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Foreword

Reducing disaster risks and building resilience amongst communities and nations
are key goals in the so-called Post-2015 Development Agenda and its policy frame-
works, including the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, the Paris
Agreement on climate change, the Sustainable Development Goals of the 2030
Agenda and the New Urban Agenda.

According to the WorldRiskReport published by UNU-EHS and the Alliance
Development Works, Indonesia is amongst the countries with the highest risk from
environmental hazards and climate change impacts. The risk effects from local envi-
ronmental degradation, global climate change, rapid urbanization, coastal develop-
ment as well as socio-economic disparity are increasingly felt, not only in big cities
like Jakarta but increasingly in smaller cities and rural areas of Indonesia. The
Indian Ocean Tsunami in 2004 has shown the high potential for disaster in Indonesia,
but has also lead to concerted academic, practical and political action for the reduc-
tion of such risks. Indonesia can therefore draw on a number of positive lessons in
resilience building. However, many questions and challenges still persist.

The Indonesian Institute of Sciences (LIPI) is an important partner of UNU-
EHS. Both institutions have collaborated in research and capacity building of gov-
ernment officials and students, starting after the 2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami within
the German-Indonesian Tsunami Early Warning System (GITEWS) project and
since 2014 within the TWIN-SEA expert network on coastal adaptation towards
climatic and societal changes in Southeast Asia.

I welcome the publication of this edited book Disaster Risk Reduction in
Indonesia: Progress, Challenges and Issues. The book gathers important analyses
by 80 authors from all over the world on key topics concerned with disaster risk
reduction in Indonesia. A multitude of factors affecting the governance for DRR is
being discussed. In addition to discussion on roles of different actors and organiza-
tions and mainstreaming to important sectors such as education, urban planning and
infrastructure, there are also analyses of factors affecting community resilience,
discussed from various angles including those of psychology and the studies of
culture and religion.
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With Indonesia’s strong commitment to the implementation of the Sendai
Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction over the coming years, the book offers a
timely and highly relevant entry point into the study of achievements and positive
lessons as well as remaining challenges and emerging new problems with regard to
the country’s efforts on resilience building. I appreciate the great added value that
this book will bring not only for academic circles but also for risk practitioners and
policymakers.

I wish to thank the editors and contributing authors for their efforts in producing
such an important and timely contribution for research and practice on DRR in
Indonesia.

Vice Rector in Europe of UNU and Director of the Jakob Rhyner
Institute for Environment and Human Security (UNU-EHS)

United Nations University

Bonn, Germany
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Department of International Development
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Faith-based organization

Federal Emergency Management Agency

Focus group discussions

Fire Information for Resource Management System

Gross domestic product
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International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent
Societies

Institute for Global Environmental Strategies



