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Preface

The studies included in this volume form a collection of revised and updated 
papers published between the years 1990–2008. They focus on the textual 
criticism of the Hebrew and Greek Bibles and the Dead Sea Scrolls. They also 
provide a good introduction to modern trends of thinking on the biblical Dead 
Sea Scrolls and their importance for the textual and literary analysis of the Bible. 
Not included in this collection are thirty-two studies on scribal practices that 
were combined and updated in my monograph Scribal Practices and Approaches 
Reflected in the Texts Found in the Judean Desert (STDJ 54; Leiden/Boston: E. J. 
Brill, 2004). By the same token, this collection does not contain text editions or 
other studies included in the Discoveries in the Judaean Desert series. 

This volume follows an earlier compilation of my Kleine Schriften (1971–1997) 
published as The Greek and Hebrew Bible – Collected Essays on the Septuagint 
(VTSup 72; Leiden/Boston/Cologne: E. J. Brill, 1999; unchanged paperback edi-
tion: Atlanta: Society of Biblical Literature, 2006).

Subdivided into three segments (Hebrew Bible, Greek Bible, and Qumran), 
this updated and revised collection of essays represents research of the past 
seventeen years. The collection focuses on various aspects of the textual analysis 
of the Hebrew and Greek Bibles, as well as the Qumran biblical manuscripts in 
Hebrew and Greek. In these studies, I take a special interest in the orthography 
of biblical manuscripts, the nature of the early Masoretic Text, the nature of the 
Qumran biblical texts and their importance for our understanding of the history 
of the biblical text, the editions of the Hebrew Bible, and the use of computers 
in biblical studies. My work also focuses on the interaction between textual and 
literary criticism, and the question of the original text or texts of the Hebrew 
Bible. Areas of special interest in the Qumran scrolls include the nature of the 
Qumran corpus, their scribal background, the contents of the various Qumran 
caves, and the number of compositions and copies found at Qumran. In the 
Septuagint studies included in this volume, my interest revolves around the 
translation’s text-critical value, the Greek texts from the Judean Desert, and its 
translation technique.

As far as was possible, an ever-increasing stream of new studies were taken 
into consideration in the analysis in these studies, and the bibliography was 
updated. Ten or fifteen years is a long period in the fields dealt with in these 
studies.



PrefaceVIII

For most studies appearing in this volume, I was able to use the computer 
versions of the earlier papers as a basis for the updating. A few studies needed 
to be adapted from a PC version to my Macintosh environment or were typed 
in afresh. Further, my hand-written notes needed to be inserted as well, and the 
studies needed to be adapted to a unified editorial system. I gratefully acknowl-
edge the help of my daughter Ophirah at an initial stage and of Janice Karnis for 
the bulk of this work. Janice also helped me in compiling the indexes. Her careful 
eye and feeling for style once again came to my aid. I further enlisted the help of 
Benjamin Parker of Trinity Western University in Langley, Canada, who wrote 
macro procedures for the Macintosh index files.

The initiative for the publication of this book goes back to the many conversa-
tions I held with Prof. M. Hengel of Tübingen about topics of common interest, 
and I owe it to him that this volume is published with Mohr Siebeck. Subsequent 
conversations with Dr. Georg Siebeck consolidated the connection. Dr. Henning 
Ziebritzki guided me through the preparation stages of the manuscript. The dif-
ficult electronic adaptation of my Macintosh files to a PC environment was very 
ably performed by Mr. M. Spitzner and the typesetter Mr. M. Fischer. I am very 
grateful to all these gentlemen.

This book is dedicated to our four granddaughters Eden and Maya, Adi and 
Noa.

Jerusalem, 1 February 2008 Emanuel Tov
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