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Introduction

Andrew |. Cohen and Christopher Heath Wellman

Contemporary Debates in Applied Ethics presents fourteen
pairs of chapters by some of the leading theorists working in
the field today. Philosophers, social theorists, and legal
scholars take opposing sides on issues of enduring and
special contemporary importance. This second edition
includes several new topics (including drugs, humanitarian
intervention, profiling, reparations, same-sex marriage, and
torture), as well as an additional introductory chapter on
ethical theory by Stephen Darwall. The authors draw on
recent developments in moral and political theory,
economics, science, and public policy. Their chapters are
written in plain, jargon-free language so as to be accessible
to introductory students, but they also feature cutting-edge,
rigorous arguments that will demand the attention of
scholars currently working on these important issues.

Issues of Life and Death

Patrick Lee and Robert P. George argue that abortion
often wrongly kills a human being. A fetus, they claim in
“The Wrong of Abortion,” is a morally significant and distinct
entity who is internally programmed to become an
independent and mature human being - unless stopped by
some disease or act of violence. A fetus is the same kind of
thing as you are, but only at an earlier developmental stage.
The authors discuss how we are living bodily entities, and as
such we come to be long before birth. We become morally
significant at the moment of conception; at that point each
of us becomes the sort of entity who has the potential to



