Piotr Wilczek

Polonia Reformata

Essays on the Polish Reformation(s)

V&R



V&R Academic

© 2016, Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht GmbH & Co. KG, Gottingen
ISBN Print: 9783525552506 — ISBN E-Book: 9783647552507



Refo500 Academic Studies

Edited by
Herman J. Selderhuis

In co-operation with

Gunter Frank (Bretten), Bruce Gordon (New Haven),

Mathijs Lamberigts (Leuven), Barbara Mahlmann-Bauer (Bern),
Tarald Rasmussen (Oslo), Johannes Schilling (Kiel),

Zsombor Toth (Budapest), Glinther Wassilowsky (Linz),

Siegrid Westphal (Osnabriick), David M. Whitford (Waco)

Volume 36

© 2016, Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht GmbH & Co. KG, Gottingen
ISBN Print: 9783525552506 — ISBN E-Book: 9783647552507



Piotr Wilczek

Polonia Reformata

Essays on the Polish Reformation(s)

Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht

© 2016, Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht GmbH & Co. KG, Gottingen
ISBN Print: 9783525552506 — ISBN E-Book: 9783647552507



Bibliographic information published by the Deutsche Nationalbibliothek
The Deutsche Nationalbibliothek lists this publication in the Deutsche Nationalbibliografie;
detailed bibliographic data available online: http://dnb.d-nb.de.

ISSN 2197-0165
ISBN 978-3-647-55250-7

You can find alternative editions of this book and additional material on our Website: www.v-r.de

© 2016, Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht GmbH & Co. KG, Theaterstrafle 13, D-37073 Gottingen/
Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht LLC, Bristol, CT, U.S.A.

www.v-r.de

All rights reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced or utilized in any form

or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or any information
storage and retrieval system, without prior written permission from the publisher.

© 2016, Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht GmbH & Co. KG, Gottingen
ISBN Print: 9783525552506 — ISBN E-Book: 9783647552507



Acknowledgements

Iwould like to thank my colleagues and friends with whom I have discussed, over
the last twenty years, some of the ideas presented in this book. First of all Iwish to
express my deepest gratitude to Herman J. Selderhuis, whose inspiration and
advice has meant a lot to me during our fruitful cooperation within Refo500 and
RefoRC - the Reformation Research Consortium. His consent to include this
book in the Refo500 Academic Studies gave me an opportunity to rethink my
research ideas and purposes.

I would like to thank the anonymous reviewer for carefully reading my
manuscript and offering many insightful comments which helped me to improve
my book. I must admit with regret that an attempt to take into consideration all
the reviewer’s suggestions would require further extensive research beyond what
is presently possible, but which I will be happy to pursue in the future in order to
present some of the discussed issues from a wider perspective.

My many thanks for interesting discussions about early modern religious
issues go to my other colleagues from the RefoRC Board, Anne Eusterschulte,
Volker Leppin, Alberto Melloni, Peter Opitz, Tarald Rasmussen, Violet Soen and
Anna Vind, who, I hope, will be the first readers of this book.

I wish to thank wholeheartedly Jerzy Axer, Dean of the Faculty of “Artes
Liberales” at the University of Warsaw, for his support and friendship. I would
also like to thank very much my colleagues from the Committee on the Study of
the Reformation in Poland and East Central Europe at the University of Warsaw,
especially Dariusz M. Brycko, Simon J.G. Burton and Michat Choptiany. Special
thanks to Marilyn Burton, who has patiently corrected and improved the English
of my manuscript.

As Head of the Collegium Artes Liberales and Director of Doctoral Studies in
the Faculty of “Artes Liberales” at the University of Warsaw, I would not have
enough time for my non-administrative activities without the ongoing help and
support of both of my office managers, Violetta Raczewska and Bogustawa
Rokoszewska, who deserve my enormous gratitude.

© 2016, Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht GmbH & Co. KG, Gottingen
ISBN Print: 9783525552506 — ISBN E-Book: 9783647552507



6 Acknowledgements

It is my great pleasure to mention here my colleagues who at different stages of
my research and lecturing have offered their support and good advice about the
problems discussed in this book: Irena Backus, Andrzej Borowski, Mirostawa
Hanusiewicz, Ian Hazlett, Howard Hotson, Marian Kisiel, Jan Malicki, Grantley
Robert McDonald, Bronistaw Misztal, Alina Nowicka-Jezowa, Stanistaw Obirek,
Mark O’Connor, Piotr Salwa, and Ewa M. Thompson.

No book could be written without support from our closest circles of friends
and family members who generously offer a well-wishing but realistic approach
to our scholarly endeavours. I would like to thank my friends of long standing,
Holt Meyer and Piotr Urbanski, for endless telephone, Skype, Facebook, Face-
Time and face-to-face conversations about life, books and ideas. I owe them a lot
of encouragement and support. My heartful thanks to Krzysztof Reczka for his
unlimited patience, unconditional support and unfailing friendship. I regret so
much that my late, beloved parents, Jadwiga and Pawel, my grandmother Helena
and my aunt Wienczystawa will not see this publication. Their support, from my
early teenage years, for my involvement in early modern literature and their true
interest in the results of my scholarly work will remain in my grateful memory.

I'was able to finish the manuscript of this book in the friendly environment of
the John a Lasco Library (Johannes a Lasco Bibliothek) in Emden, my favourite
home away from home, where I always return with great pleasure. Many thanks
to all the Board Members for again awarding me the Hardenberg Fellowship; to
the Wissenschaftlicher Vorstand of the Library, J. Marius J. Lange van Rav-
enswaay, for his encouragement and friendly hospitality; to Wilko Liicht for his
help in the Library; and - last but not least - to Ewa Emery for her kind
assistance, practical advice and conversations over coffee. The collection of this
magnificent Library has been extremely helpful at the last stage of my work on
the book. I only regret that John a Lasco (Jan Laski), a Polish Reformed minister
and theologian and one of the key figures of the European Reformation, is not
mentioned in this volume as often as he deserves.

Johannes a Lasco Bibliothek
Grosse Kirche Emden
20 August 2015

© 2016, Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht GmbH & Co. KG, Gottingen
ISBN Print: 9783525552506 — ISBN E-Book: 9783647552507


http://www.v-r.de/de

Contents

Acknowledgements . . ... ... ... oo e
LIntroduction . . . . .. . v i ittt e
2.1deasand Polemics . . . ... ... ... ..o o
2.1 Religion on the Periphery - the Polish Case . . . . ... ... ...
2.1.1 God’s Playground or the Heart of Europe? . ........

2.1.2 John Paul IT and the Fall of Communism . .. .......

2.1.3 The Polish Millennium (1966) . .. .. ... ... .....
2.1.4 The Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth as the European

Periphery. . . .. ... ... ... o o

2.1.5 The Triumph of the Counter-Reformation on the Periphery

of Europe . . . . . . .. .. e

2.1.6 Conclusions: New Challenges on the Way Back to the Heart

of Europe . . . . . ... . e

2.2 The Polish Reception of John Calvin’s Works in the Context of the
History of Christianity in Poland . . . .. ... ... .......

221 Introduction . . . ... .. ... ... .. ...
2.2.2 Calvin’s Contacts with Poland - a Bibliographical Survey
2.2.3 Calvin’s Works Translated and Published in Poland
2.2.4 Reception of Calvin’s Thought in the Early Modern Period
and Academic Publications on Calvin in the 19, 20®, and
21 centuries « . . ...
2.2.5 InsteadofaConclusion . . . .................
2.3 The Myth of the Polish Reformation: Socinianism in Modern
Historiography . . . ... ... ... ... . ... . ...
2.3.1 Stanislas Lubieniecki’s Historia reformationis Polonicae as
a Source of the Myth of the Polish Reformation . . . . . ..
2.3.2  Polish Reformation in Twentieth-Century Historiography .

© 2016, Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht GmbH & Co. KG, Gottingen
ISBN Print: 9783525552506 — ISBN E-Book: 9783647552507

11

15
15
15
17
18

18

20

22

23

23

24
27

30

35

36

36
37



8 Contents
2.3.3 Antitrinitarianism/Socinianism in Polish Historiography -
an Evolution of Attitudes . . . . .. ... .......... 39
2.3.4 Conclusion: No Breakthrough after the Fall of
Communism . . .. ... ... i e 44
2.4 The Major Concepts of Antitrinitarian Theology in the 16
Century . .. . . . i e e 45
24.1 Introduction . ... ... ... ..., 45
242 TheBible . . . .. .. ... . 47
243 Christology. . . . .. .. 48
244 TheHoly Trinity . . . . . . . ... .o 49
2.45 Nonadorantism . . ... ...........c..o...... 51
2.4.6 Predestination . . . ...... ... . ... .. 52
247 Baptism . ... ... e 52
248 Eucharist . . . ... ... .. e 53
249 Church . .. ... ... . e 54
2.4.10 Conclusions . . . . ... it 55
2.5 Rakéw - the Capital of Socinianism: A Unique Case of European
Religious Topography in the Age of the Reformation . . . . . . .. 55
2.6 Liber Socinianorum primarius: Introductory Remarks on the
Racovian Catechism . . . . . .. ... ... ... ... .. ..... 60
2.6.1 Introduction . .. ... ... ... .. .. .. ... ... 60
2.6.2 Liber Socinianorum primarius . . . . . . ... ... ... 62
2.6.3 Bibliographical Summary . . . ... ... .......... 64
2.6.4 The State of Research and Proposals for the Future . . . . . 68
2.7 Debates between Jesuits and “Heretics” in Early Modern Polish
Literature . . . . . . . . . oo i it e 71
2.7.1 Polemical Pamphlets of the Reformation and
Counter-Reformation . . ... ... ............. 71
2.7.2  Socinians as Principal Adversaries in Catholic Polemics . . 74
2.7.3 Jesuit Anti-Socinian and Anti-Lutheran Polemics - the
Caseof Marcinktaszcz . . . . . ... ... ... .... 76
2.7.4 A Jesuit-Socinian Debate about the Authority of the
Scripture . . . . . .. e 84
275 Conclusion . . . ..o i it e 91

3. Between Luther and Socinus: Polish Poets in the Age of the

Reformation . . . . . . . . . . i it e e e e 93
3.1 Jan Kochanowski and Polish Confessional Dilemmas
inthe Mid-16" Century . . . . . . ... ..ot 93
3.1.1 Jan Kochanowski - the Finest Poet of the Polish

Renaissance: a Bio-Bibliographical Sketch . . . . . ... .. 93

© 2016, Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht GmbH & Co. KG, Gottingen
ISBN Print: 9783525552506 — ISBN E-Book: 9783647552507


http://www.v-r.de/de

Contents 9

3.1.2 Jan Kochanowski’s Religion: Protestant? Erasmian?

3.2.1 Erazm Otwinowski — an Adventurous Traveller, Famous
Scandalmonger and Modest Poet of the Church: a
Bio-Bibliographical Sketch . . . ... .. ... ....... 103

3.2.2 Erazm Otwinowski’s Deeds and Histories of Distinguished
Women and Parables of Our Lord Jesus Christ as Poetical

Transformations of theBible . . . . . ... ... ...... 107
3.2.3 The Brest Bible and other Polish Translations of the Bible
in the Poetical Works of Erazm Otwinowski . . . . . .. .. 113

3.3 Conversion and Transformation: a Few Remarks on the Lives and
Works of Polish Writers of the Reformation and

Counter-Reformation . . . . . . ... ... .. ... 121

3.3.1 Conversions - an Introduction . . . ... ... ....... 121

332 JanKochanowski .. ..................... 123

3.3.3 Mikotaj Sep Szarzynski and Erazm Otwinowski . . . . . . . 124

3.3.4 Kasper Twardowski . .. ... ... ............. 125

33.5 WaclawPotocki . . ... ... ... .. ... ... ..., 126

3.3.6 Kasper Wilkowski . . ... .......... ... ..... 127

337 Conclusion . . . . . . .. ... e 127
Bibliography . . . .. ... ... .. 129
Original Publications . . . . .. ...... ... .. ... ..... 139
Index of PErsons . . . . . . v v v v i i i e e e e e e e e e e 141

© 2016, Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht GmbH & Co. KG, Gottingen
ISBN Print: 9783525552506 — ISBN E-Book: 9783647552507


http://www.v-r.de/de

© 2016, Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht GmbH & Co. KG, Gottingen
ISBN Print: 9783525552506 — ISBN E-Book: 9783647552507



1.  Introduction

In the second half of the 1990s, during my shorter and longer research stays
in the United Kingdom and the United States, I realised how distorted was the
image of the Polish Renaissance, Reformation and Counter-Reformation in
Western scholarship and how much work still needed to be done to present
the early modern culture and history of the Commonwealth of Poland-
Lithuania to Western audiences. Certainly, a lot of research has been done in
this field in the last 20 years, thanks to the tremendous efforts of scholars
such as Norman Davies, David Frick, Karin Friedrich and Robert Frost, to
mention only a few, whose merits are difficult to overestimate. The pub-
lication in 2015 of the first volume of the Oxford History of Poland-Lithuania,
600 pages long, written by the British historian Robert Frost, is a symbolic
event, marking the new era of the presence of early modern Central European
history in the English speaking world. Also in 2015, Oxford University Press
published another important historical monograph, Benedict Wagner-
Rundell’s Common Wealth, Common Good: The Politics of Virtue in Early
Modern Poland-Lithuania. These books are just two current examples of how
far British historiography is now from attitudes, full of prejudice, disrespect
and ignorance, presented in works such as Jesuits in Poland by A.F. Pollard,
discussed later in this book. The change in the British and American ap-
proach to Central and Eastern European early modern history has taken
place thanks to books by the above-mentioned and many other authors, and
thanks also to recent major research programs, especially two current Oxford
projects — Cultures of Knowledge: Networking the Republic of Letters,
1550-1750 (conducted by Howard Hotson) and Jagiellonians: Dynasty,
Memory and Identity in Central Europe (conducted by Natalia Nowakowska)
- which show how intellectual, cultural and political networks worked in
early modern Europe, with no division between the East and the West.
Through participation in the Cultures of Knowledge project in 2009-2010 I
also began a new stage in my thinking about the role of Central Europe in the
international exchange of ideas in the early modern period.
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12 Introduction

A general, comprehensive introduction to the issues discussed in this book is
included in a few chapters of A Companion to the Reformation in Central Europe,
edited by Howard Louthan and Graeme Murdoch and published by BRILL in
September 2015, immediately after a manuscript of my book was sent to the
publisher. The Companion is a breakthrough achievement in the long process of
making Polish and Central European Reformation history and culture an equal
and integral part of European history in the English-speaking world. Three
chapters especially of this monumental work could be useful as introductions to
the problems discussed in this book: The Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth by
Maciej Ptaszynski, Antitrinitarianism by Mihdly Baldzs and Education: The
Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth by Michael Tworek (Louthan/Murdoch:
2015).

However, there is still alot to do in this process of presenting the “East” to the
“West”, especially in the field of early modern religious studies. Quite recently
there was an opportunity to discuss this issue during the preparation of a special
issue of Reformation and Renaissance Review, devoted to the Brest Bible, the first
Protestant translation of the whole Bible into Polish. The editors - Simon Burton
and myself - were very much aware that this was the first volume in English
devoted to a fundamental work of the Central European Reformation. Not only
this, but we realised how distorted and full of stereotypes the image of Eastern
European Reformation still is in the materials available to a non-Polish-speaking
reader.

Let me quote a longer passage from the Editors’ Introduction to this volume. It
is a source of great satisfaction to me that these ideas were formulated during an
ongoing discussion with an excellent British scholar of the younger generation,
intensively involved in research on Central European Reformation history.

In both Polish and Western historiography there has been a predominant tendency to
read the history of the Reformation in Poland in terms of two primary, connected
themes: the rise of the radical Reformation, especially the antitrinitarian and Socinian
movements, and the ideal of religious tolerance. In Poland this is exemplified su-
premely in the works of Stanistaw Kot (1885) and Janusz Tazbir (1927) as well as in what
has been called the wider “philosophical historical” school which has developed
around their work (Wilczek: 2013). It is characterized by a twofold historiographical
strategy, as is especially manifested in Tazbir’s own work. Firstly, the Polish Refor-
mation is stripped of all religious significance and portrayed quite simply as the cul-
tural and political movement of a noble class (the szlachta) jealously seeking to pre-
serve its privileges against royal and ecclesiastical interference. Secondly, the true heart
of the Polish Reformation is then identified exclusively with its social and political
thought. Hence, this is located variously in the “golden age” of religious freedom (c.
1540-90), the intellectual heritage of the antitrinitarian and Socinian movements and
the wider cultural enrichment of Polish society (Tazbir: 1988; 1973). In this light the
Polish state can be viewed not only as an exception to the inexorable and confronta-
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tional logic of European confessionalization, but also as an early advocate of universal
religious freedom. As Tazbir evocatively put it (nicely capturing with word-play this
supposed dual aspect of the Polish Reformation), sixteenth- and seventeenth-century
Poland was a “state without stakes” (Tazbir: 1973).

Arguably, Western scholarship has been much less willing to sever the bond between
the religious and the social and political aspects of the Polish Reformation. Con-
sequently, it has resisted better the trend to view its theological dimensions as mere
epiphenomena of deeper intellectual and cultural shifts. Indeed, Western scholars have
done a great deal to emphasize the theological distinctiveness of Polish Reformation
thought. Yet in doing so, like their Polish colleagues, their focus has naturally gravitated
towards the avant-garde views of the Polish antitrinitarians, generally at the expense of
their more orthodox contemporaries. Indeed, the widespread desire to construct a
“genealogy of modernity” has led to a definite prioritizing of antitrinitarianism as the
intellectual mainstream of the Polish Reformation. This is hardly surprising when it is
considered that it was through Kot and Tazbir in translation that previous generations
of scholars first became acquainted with Polish Socinianism. In fact, until com-
paratively recently the standard work on the history of Socinianism was that of Kot’s
translator and follower, Earl Morse Wilbur (1866-1956) (Kot: 1957; Wilbur: 1946).
While the radical Reformation is no longer viewed with the same nostalgia or ro-
manticism as it was by Wilbur and still is by Tazbir, the opinion that both it and its
legacy of enlightened pluralism were “Poland’s contribution to the Reformation” re-
mains thoroughly entrenched (Hillar: 1993).

Yet, as Howard Louthan perceptively points out, to view the Polish Reformation only in
terms of the impact of the radical Reformation is to gravely distort our understanding
of it and its wider, European importance (Louthan: 2014). While any account of the
Polish Reformation must give due place to the radical Reformation, it should not do so
at the expense of the other Reformation movements that took root in Polish soil, most
of them at an earlier date. As Jerzy Kloczowski (1924-), the most eminent historian of
Polish Christianity, has suggested, there is a need to view the Polish Reformation in
both a broader and a longer perspective (Ktoczowski: 1988a). That is to say, the de-
velopments in the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth must be seen in terms both of the
wider transformations occurring in Europe’s ‘Long Reformation’ and of a truly in-
ternational, trans-confessional perspective. When it comes to be rewritten, the history
of the Polish Reformation must embrace multiple currents of reform and their com-
plex, changing interaction: conciliarism, humanism, Erasmianism, Hussitism (late-
medieval and early-modern), Lutheranism, the Reformed, irenicism, universal reform,
Orthodox and Catholic (Counter) Reformation.What earlier scholarship saw only
under a monochrome light is now being revealed more and more as a rich and colourful
tapestry (Wilczek, Burton: 2015).

The present volume is designed as an attempt to present this “rich and colourful
tapestry” to readers who do not speak Polish and do not read primary and
secondary sources in Polish, but are interested in the early modern religious
history, literature and culture of the region.
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