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Introduction

Welcome to Joomla! Bible. As with all books in the Bible

series, you can expect to find both hands-on tutorials and

real-world applications, as well as references and

background information that provide a context for what

you are learning. This book is a comprehensive resource



on the Joomla! open source content management system.

After you have read Joomla! Bible, you will be well

prepared to build and maintain a Joomla!-based website.

Joomla! is in the forefront of one of the most dynamic

trends in open source software: the rise of open source

content management systems. Historically, a web CMS

was a very expensive investment. Open source has

changed all that. There are now a number of options that

allow website developers and website owners to tap into

the power of CMS-based websites.

Of all the web CMS options that exist in the market today,

perhaps none is more popular than Joomla! — certainly

none is growing more quickly. The Joomla! system powers

millions of websites and is one of the dominant forces

shaping the way people interact with information online. It

has empowered developers and website owners around

the world to build the websites that allow them to express

themselves, to sell their products, to publicize their news,

and to build communities. With the arrival of Joomla! 3,

the system moves into new ground with expanded

functionality and support for mobile devices.

If you are a designer looking to build functional websites

for your clients, Joomla! is an excellent tool. If you are a

developer looking for a framework upon which to develop

custom functionality, Joomla! can meet your needs. And if

you are simply a website owner wanting to take control of

your website, then you need look no further than Joomla!.

Whatever your goals, welcome to Joomla! Bible.

In keeping with the comprehensive theme of the Bible

series, this book seeks to provide a range of information

suitable to a wide variety of potential readers. While I

have strived to present information that is relevant to the



largest possible group of users, certain sections of this

book are logically more relevant to certain categories of

users.

If you are looking to take your first steps with an open

source content management system, the book progresses

logically from the first section of introductory materials

through the final sections on customization and website

maintenance.

If you are already familiar with Joomla!, the opening

sections will probably add little to your understanding of

the system, but the sections that follow will help you

unlock its full potential. Joomla! is a complex system, and

the middle sections of this book explore in depth how to

get the most out of it.

If you are a designer or developer, the middle and final

sections will be your focus, as they take you through

creating and configuring a Joomla! website and cover the

basics of customizing the appearance and functionality of

the system.

Finally, if you are a website owner or administrator, this

book should serve as a reference, providing you with an

easy-to-use guide to the ongoing ownership of a Joomla!

website.

Is This Book for You?

This second edition of Joomla! Bible has been extensively

updated to focus on coverage of the Joomla! 3 series of

releases. With the arrival of Joomla! 3, the system has

seen a complete change in the administration interface,

new functionality, and numerous changes in the work

process.



This book provides new users with all the information they

need to install and configure a Joomla! website.

Thereafter, the book stands as a reference for the various

content management and component functionalities, all of

which are documented and explained in detail. New users

will also find the sections on maintaining and securing the

system particularly helpful.

If you are familiar with Joomla! but ready to move up to

the new Joomla! 3, this book provides all the information

you need to get up to speed with the new interfaces

quickly. If you are familiar with the first edition of this

book, you will find the organizational schema to be very

similar, but the contents have been almost completely

refreshed and in many cases, expanded.

How This Book Is Organized

This book is divided into six parts, including an Appendix

with useful resources.

Part I: Getting Started with Joomla!

Part I covers the basics of getting started with Joomla!. It

assumes you do not know anything about the system. I

introduce you to Joomla! and open source and content

management systems and then walk through obtaining

and installing Joomla!. The third chapter takes you on a

guided tour of the front end and back end of the default

Joomla! installation. The final chapter in this section

covers getting the most out of Joomla's many configuration

options.

Part II: Working with Content and

Users


