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Preface

The purpose of this monograph is twofold: first, to familiarize readers with the US
Census American Community Survey, including both the potential strengths and the
particular challenges of working with this dataset; and second, to introduce them to
the acs package in the R statistical language, which provides a range of tools for
demographic analysis with special attention to addressing these issues.

In particular, the acs package includes functions to allow users (a) to create
custom geographies by combining existing ones provided by the Census, (b) to
download and import demographic data from the American Community Survey
(ACS) and Decennial Census (SF1/SF3), and (c) to manage, manipulate, analyze,
plot, and present this data (including proper statistical techniques for dealing with
estimates and standard errors). In addition, the package includes a pair of helpful
“lookup” tools, one to help users identify the geographic units they want and the
other to identify tables and variables from the ACS for the data they are looking for,
and some additional convenience functions for working with Census data.
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