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Foreword

This Handbook of Clinical Techniques in Pediatric Dentistry
is targeted primarily to general dentists and young
pediatric dentists who would like a simplified, clinically
relevant, step-by-step approach to delivering effective and
efficient dental care to children of all ages. Why is a
handbook such as this necessary or desirable? The answer
lies primarily within the following set of facts and numbers.
(i) Dental disease is the most common chronic illness in
children in the United States. (ii) According to various
government reports, between 25% and 44% of children will
have a cavity by the time they enter kindergarten. (iii) By
the age of 19 years, over two-thirds of children will have
experienced tooth decay in permanent teeth. (iv) There are
an estimated 74 million children between the ages of 1 and
17 years in the United States. (v) There are only 6400
active pediatric dentists in the United States, so there is
virtually no possibility that 6400 practitioners could
provide for the dental needs of 74 million children. (vi)
There are approximately 165,000 active general dentists in
the United States, many of whom see children in their
practice, but might increase the numbers they see, if they
felt more confident in the administration of pediatric dental
techniques and skills. So considering these facts, not only
is it desirable those general dental practitioners see more
of the children, but also it is a logistical necessity, in order
that many more children may receive appropriate oral
health care.

Dr. Soxman, along with many well-known, experienced
practitioners, academicians, and other related specialists,
has created a well-illustrated, simplified, step-by-step
approach to the most common clinical challenges and



procedures that a practitioner treating children needs to
know. One of the aspects of this handbook that sets it apart
from many pediatric dental textbooks is the number of
chapters written, or contributed to, by pediatric
practitioners who have over 20-25 years of private practice
dental experience, as opposed to chapters written in most
textbooks by those with a primary academic background.
While this book is academically solid, its strength is in the
clinical relevance and presentation of the various
techniques from those who have accomplished them
hundreds and thousands of times.

This handbook should become a strong clinical reference
manual for those dentists who wish to improve their skills,
efficiency, and confidence in treating children. Most
importantly, it can help them provide an effective dental
home for some small part of those 74 million children who
deserve the best oral health care that can be made
possible.

Congratulations to Dr. Soxman for embarking on this
publishing endeavor and for acquiring such a great group
of experienced, knowledgeable contributors. Over the
years, I have come to know nearly all nine of the
contributors in various capacities, and I know that their
labors in creating this handbook is because each has given
a professional lifetime of dedication to serving children. In
addition, I believe that children will be well served by the
practitioners who read and implement the information in
this Handbook of Clinical Techniques in Pediatric Dentistry!

William F. Waggoner, DDS, MS, FAAPD, FACD
Las Vegas, NV



Preface

While speaking at an annual session of the American Dental
Association, Wiley Blackwell publications requested that I
meet with a commissioning editor. He inquired whether I
had ever considered writing a book and if so, on what
subject. My response was without hesitation. Over the past
20 plus years as a national speaker in continuing education
and as a seminar instructor for general practice residents, I
recalled the myriad of questions asked. I had often thought
that a book on clinical techniques would provide much
needed guidelines and directions for dental students,
general dentists, and graduate general practice and
pediatric dental residents. This book would include step-by-
step descriptions, augmented with clinical photographs of
routinely performed procedures and evidence-based
recommendations.

The Handbook of Clinical Techniques in Pediatric Dentistry
provides the clinician with an increased level of expertise
and skills for timely identification and intervention for
various presentations in the developing dentition. It also
clearly describes procedures for treatment in the primary
and young permanent dentitions. The most commonly
encountered treatment needs are discussed, with the goal
of increasing clinician and staff confidence, while
decreasing chair time and stress. What you will learn and
incorporate into your practice will be of tremendous benefit
to you, your staff, and the children for whom you care.

Jane A. Soxman, RN, DDS
Allison Park, Pennsylvania, USA
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