


DOI: 10.1057/9781137567338.0001

Football and the Women’s World Cup



DOI: 10.1057/9781137567338.0001

Other Palgrave Pivot titles

Jonas Campion and Xavier Rousseaux (editors): Policing New Risks in Modern European 
History

Amelia Manuti and Pasquale Davide de Palma: The Social Organization: Managing Human 
Capital through Social Media

Piyush Tiwari (editor): The Towers of New Capital: Mega Townships in India

Indranarain Ramlall: Central Bank Ratings: A New Methodology for Global Excellence

Stephen Paul Miller: The New Deal as a Triumph of Social Work: Frances Perkins and the 
Confluence of Early Twentieth Century Social Work with Mid-Twentieth Century Politics and 
Government

Nicholas Pamment: Community Reparation for Young Offenders: Perceptions, Policy and 
Practice

David F. Tennant and Marlon R. Tracey: Sovereign Debt and Credit Rating Bias

Jefferson Walker: King Returns to Washington: Explorations of Memory, Rhetoric, and 
Politics in the Martin Luther King, Jr. National Memorial

Giovanni Barone Adesi and Nicola Carcano: Modern Multi-Factor Analysis of Bond 
Portfolios: Critical Implications for Hedging and Investing

Rilka Dragneva and Kataryna Wolczuk: Ukraine between the EU and Russia: The Integration 
Challenge

Viola Fabbrini, Massimo Guidolin and Manuela Pedio: The Transmission Channels of 
Financial Shocks to Stock, Bond, and Asset-Backed Markets: An Empirical Analysis

Timothy Wood: Detainee Abuse During Op TELIC: ‘A Few Rotten Apples’?

Lars Klüver, Rasmus Øjvind Nielsen and Marie Louise Jørgensen (editors): Policy-Oriented 
Technology Assessment Across Europe: Expanding Capacities

Rebecca E. Lyons and Samantha J. Rayner (editors): The Academic Book of the Future

Ben Clements: Surveying Christian Beliefs and Religious Debates in Post-War Britain

Robert A. Stebbins: Leisure and the Motive to Volunteer: Theories of Serious, Casual, and 
Project-Based Leisure

Dietrich Orlow: Socialist Reformers and the Collapse of the German Democratic Republic

Gwendolyn Audrey Foster: Disruptive Feminisms: Raced, Gendered, and Classed Bodies in 
Film

Catherine A. Lugg: US Public Schools and the Politics of Queer Erasure

Olli Pyyhtinen: More-than-Human Sociology: A New Sociological Imagination



DOI: 10.1057/9781137567338.0001

Football and the 
Women’s World 
Cup: Organisation, 
Media and Fandom

Carrie Dunn
University of East London, UK



football and the women’s world cup
Copyright © Carrie Dunn, 2016.
Softcover reprint of the hardcover 1st edition 2016 978-1-137-56732-1
All rights reserved. No reproduction, copy or transmission of this  
publication may be made without written permission. 

No portion of this publication may be reproduced, copied or transmitted  
save with written permission. In accordance with the provisions of the  
Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988, or under the terms of any licence  
permitting limited copying issued by the Copyright Licensing Agency,  
Saffron House, 6–10 Kirby Street, London EC1N 8TS.

Any person who does any unauthorized act in relation to this publication  
may be liable to criminal prosecution and civil claims for damages.

First published 2016 by
PALGRAVE MACMILLAN

The author has asserted her right to be identified as the author of this work  
in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.

Palgrave Macmillan in the UK is an imprint of Macmillan Publishers Limited,  
registered in England, company number 785998, of Houndmills, Basingstoke,  
Hampshire, RG21 6XS.

Palgrave Macmillan in the US is a division of Nature America, Inc.,  
One New York Plaza, Suite 4500 New York, NY 10004-1562.

Palgrave Macmillan is the global academic imprint of the above companies  
and has companies and representatives throughout the world.

ISBN 978-1-349-84954-3
E-PDF ISBN: 978–1–137–56733–8
DOI: 10.1057/9781137567338

Distribution in the UK, Europe and the rest of the world is by Palgrave 
Macmillan®, a division of Macmillan Publishers Limited, registered in England, 
company number 785998, of Houndmills, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG21 6XS.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data is available from  
the Library of Congress

A catalog record for this book is available from the Library of Congress

A catalogue record for the book is available from the British Library



DOI: 10.1057/9781137567338.0001

To my parents – who, unlike some of those surveyed in the FA’s 
research quoted here, would never have dreamed of telling me 
that football wasn’t an appropriate hobby for a girl
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1
Introduction: The 
Women’s World Cup

Abstract: This chapter sets the context for the 2015 Women’s 
World Cup and highlights the historical lack of research 
into women’s sport and women’s football in particular, 
especially after the 1980s boom in scholarship into the men’s 
game. It also provides some context for my interest in this 
tournament, and my professional background in sports 
journalism and sports academia.
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