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Series Preface

There has been a rapid expansion in the provision of further education in recent
years, which has brought with it the need to provide more flexible methods of
teaching in order to satisfy the requirements of an increasingly more diverse type
of student. In this respect, the open learning approach has proved to be a valuable
and effective teaching method, in particular for those students who for a variety
of reasons cannot pursue full-time traditional courses. As a result, John Wiley &
Sons, Ltd first published the Analytical Chemistry by Open Learning (ACOL)
series of textbooks in the late 1980s. This series, which covers all of the major
analytical techniques, rapidly established itself as a valuable teaching resource,
providing a convenient and flexible means of studying for those people who, on
account of their individual circumstances, were not able to take advantage of
more conventional methods of education in this particular subject area.

Following upon the success of the ACOL series, which by its very name is
predominately concerned with analytical chemistry, the Analytical Techniques in
the Sciences (AnTS) series of open learning texts has now been introduced with
the aim of providing a broader coverage of the many areas of science in which
analytical techniques and methods are now increasingly applied. With this in
mind, the AnTS series of texts seeks to provide a range of books which will cover
not only the actual techniques themselves, but also those scientific disciplines
which have a necessary requirement for analytical characterization methods.

Analytical instrumentation continues to increase in sophistication, and as a
consequence, the range of materials that can now be almost routinely analysed
has increased accordingly. Books in this series which are concerned with the
techniques themselves will reflect such advances in analytical instrumentation,
while at the same time providing full and detailed discussions of the fundamental
concepts and theories of the particular analytical method being considered. Such
books will cover a variety of techniques, including general instrumental analysis,
spectroscopy, chromatography, electrophoresis, tandem techniques, electroana-
lytical methods, X-ray analysis and other significant topics. In addition, books in
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the series will include the application of analytical techniques in areas such as
environmental science, the life sciences, clinical analysis, food science, forensic
analysis, pharmaceutical science, conservation and archaeology, polymer science
and general solid-state materials science.

Written by experts in their own particular fields, the books are presented in
an easy-to-read, user-friendly style, with each chapter including both learning
objectives and summaries of the subject matter being covered. The progress of the
reader can be assessed by the use of frequent self-assessment questions (SAQs)
and discussion questions (DQs), along with their corresponding reinforcing or
remedial responses, which appear regularly throughout the texts. The books are
thus eminently suitable both for self-study applications and for forming the basis
of industrial company in-house training schemes. Each text also contains a large
amount of supplementary material, including bibliographies, lists of acronyms
and abbreviations, tables of SI units and important physical constants and, where
appropriate, glossaries and references to literature sources.

It is therefore hoped that this present series of textbooks will prove to be a
useful and valuable source of teaching material, both for individual students and
for teachers of science courses.

Dave Ando
Dartford, UK



Preface

The public profile of forensic science has dramatically increased in recent decades
and there has been a corresponding rise in the number of students undertaking
forensic science degree courses at a tertiary level with the view to a profes-
sional career in this field. During this period the application of modern analytical
techniques to the examination of forensic problems has expanded, particularly
due to the development of small and portable cost-effective instrumentation. The
availability of new techniques has led to a greater choice of tools that can be
employed to analyse forensic specimens. An understanding of a broad range
of analytical tools is required by today’s forensic chemists and is an important
aspect of their training.

The aim of this book is to provide an overview of the most commonly used
analytical techniques that are of interest to forensic chemists. A clear description
of how each technique works and how to prepare specimens for analysis is
provided. Some techniques are widely used as standard methods, while others
are yet to be established but show great potential. An explanation of how to
analyse the data obtained is also provided and, for each technique, the most
common forensic applications are described. There are specific issues to consider
when examining forensic samples. Apart from the applicability of a technique,
the issues of dealing with small quantities of material, whether a technique is
non-destructive and the cost and/or portability for fieldwork must be considered.

The reader will note that there is a deliberate focus on forensic chemistry and
physical evidence. Topics such as DNA analysis are intentionally not dealt with
here, and forensic biology topics are well covered elsewhere. The focus here is on
how to analyse samples once collected – the process of evidence collection is, of
course, an important aspect of a forensic scientist’s training and is an expansive
topic in its own right. This book is designed for students who are undertaking
a forensic chemistry based programme and require a sound knowledge of ana-
lytical techniques. Some basic tertiary mathematical and chemistry knowledge is
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assumed. The book will also provide a useful reference for forensic practitioners
who may be interested in investigating new forms of evidence or techniques.

I hope that this book helps fill a gap in the world of forensic textbooks.
Naturally many forensic science textbooks focus on the collection of evidence,
but this book will provide a resource for the teaching of forensic analytical
techniques. I would like to acknowledge the valuable conversations with and the
data provided by a multitude of hardworking forensic scientists in police forces,
law enforcement agencies and universities – not just in Australia, but worldwide.
A special thanks to my colleagues and students past and present in the Centre
of Forensic Science and the School of Chemistry and Forensic Science at the
University of Technology, Sydney.
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