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American Gothic



“This is the definitive anthology of American Gothic tales, the one that offers
the most representative range of major authors and texts, in addition to excellent
introductions and helpful annotations. All of this has only been enhanced in this
second edition, since now there is an even wider range of important Gothic works
for students and more advanced scholars to study and interpret. For reading
and understanding the American Gothic short story, then, there is no better single
volume anywhere.” — Jerrold E. Hogle, University of Arizona

“This anthology is comprehensive and authoritative and will be an essential source
for scholars and students for years to come. Professor Crow is to be congratulated
for the meticulous care he has taken to introduce authors and for the extraordinary
inclusiveness of the material selected.” — Andrew Smith, University of Sheffield

“This new edition of Charles L. Crow’s anthology presents a panoramic overview of
the American Gothic tradition from its Puritan origins to the 1930s Weird tale. One of
the main strengths of the collection lies in the fact that it places, alongside the intelligent
selections from authors already rightly well associated with the genre (figures such as
Hawthorne, Poe, Brown, Irving, and James), contributions from lesser known figures
such as George Lippard, John Neal, Charles W. Chesnutt, and Cotton Mather, to name
but a few. This edition also benefits from a much greater acknowledgment of the
traditionally overlooked contributions to the genre made by female authors: Crow
selects not just obvious authors and poets such as Emily Dickinson, Charlotte Perkins
Gilman, Louisa May Alcott, and Edith Wharton, but also the likes of Rose Terry
Cooke, Harriet Prescott Spofford, Gertrude Atherton, and Madeline Yale Wynne. It is
a development which, as Crow acknowledges in his preface, reflects the considerable
amount of scholarly work that has been done in this area since the first version of the
book was published.

Academics and students will find helpful other new additions such as the chronology
(which collates relevant literary events with historical ones) and the thematic table of
contents, which helpfully groups extracts under suggestive headings such as Animals,’
‘Children,” ‘Cities,” and ‘Feminist Themes,” thereby facilitating a rewarding cross-
pollination of authors and texts that might not otherwise be considered alongside one
another. The anthology’s thoughtful selection of texts and authors, and practical
scholarly apparatus, mean that it should be an immensely useful resource for anyone
teaching on courses related to this ever-expanding and influential subsection of
American literary studies.” — Bernice Murphy, Trinity College Dublin
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Preface to the Second Edition

The first edition of this volume appeared in 1999. In the intervening period of more than
a decade, Gothic studies has grown as an academic discipline, in large part due to work by
members of the International Gothic Association, which celebrated the twentieth anni-
versary of its founding at its 2011 convention in Heidelberg.

In American Gothic specifically, classes and seminars in the field, once rare, now are
found in universities throughout the United States and in many other countries.

In recent years, researchers have combed through periodicals of the nineteenth cen-
tury and have uncovered a rich trove of Gothic texts, many by women authors. Many
recent studies, as represented by this edition’s bibliography, have sharpened our historical
and critical understanding of American Gothic. This second edition reflects the growth
of this scholarship and the experiences of students and teachers who have used the book,
many of whom have made helpful suggestions.



