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This brief introduction sketches our sense of the “dynamic global contexts” 
that currently are redefining Asia Pacific higher education (HE). Included 
within this brief framework review are issues of cross-border education, 
the differentiating effects of national tensions to align HE capacity with 
differential national birthrate profiles, the pressures created within all Asia 
Pacific HE systems by the dynamic and continual development of rank-
ing/status systems, and complex shifts in the meanings of the public good 
as they are presented within these societies and affect current balances 
between the historic provision of public and private HE.

The complex set of forces that we commonly delineate as the “dynamics 
of globalization” have become well known. Most listings would register 
major transformations in national economic systems with levels of inter-
national engagements at an all time high, and being propelled further 
in that direction by new trade agreements that link major geographic 
regions, economies, and trading partners. Within this complex of 
highly interactive economic forces, education has been positioned as a 
critical variable as the necessity for creating literate domestic workforces 
becomes ever more clear. Indeed, the Education for All (EFA) initiative 
taken by UNESCO in its Thailand conference in 1990 has been a major 
force in highlighting the goal of “meeting the learning needs of all chil-
dren, youth and adults.” Initially targeted as a goal to be met by 2015, even 
as this has fallen short, the policy commitment of national governments 
throughout the world, assisted by a wide community of other public and 
private sector donors, has ineluctably bound education and economic 
endeavors within national and international policy arenas.

In step with this movement has been the fundamental transformation 
of HE in virtually all countries, but certainly dramatically and dynami-
cally within Asia Pacific nations and within the region. Indeed, the massi-
fication of HE has come to dominate the education policy environment, 
widely recognized as a necessary contributor to the ability of nations to 
compete economically, especially as HE, as an endeavor, is increasingly 
linked to the capacity of given nations to innovate (in all of its complex 
meanings), and through such innovations, gain and/or maintain a place 
within competitive economic environments. (For an excellent review of 
the range of changes taking place within the Asia Pacific region and HE 
responses to them, see: Simon Marginson, Sarjit Kaur, and Erlenawati 
Sawir, editors, 2011. For a review of the particular role HE institutions 
(HEIs) are playing in the area of research and innovation, see John N. 
Hawkins and Ka Ho Mok, editors, 2015.)


