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The Conventions in This Book

 Steps

This book uses a step-by-step format to guide you easily

through each task. Numbered steps are actions you

must do; bulleted steps clarify a point, step, or optional

feature; and indented steps give you the result.

 Notes

Notes give additional information — special conditions

that may occur during an operation, a situation that you

want to avoid, or a cross-reference to a related area of

the book.

 Icons and Buttons

Icons and buttons show you exactly what you need to

click to perform a step.

 Tips

Tips offer additional information, including warnings and

shortcuts.

 Bold

Bold type shows command names or options that you

must click or text or numbers you must type.

 Italics

Italic type introduces and defines a new term.





Chapter 1: Getting Started

Are you interested in working with digital images on your

computer? This chapter introduces you to Adobe Photoshop

Elements 11, a popular software application for editing and

creating digital images. Photoshop Elements also enables

you to organize your collection of digital images so you can

easily find what you are looking for.

Introducing Photoshop Elements 11

Understanding Digital Images

Start Photoshop Elements

Explore the Editor Workspace



Tour the Organizer Workspace

Switch Between the Organizer and the Editor

Introducing the Photoshop Elements Tools

Switch Editor Modes

Work with Tools

Work with Panels

Set Program Preferences

View Rulers and Guides

Introducing Photoshop

Elements 11

Photoshop Elements is a popular photo-editing program

you can use to modify, optimize, and organize digital

images. You can use the program’s Editor to make

imperfect snapshots clearer and more colorful as well as

retouch and restore older photos. With layers, you can

isolate objects in your images and apply special effects just

to those objects or combine multiple images into a collage.

You can also use the program’s Organizer to group your

photos into albums, assign descriptive keyword tags,

discover visually similar images, create slide shows, and

more. When you are done with your images, you can use

Photoshop Elements to save them for sharing on the web

or print them out.

Manipulate Photos

As its name suggests, Photoshop Elements excels at

enabling you to edit elements in your digital



photographs. The program includes numerous image-

editing tools and commands you can apply to manipulate

the look of your photos. Whether you import photos from

a digital camera or a scanner, you can apply a wide

variety of editing techniques to your images, from subtle

adjustments in color to elaborate filters that make your

snapshots look like paintings. See Chapter 7 for more on

manipulating selected parts of your photos. See Chapter

12 for more on painting and drawing, and see Chapter 13

for more on using filters.

Retouch and Repair

You can use Photoshop Elements to edit new photos to

make them look their best as well as retouch and repair

older photos that suffer from aging problems. For

example, you can restore a faded photo by using

saturation controls to make it more vibrant, or you can

use the Clone Stamp tool to repair a tear or stain. You

can also use the program’s exposure commands to fix

lighting problems as well as edit out unwanted objects

with the Healing Brush. See Chapter 9 for more on

retouching your photos.



Add Decoration

The painting and drawing tools in Photoshop Elements

make the program a formidable illustration tool as well as

a photo editor. You can apply colors or patterns to your

images with a variety of brush styles. See Chapter 12 to

discover how to paint and draw on your photos. In

addition, you can use the application’s typographic tools

to integrate stylized letters and words into your images.

See Chapter 14 for more on adding text elements.



Create a Digital Collage

You can combine parts of different images in Photoshop

Elements to create a collage. Your compositions can

include photos, scanned art, text, and anything else you

can save on your computer as a digital image. By placing

elements on separate layers, you can move, transform,

and customize them independently of one another. See

Chapter 8 for more on layers. You can also merge several

side-by-side scenes into a seamless panorama, which is

covered in Chapter 16.



Organize and Catalog

As you bring photos into Photoshop Elements, the

program keeps track of them in the Organizer. In the

Organizer, you can place groups of photos into theme-

specific albums, tag your photos with keywords, and

search for specific photos based on a variety of criteria.

You can also define the people who are in your photos,

the places where photos were taken, and the events

during which they were taken. See Chapters 3 and 4 for

more on the Organizer.



Put Your Photos to Work

After you edit your photographs, you can use them in a

variety of ways. Photoshop Elements enables you to print

your images, save them for the web, or bring them

together in a slide show. You can share your photos on

Facebook directly from the Organizer. You can also create

photo books, calendars, and other projects. For more on

creating and printing your photo projects, see Chapters

16 and 17.



Understanding Digital Images

To work with photos in Photoshop Elements, you must first

have them in a digital format. When a computer saves a

photographic file, it turns the image content into lots of

tiny squares called pixels. Digital cameras capture their

photos as files made up of pixels. Editing a digital image is

mostly about recoloring and rearranging pixels, at least on

a small scale. Using Photoshop Elements can be a little

easier when you remember this. This section introduces

you to some important basics about how computers store

images in digital form.

Acquire Photos

You can acquire photographic images to use in Photoshop

Elements from a number of sources. You can download

photos to Photoshop Elements from a digital camera,

memory card, or photo CD. You can scan photographs,

slides, or artwork and then import the images directly



into the program. You can also bring in photos that you

have downloaded from the web. For more on importing

photos, see Chapter 2.

Understanding Pixels

Digital images that you download from a camera consist

of pixels, each composed of a single color. Photoshop

Elements works its magic by rearranging and recoloring

these pixels. You can edit specific pixels or groups of

pixels by selecting the area of the photo you want to edit.

If you zoom in close, you can see the pixels that make up

your image. Chapter 5 covers the Zoom tool.

Bitmap Images

Images composed of pixels are known as bitmap images

or raster images. The pixels are arranged in a rectangular

grid, and each pixel includes information about its color

and position. Most of the time when you are working in



Photoshop Elements, you are working with bitmap

content.

Vector Graphics

The other common way of displaying pictures on your

computer is with vector graphics. Vector graphics encode

image information by using mathematical equations

instead of pixels. Unlike raster images, vector graphics

can change size without a loss of quality. When you add

shapes or text to your photos in Photoshop Elements, you

are working with vector graphics.

Supported File Formats

Photoshop Elements supports a variety of file types you

can both import and export. Popular file formats include

BMP, PICT, TIFF, EPS, JPEG, GIF, PDF, PNG, and PSD,

which stands for Photoshop Document. Files that you



save in the PSD, TIFF, and PDF formats can include layers

and other information that cannot be saved with the

other formats.

For images published on the Internet, JPEG, GIF, and PNG

are the most common formats.

File Size

An important way file formats differ from one another is

the amount of storage they take up on your computer.

File formats such as PSD and TIFF tend to take up more

space because they faithfully save all the information

that your camera or other device originally captured.

Those formats can also include multiple layers. JPEG, GIF,

and PNG files, on the other hand, are built to be sent over

the Internet and usually sacrifice some quality for the

sake of compactness.



Start Photoshop Elements

After you install Photoshop Elements, you can start it to

begin creating and editing digital images. Common ways of

obtaining and installing the program include from a DVD or

from downloading it from Adobe over the Internet. On a PC,

you can access Photoshop Elements as you do other

programs — through the Start menu. On a Mac, you can

access it through the Finder in the Applications folder or

through Launchpad.

Start Photoshop Elements

 Click Start.

 Type Elements in the search box.

Windows displays a list of search results.

 Click Adobe Photoshop Elements 11.

The Photoshop Elements welcome screen opens.

The welcome screen enables you to access the two

different workspaces in Photoshop Elements.



 Click Photo Editor.

The Photoshop Elements Editor opens.

A You can click Organizer to open the Organizer.

B You can click  to access the startup settings.

Explore the Editor Workspace

In the Photoshop Elements Editor, you can use a

combination of tools, menu commands, and panel-based

features to open and edit your digital photos. You can

switch between editing modes to access different tool and

panel arrangements. The main Editor pane displays the

photos that you are currently modifying. To open the Editor,

click Photo Editor on the welcome screen.


