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Chapter 1: Warming Up with Some French

Fundamentals

Starting with What You Already Know

Friendly allies: The perfect matches

Kissing cousins: A clear resemblance

False friends: Deceptive lookalikes

French words borrowed from English

Practicing Some Basic Pronunciation

Knowing the French alphabet

Letter perfect: Sounding French

Making it musical: Stringing together

words and phrases

Exploring Canadian French

Looking at unique French-Canadian words

and phrases

Speaking French with a Canadian accent

Chapter 2: Un, Deux, Trois: Numbers, Dates, and

Times

Numbers: Counting Your Lucky Stars

Cardinal numbers

Ordinal numbers

Approximating quantities

Using the Calendar and Dates



Recounting the days of the week

Knowing the names of the months

Setting specific dates

Remembering the seasons

Celebrating holidays

On the Clock: Telling Time

Using the 12-hour clock

Using the 24-hour routine

Chapter 3: Greetings, Goodbyes, and Small Talk

Addressing Someone Formally or Informally

Greetings: Formal and Friendly

Saying hello

Introducing yourself and others

Asking “how are you?”

Making Small Talk

Using key question words

Saying the magic words: Polite

expressions

Could you repeat that, please?

Stating your preferences

Talking about what you do

Chatting about the weather

Saying Goodbye

Deciding to keep in touch



Formal and familiar goodbyes

Chapter 4: Getting Personal: Discussing Your

Home, Family, and Daily Routine

Describing Where You Live

Your neck of the woods: Cities and states

Your pied à terre: Your home

Mentioning What You Own

Explaining what you have

Noting what’s yours, mine, and ours

Your Entourage: Talking about Your Family

Your Daily Routine

Beginning the day

Ending the day

Doing chores

Enjoying meals

Having fun and relaxing on the weekend

Chapter 5: Talking Business and Politics

Getting Along at the Office

Eyeing office supplies and equipment

Talking tech: Using computers and the

Internet

Communicating at Work



Placing and taking calls

Sending an e-mail or fax

Opening and closing a business letter

Sending mail the old-fashioned way

Discussing Events around the Water Cooler

Keeping current: News and headlines

Following politics

Chapter 6: Shopping at a Store and Online

Checking Out Department Stores

Navigating the store

Asking for assistance

Identifying specific objects in a display

Shopping for Clothes

Item by item: Naming what’s on the rack

Finding the right fit

Talking about color

Choosing the right fabric

Narrowing Your Options

Comparing items, more or less

Considering price

Making the Most of Online Shopping

Entering the site



Browsing the site

Checking out online

Chapter 7: Buying, Preparing, and Tasting Foods

Fresh Food, Fresh Air: Going to Food Markets

What you find at fresh food markets

Specifying how much you want

Buying Food at the Store

Shopping at neighborhood food stores

Enjoying a wider selection at the grocery

or supermarket

Making Your Own Meals

Reading the ingredients

Measuring ingredients

Peeling, cutting, mixing, and cooking

Eating Throughout the Day

Starting the day with breakfast French

style

Preparing lunch

Serving dinner

Book II: Exploring and Wandering About

Chapter 1: Making Plans and Discovering New

Places



Preparing For Your Trip

Making travel plans

Considering passports and visas

Packing your belongings

Seeing the Sites with the Locals

Extending an invitation for fun

Accepting and declining invitations

Considering Some Big-City Destinations

Au musée : At the museum

Au parc : At the park

Au marché aux puces : At the flea market

Touring Small Towns

Finding hidden treasures in France

Enjoying the old-world charm of Québec

À l’Aventure ! Looking for an Active Vacation

Getting active outdoors

Watching sports events

Indulging in Relaxing Activities

Catching some sun at the beach

Camping out

Finding Your Way Around



Asking where things are with où

Explaining where you are and where

you’re going

Understanding directions

Checking directions or your location

Getting clarification when you don’t

understand

Chapter 2: Enjoying a Night on the Town

Dining Out

Finding a restaurant

Making a restaurant reservation

Perusing the menu

Placing your order

Paying the bill

Finding the restrooms

Experiencing the Nightlife

Spending an evening at the theater

Heading to the movies

Going to concerts

Hitting a club

Chapter 3: Money Matters

Getting Current with Currency

Familiarizing yourself with euros and

cents

Exchanging money



Going to the bank

Processing Transactions

Charging purchases

Accessing ATMs

Cashing checks

Making change

Chapter 4: Home Is Where Your Suitcase Is:

Looking for Accommodations

Considering Your Accommodation Options

Sticking to traditional hotels

Vacation rentals: Staying at a gîte in

France

Making Hotel Reservations

Confirming availability

Specifying the kind of room you want

Asking about amenities

Talking price

Checking into a Hotel

Filling out a registration form

Requesting room essentials

Pointing out problems

Asking the front desk attendant for

information



Checking Out of a Hotel

Chapter 5: Getting Around

Breezing through the Airport

Finding your way around the airport

Up, up, and away: Relaxing on the plane

Going through customs

Taking Buses, Subways, and Trains

Boarding the bus

Rapid transit: Using the subway

Traveling by train

Cruising Around by Car

Hailing a taxi

Driving in a foreign land

Deciphering road signs

Chapter 6: Dealing with Emergencies

Getting Help Fast

Fixing What Ails You: Receiving Medical

Attention

Getting the preliminaries out of the way

Talking about your specific complaint

Undergoing a medical examination

Going to a pharmacy

Braving the dentist



Handling Legal Matters

Talking to the police

Getting legal help

Book III: Building the Grammatical Foundation for

Communication

Chapter 1: Building Strong Sentences with the

Parts of Speech

Action! Getting the Lowdown on Verbs

Naming Things with Nouns

Looking at types of nouns

Understanding gender

Making singular nouns plural

Getting the Genuine Articles: Definite,

Indefinite, and Partitive

Defining definite articles

One of many: Generalizing with the

indefinite article

Taking part: Choosing the partitive

Describing with Adjectives

Minding Manners: Adding Meaning with

Adverbs

Solving the Pronoun Puzzle

The actors: Subject pronouns

The emphasizers: Stress pronouns



The recipients: Object pronouns

The owned: Possessive pronouns

A little of this and that: Demonstrative

pronouns

The questioners: Interrogative pronouns

The connectors: Relative pronouns

Joining Together with Prepositions

Adding and Explaining with Conjunctions

Making the Most of Bilingual Dictionaries

Figuring out what to look up

Choosing the right word based on context

and part of speech

Understanding symbols and terminology

Interpreting figurative language and

idioms

Verifying your findings

Chapter 2: All Agreed? Matching Gender and

Number of Nouns and Articles

That Whole Gender Thing

Determining a noun’s gender

Noting nouns that are always masculine

or feminine

Changing meaning

Gender swap: Making masculine nouns

feminine

That Whole Number Thing



Looking at regular plurals

Forming irregular plurals

Expressing Gender and Number with Articles

Identifying definite articles

Identifying indefinite articles

Weighing in on some partitive articles

Getting Particular with Article-Like Adjectives

Showing possession

Being demonstrative: This one, that one

Which one? Asking with interrogative

adjectives

Chapter 3: Dealing with the Here and Now: The

Present Tense

Understanding Subject Pronouns and Subject-

Verb Agreement

Je or nous: The first person

Tu or vous: The second person

Il, elle, or on: The third-person singular

Ils or elles: The third-person plural

Conjugating Regular French Verbs

Exploring -er verbs

Introducing -ir verbs

Focusing on -re verbs



Dealing with Present-Tense Irregularities

Preserving pronunciation in -cer and -ger

verbs

Getting some stem-changing verbs to

boot

Wrestling with Some Irregular Conjugations

Deceptive -ir verbs: Different stems,

irregular endings

Pseudo -ir verbs

The -er-wannabe -ir verbs

The take-charge prendre family

The mettre family

The well-read family

The recevoir family

Remembering Notorious Irregular Pairs

Wanting to do what you can: vouloir and

pouvoir

Seeing is believing: Voir and croire

Appreciating Uniquely Irregular Verbs

Verbs of being and having

Verbs of going and doing

Verbs of knowledge

Verbs expressing necessity

Chapter 4: Commanding and Instructing with the

Imperative Mood



Made to Order: Conjugating in the Imperative

Making regular verbs imperative

Making irregular commands

Conjugating commands with reflexive

verbs

Personally Telling People What to Do

That sounds familiar: Bossing around

someone you’re close to

Giving formal orders or instructing others

Let’s do it! Showing esprit de corps (team

spirit or solidarity)

Tacking objects and other pronouns onto

commands

Giving Negative Commands

Just don’t! Negative commands

Don’t do it! Negative commands with

pronouns

Finding Other Ways to Give Commands

Instructing with the infinitive

Ordering or forbidding with “il faut”

Urging, encouraging, or asking with

“prière de”

Forbidding with “défense de”

Requesting with the future

Politely demanding with the subjunctive



Chapter 5: Asking and Answering Questions

Oui ou Non: Asking Yes-or-No Questions

Posing informal questions

Asking formal questions with inversion

Question Words: Probing for More Information

Which one? Interrogative adjectives

When, where, why, and how?

Interrogative adverbs

Who or what? Interrogative pronouns qui

and que

Constructing Wh Questions

Asking wh questions using intonation

Asking wh questions with est-ce que

Asking wh questions with inversion

Answering Questions Affirmatively

Answering yes-or-no questions

Answering wh questions

Just Say No: Answering Negatively

Never say never: Negative adverbs

Getting really negative with adjectives

We got nothing: Using negative pronouns

Getting down to the essentials with

negative phrases



Absolutely not: Inflating with double

negatives

Chapter 6: Communicating Clearly with Infinitives

and Present Participles

Infinitive Possibilities: Putting Infinitives to

Work

Expressing more action

Standing as subjects and objects

Understanding word order with infinitives

Presenting Present Participles

Forming present participles

Using French present participles

Translating -ing words into French

Book IV: Getting Down to Detail and Precision in Your

Communication

Chapter 1: Specifying Relationships with

Prepositions

Using the Most Common Prepositions

The preposition à

The preposition de

Forming contractions with prepositions

Identifying other useful prepositions

Distinguishing between Prepositions



When to use à versus de

When to use dans versus en

Using Prepositions with Places

Prepositions with countries

Prepositions with cities

Prepositions with states, regions,

continents, and islands

Looking at Verbs That Need Prepositions

Verbs with à

Verbs with de

Verbs with other prepositions

Verbs whose meanings change with

different prepositions

Verbs with no French preposition

Chapter 2: Describing with Flair: Adjectives and

Adverbs

Coloring Your Language with Adjectives

Making your adjectives agree

Correctly positioning adjectives with

nouns

Identifying adjectives with meaning

changes

Using Adverbs Correctly

Identifying types of adverbs



Forming adverbs of manner

Positioning adverbs

Comparing with Comparatives and

Superlatives

More or less, equal: Relating two things

with comparatives

Supersizing with superlatives

For better or worse: Special comparative

and superlative forms

Chapter 3: Taking Shortcuts with Object Pronouns

Using Object Pronouns

Direct-object pronouns

Indirect-object pronouns

Understanding Adverbial Pronouns

Getting there with the adverbial pronoun

y

Replacing some of it with the pronoun en

Positioning Double Pronouns

Lining up: Standard pronoun order

Using pronouns in commands

When Object Pronouns Double Up as

Reflexive Pronouns



Understanding the types of pronominal

verbs

Using reflexive pronouns

Deciding whether to make a verb

pronominal

Chapter 4: Tying Ideas Together with Conjunctions

and Relative Pronouns

Joining with Conjunctions

Staying on equal footing with

coordinating conjunctions

Depending on subordinating conjunctions

Grasping Relative Pronouns

Pronouns that join: Sizing up relative

pronouns

What you need to know: Identifying

indefinite relative pronouns

Chapter 5: Getting That Subjunctive Feeling

Conjugating in the Present Subjunctive

Regular verbs

Stem-changing and most irregular verbs

Really irregular verbs

Getting Unreal: Using the Subjunctive

With impersonal expressions



Once more, with feelings (and orders and

opinions)

Why not? With certain verbs in the

negative or interrogative

And with conjunctions

With superlatives: Simply the best

Something else: Words with indefinite

and negative pronouns

All by itself

Expressing Opinions, Doubts, or Regrets

about the Past

Avoiding the Subjunctive

Shared and implied subjects: Using de +

infinitive

Slipping in some indirect objects

Swapping the subjunctive for a noun

Casting a doubt with “if”

Chapter 6: What Lies Ahead and What Could

Happen: Simple Future and Present Conditional

The Infinitive and Beyond: Conjugating the

Futur

Regular and spelling-change verbs

Stem-changing verbs

Irregular verbs

Looking Ahead with the Future Tense

Talking about the Near Future in Other Ways



Making the future into a present

Where there’s a will, there’s a vais: Using

the futur proche

Setting the Mood with Conditional

Conjugations

Conjugating verbs in the present

conditional

Getting the hang of si clauses: If only

Book V: Going Back in Time

Chapter 1: Been There, Done That: Passé Proche

and Passé Composé

Just Finished: Creating the Near Past Tense

Explaining What Happened: Forming the

Passé Composé

Creating past participles

Making past participles agree with direct

objects

Creating the Passé Composé with Être

Knowing which verbs take être

Making the subject and past participle

agree

Understanding agreement with

pronominal verbs

Flexible Verbs: Using Either Avoir or Être



Didn’t Happen: Making the Passé Composé

Negative

Chapter 2: How Was It? What Was Going On? The

Imparfait

Conjugating the Imparfait

Regular verbs

Stem-changing verbs

Spelling-change verbs

Irregular verbs

Using the Imparfait

Choosing Past Times: The Imparfait versus

the Passé Composé

Getting help from key words

Considering the context

Chapter 3: To the Past and Beyond: Other Past

Tenses

Remembering Common Rules for Compound

Tenses

What Had Happened: Stepping Further Back

with the Pluperfect

Forming the pluperfect perfectly

Saving the pluperfect for just the right

time



Woulda, Coulda, Shoulda: Adding the Past

Conditional

Forming the past conditional

Hypothesizing with the past conditional

What Will Have Happened: Completing the

Future Perfect

Managing the future perfect

Meeting the deadline with future perfect

Looking Back: Getting Emotional with the

Past Subjunctive

Forming the past subjunctive

Reflecting on what happened with the

past subjunctive

Book VI: Appendixes

Appendix A: Verb Tables

Appendix B: French-English Mini-Dictionary

Appendix C: English-French Mini Dictionary

Appendix D: Fun & Games

Book I, Chapter 1: Warming Up with Some

French Fundamentals

Book I, Chapter 2: Un, Deux, Trois: Numbers,

Dates, and Times

Book I, Chapter 3: Greetings, Goodbyes, and

Small Talk



Book I, Chapter 4: Getting Personal:

Discussing Your Home, Family, and Daily

Routine

Book I, Chapter 5: Talking Business and

Politics

Book I, Chapter 6: Shopping at a Store and

Online

Book I, Chapter 7: Buying, Preparing, and

Tasting Foods

Book II, Chapter 1: Making Plans and

Discovering New Places

Book II, Chapter 2: Enjoying a Night on the

Town

Book II, Chapter 3: Money Matters

Book II, Chapter 4: Home Is Where Your

Suitcase Is: Looking for Accommodations

Book II, Chapter 5: Getting Around

Book II, Chapter 6: Dealing with Emergencies

Book III, Chapter 1: Building Strong Sentences

with the Parts of Speech

Book III, Chapter 2: All Agreed? Matching

Gender and Number of Nouns and Articles

Book III, Chapter 3: Dealing with the Here and

Now: The Present Tense

Book III, Chapter 4: Commanding and

Instructing with the Imperative Mood
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Book IV, Chapter 6: What Lies Ahead and

What Could Happen: Simple Future and

Present Conditional
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