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v

 This book is one of the many products of a collaborative pan-Arctic research project 
titled “Community adaptation and vulnerability in Arctic regions” (CAVIAR). The 
fi rst discussions on establishing such collaboration started in the mid-2000s as 
Nordic preparations for the International Polar Year (IPY 2007–2008) intensifi ed. 
Credit for starting the collaborative process and seeing it through to completion 
goes to its parents: Grete Hovelsrud from Norway, Barry Smit from Canada, Carina 
Keskitalo from Sweden and Monica Tennberg from Finland. The IPY project 
resulted the publication in 2010 of “Community Adaptation and Vulnerability in 
Arctic Regions” (Hovelsrud & Smit, eds.), a volume exploring current and future 
sensitivities, adaptive capacities and vulnerabilities in numerous cases studies across 
the Arctic region. 

 The Finnish CAVIAR project was funded by the Academy of Finland (2007–2009). 
In addition to contributing chapters on fl ood prevention in Northern Finland and the 
Russian Arctic to the CAVIAR publication, the project researchers, based in 
the Arctic Centre of University of Lapland, extended the scope of analysis to include 
governance of adaptation. The central idea in the case studies in the CAVIAR research 
is that local adaptation cannot be understood without taking into consideration 
broader economic, social, and political contexts of adaptation. We wanted to take a 
closer look at those contexts and our combination of expertise in political science 
and anthropology made such an endeavour possible. This book is the outcome of the 
ensuing multidisciplinary discussions and an effort to combine local, regional and 
national perspectives on adaptation governance.   
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