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of European integration created hopes of more successful

economic and political development. In the field of regional

studies, the exceptional growth of industrial districts in the

centre and northeast of the country, innovative regional

policy reforms, which replaced the top-down approach of the
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suffering from the country's specialization in traditional

sectors and its dependence on slow-growing markets.

What this analysis of regional inequality and economic

performance highlights is the existence of a wide range of

regional trajectories on the one hand and the

interdependence and unevenness of Italy's economic

geography on the other. In much of the recent geographical
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economic geography are frequently overlooked and are no
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this literature is characterized by region-centred approaches

and a concern with what happens inside regional

economies. Consequently, little attention is paid to the

study of unequal economic development, socioeconomic

inequalities and the role of power relations in shaping the

space economy. Instead, accounts of the Third Italy, and

also of the development of southern districts, addressed just

one aspect of the structure and development of the space

economy. Additionally, some of this literature implicitly

assumes that areas that are more developed offer role

models for areas that are less developed. A similar idea is

an explicit aspect of neoclassical convergence models. As

these models, with their expectations of catch-up, prevailed

until recently, the economic literature also was difficult to

reconcile with the reality of widening inequalities.

The existence of these gaps between models⁄theories and

reality suggests that there is a need for a more systematic

account of regional inequalities that considers the

relationships between development and underdevelopment.
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and development, there are multiple pathways, and that,
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versions of this thesis suggest that, in capitalist societies,



development and underdevelopment are two sides of the

same coin. An implication of these ideas is that the central

object of analysis should be the shifting map of areal

differentiation and the shifting mosaic of uneven

development.
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accordingly opens the way to the elaboration of a more

comprehensive approach to regional economic
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enterprises, the approach adopted recognizes that

institutional variables, primarily the institutional
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theory of corporate conduct that is less rudimentary than

those of mainstream economics.
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