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Introduction

If you’'re reading this you’'re either already a student
starting to prepare for your final year project or someone
planning to study, and wondering what’s entailed.
Whatever your motivation, you’ll find this book gives you
answers to the questions you have and to plenty of
questions you didn’t realise you wanted to ask. The
dissertation is the most significant piece of work most
students undertake on their degree course. It's worth
more than any other aspect, it has more time assigned to
it and it’s often the only time when you have the
opportunity for sustained one-to-one support from your
academic tutor.

You should do all you can to make the most of the
possibilities afforded to you in undertaking a dissertation.
This book helps you maximise the positive aspects of the
experience. You can pick up tips and find out about
common pitfalls, as well as having a rich source of help
and support for your writing and research.

Before you read further, take a moment to consider that
congratulations are in order! If you're writing a social
science dissertation, you’'re probably in the third or final
year of your degree course. On most degree courses, a
dissertation, or final year project, is obligatory. You can’t
register for such modules, unless you've successfully
completed previous coursework, essays, exams,
presentations, portfolios, and many other requirements.
You are already a success story!

However, there is still a long way to go. A dissertation is
an exciting,challenging, rewarding and often wonderful
experience. Simultaneously, it's also likely to be



exhausting, frustrating, time-consuming and irritating.
You need to maximise the positive and minimise the
negative and that ‘s where this book can really help.

About This Book

This book is presented in an accessible way, through
straightforward writing and a user-friendly format. To
make sense of the book, you don’t need to read it from
start to finish. In fact you don’t even need to read it in
order. It's a reference for you to dip into, as and when you
need advice or help. It covers the usual empirical
dissertations with all you'll need about research methods
and analysis, but it also helps you if you’'re planning a
library-based, theoretical thesis.

Conventions Used in This
Book

Each chapter covers the basics you’ll need and also
provides further details and examples that you can skim
over if you're pushed for time. | also flag up points in the
book where you can cross-reference to different chapters,
so that you can read the book thematically with ease.

For ease of navigation, | use the following conventions:

¥ |talic is used for emphasis, to highlight new words,
and terms which the text defines.



