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Preparing to Do the Deed Yourself

Choosing the location
Gathering equipment and supplies
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Vaccinate Your Birds
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Fertilised and Unfertilised Eggs are Easily
Distinguishable
Egg-Box Advertising is the Whole Truth
Chickens are Good for Your Garden
Chickens are Stupid

Cheat Sheet



Keeping Chickens For Dummies

®

by Pammy Riggs, Kimberly

Willis and Rob Ludlow

Keeping Chickens For Dummies

®

Published by

John Wiley & Sons, Ltd

The Atrium

Southern Gate

Chichester

West Sussex

PO19 8SQ

England

E-mail (for orders and customer service enquires): cs-

books@wiley.co.uk

Visit our Home Page on www.wiley.com

Copyright © 2011 John Wiley & Sons, Ltd, Chichester, West

Sussex, England

Published by John Wiley & Sons, Ltd, Chichester, West Sussex

All Rights Reserved. No part of this publication may be

reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any

form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying,

recording, scanning or otherwise, except under the terms of the

Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 or under the terms of a

http://www.wiley.com/


licence issued by the Copyright Licensing Agency Ltd, Saffron

House, 6-10 Kirby Street, London EC1N 8TS, UK, without the

permission in writing of the Publisher. Requests to the

Publisher for permission should be addressed to the

Permissions Department, John Wiley & Sons, Ltd, The Atrium,

Southern Gate, Chichester, West Sussex, PO19 8SQ, England, or

emailed to permreq@wiley.co.uk, or faxed to (44) 1243 770620.

Trademarks: Wiley, the Wiley Publishing logo, For Dummies, the

Dummies Man logo, A Reference for the Rest of Us!, The

Dummies Way, Dummies Daily, The Fun and Easy Way,

Dummies.com and related trade dress are trademarks or

registered trademarks of John Wiley & Sons, Inc. and/or its

affiliates in the United States and other countries, and may not

be used without written permission. All other trademarks are

the property of their respective owners. John Wiley & Sons, Inc.,

is not associated with any product or vendor mentioned in this

book.

Limit of Liability/Disclaimer of Warranty: The contents of this

work are intended to further general scientific research,

understanding, and discussion only and are not intended and

should not be relied upon as recommending or promoting a

specific method, diagnosis, or treatment by physicians for any

particular patient. The publishe, the author, AND ANYONE

ELSE INVOLVED IN PREPARING THIS WORK make no

representations or warranties with respect to the accuracy or

completeness of the contents of this work and specifically

disclaim all warranties, including without limitation any

implied warranties of fitness for a particular purpose. In view

of ongoing research, equipment modifications, changes in

governmental regulations, and the constant flow of information

relating to the use of medicines, equipment, and devices, the

reader is urged to review and evaluate the information

provided in the package insert or instructions for each

medicine, equipment, or device for, among other things, any



changes in the instructions or indication of usage and for

added warnings and precautions. Readers should consult with

a specialist where appropriate. The fact that an organization or

Website is referred to in this work as a citation and/or a

potential source of further information does not mean that the

author or the publisher endorses the information the

organization or Website may provide or recommendations it

may make. Further, readers should be aware that Internet

Websites listed in this work may have changed or disappeared

between when this work was written and when it is read. No

warranty may be created or extended by any promotional

statements for this work. Neither the publisher nor the author

shall be liable for any damages arising herefrom.

For general information on our other products and services,

please contact our Customer Care Department within the U.S. at

877-762-2974, outside the U.S. at 317-572-3993, or fax 317-572-

4002.

For technical support, please visit www.wiley.com/techsupport.

Wiley also publishes its books in a variety of electronic formats

and by print-on-demand. Some content that appears in standard

print versions of this book may not be available in other

formats. For more information about Wiley products, visit us at

www.wiley.com.

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data: A catalogue

record for this book is available from the British Library

ISBN 978-1-119-99417-6 (paperback), ISBN 978-1-119-97178-8

(ebook), ISBN 978-1-119-99418-3 (ebook), ISBN 978-1-119-99419-0

(ebook)

Printed and bound in Great Britain by TJ International, Padstow,

Cornwall

http://www.wiley.com/techsupport
http://www.wiley.com/


10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

About the Authors
Pammy Riggs and her family moved away from mainstream life

more than twenty years ago to create a different kind of reality,

transforming a bare, wet Devon field into Providence Farm

(www.providencefarm.co.uk) – a thriving small organic farm and

a cosy low-carbon home – planting woodland and reinstating

wild meadows along the way.

In the warm light of this liberation of her life, Pammy now

nurtures a burning desire to share her invaluable knowledge

and vast experience. Pammy speaks and teaches at various

educational institutions and has created a brand new home for

her writing, courses and ideas for getting reconnected with a

more natural and creative life at www.rootedin.co.uk. Her

passion is to empower us all to get out from behind our

computers and desks and get our hands dirty in the rich soil of

life.

Kimberly Willis lives with her husband, Steve, on a small farm

in the thumb area of Michigan. When not writing, she works at

the MSU Extension office in Lapeer County, Michigan, as a

horticulturalist and doubles as the resident chicken expert. Kim

has raised a number of breeds of chickens and other types of

poultry for over 30 years. She has shown poultry locally. She is

an advocate for eating locally and sells her fresh brown eggs to

friends and family. She is a proud member of

www.backyardchickens.com.

http://www.providencefarm.co.uk/
http://www.rootedin.co.uk/
http://www.backyardchickens.com./


Kim is also a garden writer and has numerous articles in print

and online. Your can read her work at www.life123.com or

www.squidoo.com/gardeninggranny or her blog at

www.gardeninggranny.blogspot.com.

Rob Ludlow, his wife Emily, and their two beautiful daughters,

Alana and April, are the perfect example of the suburban family

with a small flock of backyard chickens. Like countless others,

what started out as a fun hobby raising a few egg-laying hens

has almost turned into an addiction.

Originally, Rob started posting his experiences with chickens on

his hobby website – www.Nifty-Stuff.com – but after realising

how much his obsession with chickens was growing, he decided

to concentrate his efforts on a site devoted completely to the

subject. Now, Rob owns and manages

www.backyardchickens.com (BYC), the largest and fastest-

growing community of chicken enthusiasts in the world.

Rob hopes to work with BYC’s tens of thousands of members to

promote a change of the old concept, ‘a chicken in every pot’,

to a new version, the BYC vision – ‘a chicken in every yard’!

Dedications
Pammy Riggs: To my darling Mum, Joy Seales, who gave me all

that Scottish education and time mucking about in Scottish

farmyards – valuable compost for a fruitful animal-filled life.

Kimberly Willis: I would like to dedicate this book to my

husband, Steve, who took over the cooking and dishes so I

could concentrate on my latest book.

Rob Ludlow: To the three most important girls in my life –

Emily, Alana and April – who not only support but also

http://www.life123.com/
http://www.squidoo.com/gardeninggranny
http://www.gardeninggranny.blogspot.com/
http://www.nifty-stuff.com/
http://www.backyardchickens.com/


contribute to my joy of raising backyard chickens.

Authors’
Acknowledgments

Pammy Riggs: Thank you, Dummies, for choosing me and hand-

holding me through this first book. Thanks, also, to Country

Smallholding magazine for launching my writing by giving me a

regular ‘Chicken Whisperer’ column, and last but not least

thanks to my husband, Ritchie Riggs, whose irreverent humour

and grounded common sense is the sounding board I value.

Kimberly Willis: I would like to acknowledge all the help that

Jennifer Connolly has given me with my first Dummies book as

well as acknowledge all the hard work that Christy Pingleton

has done on this book. I would also like to acknowledge the fun

chicken website, www.backyardchickens.com, which gave me

much insight on the concerns new chicken owners have.

Rob Ludlow: Thanks to my brother Michael for getting me

started with chickens, and to Mike Baker and Kristin DeMint for

their help with the project. Especially huge thanks to the

incredibly smart, patient and helpful staff at

www.backyardchickens.com, and the thousands of friendly BYC

community members.

Publisher’s
Acknowledgements

We’re proud of this book; please send us your comments

through our Dummies online registration form located at

http://www.backyardchickens.com/
http://www.backyardchickens.com/


www.dummies.com/register/.

Some of the people who helped bring this book to market

include the following:

Commissioning, Editorial, and Media Development

Development Editor: Steve Edwards

Commissioning Editor: Claire Ruston

Assistant Editor: Ben Kemble

Copy Editor: Anne O’Rorke

Proofreader: Andy Finch

Production Manager: Daniel Mersey

Cover Photos: © Vincent O’Byrne/Alamy

Cartoons: Ed McLachlan

Composition Services

Project Coordinator: Kristie Rees

Layout and Graphics: Carl Byers, Lavonne Roberts, Corrie

Socolovitch

Proofreader: Lindsay Amones

Indexer: Claudia Bourbeau

Publishing and Editorial for Consumer Dummies

Kathleen Nebenhaus, Vice President and Executive Publisher

Kristin Ferguson-Wagstaffe, Product Development Director

http://www.dummies.com/register/


Ensley Eikenburg, Associate Publisher, Travel

Kelly Regan, Editorial Director, Travel

Publishing for Technology Dummies

Andy Cummings, Vice President and Publisher

Composition Services

Debbie Stailey, Director of Composition Services



Introduction

All over the country, more and more people are discovering the

joy of chickens. Some people are practical, wanting to explore

producing their own food; some are nostalgic, longing for a

taste of ‘the good life’; and other people are drawn in by the

sight of some pretty chicks.

Chickens are a special part of the authors’ lives. Everyday we

listen to the questions and concerns that people have about

chickens, and we take great enjoyment in the chickens that we

own, too. We’re thrilled that more and more people in towns,

cities and villages across the country want to keep chickens,

but that means the body of people who need information about

chickens just keeps on growing. Because we can’t be there to

answer questions in person, we decided it was time for a

modern, comprehensive chicken book that provides quick

answers to all your questions – and here it is!

About This Book
This chicken book is different from some of the others out there

– you can find the answers you’re looking for more easily here

because of the way we’ve organised the book. Go ahead, flip

through the book and see for yourself. Bold headings direct

your eyes to the very sections you need, and you don’t have to

read the whole book for a quick answer.

We’ve written this book to give you a broad overview of all

aspects of keeping chickens, from laying hens to meat chickens.

Today you may be interested in discovering how to care for

some cute, fluffy chicks you fell in love with at a country fair,

and you can find that information here. In five months or so,



when they begin laying eggs, you need information on what to

do and how to manage hens. That information is here too. And

if you get tired of those chicks because they all turn out to be

big, fat, noisy cockerels, well, we give you thorough instructions

on how to turn them into a roast chicken dinner. So put this

book on your bookshelf in a prominent place so that you can

refer to it again and again.

We’re careful to use modern, scientifically correct information

on chicken care and direct your attention to sources of

additional information when necessary. But we also throw in

lots of good, everyday, down-to-earth advice that can only come

from owning and enjoying our own chickens.

Conventions Used in This
Book

To help you find what you want quickly, we use a few

conventions throughout the book. For example:

 All web addresses appear in monofont so that you can

spot them easily.

Because of the way the book is printed, some web

addresses may break to the next line. We don’t add any

characters such as a hyphen if this happens, and so

copy the address just as you see it.

 New terms appear in italic and are closely followed by

easy-to-understand definitions.

 We use bold to highlight the keywords in lists.


