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Introduction

All over the country, more and more people are discovering the
joy of chickens. Some people are practical, wanting to explore
producing their own food; some are nostalgic, longing for a
taste of ‘the good life’; and other people are drawn in by the
sight of some pretty chicks.

Chickens are a special part of the authors’ lives. Everyday we
listen to the questions and concerns that people have about
chickens, and we take great enjoyment in the chickens that we
own, too. We're thrilled that more and more people in towns,
cities and villages across the country want to keep chickens,
but that means the body of people who need information about
chickens just keeps on growing. Because we can’t be there to
answer questions in person, we decided it was time for a
modern, comprehensive chicken book that provides quick
answers to all your questions — and here it is!

About This Book

This chicken book is different from some of the others out there
—you can find the answers you're looking for more easily here
because of the way we’ve organised the book. Go ahead, flip
through the book and see for yourself. Bold headings direct
your eyes to the very sections you need, and you don’t have to
read the whole book for a quick answer.

We’ve written this book to give you a broad overview of all
aspects of keeping chickens, from laying hens to meat chickens.
Today you may be interested in discovering how to care for
some cute, fluffy chicks you fell in love with at a country fair,
and you can find that information here. In five months or so,



when they begin laying eggs, you need information on what to
do and how to manage hens. That information is here too. And
if you get tired of those chicks because they all turn out to be
big, fat, noisy cockerels, well, we give you thorough instructions
on how to turn them into a roast chicken dinner. So put this
book on your bookshelf in a prominent place so that you can
refer to it again and again.

We’re careful to use modern, scientifically correct information
on chicken care and direct your attention to sources of
additional information when necessary. But we also throw in
lots of good, everyday, down-to-earth advice that can only come
from owning and enjoying our own chickens.

Conventions Used in This
Book

To help you find what you want quickly, we use a few
conventions throughout the book. For example:

¥ All web addresses appear in monofont so that you can
spot them easily.

Because of the way the book is printed, some web
addresses may break to the next line. We don’t add any
characters such as a hyphen if this happens, and so
copy the address just as you see it.

¥ New terms appear in italic and are closely followed by
easy-to-understand definitions.

¥ We use bold to highlight the keywords in lists.



