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Introduction

K eeping bees is a unique and immensely rewarding hobby. If you have
an interest in nature, you'll deeply appreciate the wonderful world that
beekeeping opens up to you. If you're a gardener, you’ll treasure the extra
bounty that pollinating bees bring to your fruit, flowers and vegetables. In
short, you'll be captivated by these remarkable little creatures in the same
way others have been captivated for thousands of years.

Becoming a beekeeper is easy and safe — it’s a great hobby for the entire
family. All you need is a little bit of guidance to get started. And that’s exactly
what this book is for. We provide you with a step-by-step approach for suc-
cessful hobby beekeeping. Follow it closely and you can have a lifetime of
enjoyment with your bees.

I (David) was first shown the inner workings of a hive of bees by the County
Beekeeping Instructor. He was trying to persuade me to take over the hives in
a secondary school so that the youngsters could continue to be introduced to
the craft of beekeeping. Well, he succeeded, so under his guidance, the lads
and [ learned together for the first season. It was a case of bluffing that  wasn’t
scared or losing face in front of a bunch of 14-year-olds who were all dead
keen. But [ found beekeeping so interesting that [ soon decided to have bees of
my own and that decision started me on a hobby that has continued for over

fifty years.

About This Book

If you've never kept bees, this book has all the information you need to get
started in beekeeping. We assume that you have no prior knowledge of bee-
keeping equipment, tools and techniques. We explain everything in simple
language, with a dash of humour and fun. That’s the Dummies way!
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However, if you've been a beekeeper for a while, this book is a terrific
resource for you, too. You can find new ideas on how to keep your bees
healthier and more productive. We include the latest information on honey
bee health and medications, plus a whole lot of tricks of the trade. In short,
this book is for just about anyone who’s interested in bees.

How This Book Is Organised

We include photographs and illustrations and lots of practical advice and
suggestions in this book. Here’s how the book is structured:

Part I: Getting Hooked on Honey Bees

Before becoming a beekeeper, take a moment to get to know the bee.

Chapter 1 explains the vital role bees play in our everyday lives, the great
benefits of beekeeping, and also helps you decide if beekeeping is the hobby
for you.

Chapter 2 covers basic bee anatomy and how bees communicate with each
other. It also introduces you to the various kinds of honey bees and other
stinging insects as well as giving you some insight into a day in the life of the
honey bee. You find out about the queen, the workers and the drones, and
the roles each plays in the colony.

Part 1l: Starting Your Adventure

This is where the fun begins! Here’s where you find out how to get started
with your first colony of bees.

Chapter 3 tells you where to best locate your hive and how you can get
started.

Chapter 4 shows the basic equipment you need and how to assemble it. You
find out about gadgets and different types of hive.

Chapter 5 helps you decide which kind of bee to keep, and when and how
to order your bees. Find out what to do the day your bees arrive and how to
successfully transfer them to their new home.
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Part 111: Looking Inside Your Hive

Here’s where you get up-close and personal with your bees. This section is
the heart of the book because it shares useful tips and techniques that help
you develop good habits right from the start. You find out the best and safest
way to inspect and enjoy your bees.

Chapter 6 clearly explains how to go about approaching and opening up a
hive of bees.

Chapter 7 helps you understand exactly what you're looking for every time
you inspect a colony. We include the specific tasks that are unique to the
weeks immediately following the arrival of your bees, as well as throughout
the season.

Chapter 8 discusses the tasks a beekeeper must perform year-round to main-
tain a healthy colony. Use it as a checklist of seasonal activities that you can
refer back to. Use this chapter to identify the tasks you should do, and when.

Part IU: Common Problems
and Simple Solutions

Beekeeping is an easy and gentle hobby. But sometimes things can go wrong.
This section tells you what to do when things don’t go as planned.

Chapter 9 shows you how to anticipate a number of the most common prob-
lems. Find out what to do if your hive swarms or simply packs up and leaves.
Discover how to recognise problems with brood production and your pre-
cious queen.

Chapter 10 takes a detailed look at bee illnesses. Learn what medications you
can use to keep your bees healthy and productive, year after year. Also read
about Colony Collapse Disorder, which is a major problem in America (but
thankfully not here).

Chapter 11 shows you how to deal with some common pests of the honey
bee, such as mites, birds and insects.

Chapter 12 teaches you the basics of raising your own queen bees for
fun and profit. Raising your own queens is a proven way to ensure strong,
healthy honey bees by breeding queens from your colonies exhibiting the
most desirable qualities (healthy, productive and gentle).

3
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Part U: Sweet Rewards

This is what beekeeping is all about for most people — the honey harvest!

Chapter 13 gets you ready for your honey harvest. Decide what kind of
honey you’d like to produce. Find out about the equipment you need and
how to plan for the big harvest.

Chapter 14 gives you a step-by-step approach for harvesting and bottling
your honey.

Part Vl: The Part of Tens

No For Dummies book is complete without the Part of Tens, so we offer a col-
lection of fun and helpful lists.

Chapter 15 lists ten fun bee-related activities, including information about
starting an observation hive, brewing mead (honey wine) and making prod-
ucts from beeswax and propolis.

Chapter 16 answers the most common questions about bee behaviour that
we get asked.

Chapter 17 includes ten of our all-time favourite honey recipes. After all,
honey has a lot more uses than just spreading it on toast!

We also include some back-of-book materials, including a lot of really helpful
bee-related resources and a glossary of bee and beekeeping terms that you
can use as a handy quick reference.

lcons Used in This Book

Peppered throughout this book are helpful icons to draw your attention to
different information:

From time to time, we explain some new terminology that is basic beekeeping
parlance. Learn some new words and some insights into the world of the hive.

Here we share with you some personal beekeeping anecdotes and facts about
these winged wonders!
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We use this icon to point out things to ingrain in your beekeeping conscious-
ness. Keep these points at the forefront of your mind when caring for your
bees.

Think of these tips as words of wisdom that, when applied, can make your
beekeeping experience more pleasant and fulfilling.

These warnings alert you to potential beekeeping mistakes to avoid.

Where to Go from Here

This book is a reference, not a lecture. You certainly don’t have to read it
from beginning to end unless you want to. We’ve organised the chapters in

a logical fashion, with sensitivity to the beekeeper’s calendar of events. But
you can read it in any order you like, using the detailed table of contents and
index to help you find exactly what you need. We really hope your beekeep-
ing endeavours are a success and that you enjoy every moment.
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‘We've got our bees & the hives & wow
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bee-keepers protective clothing.’



In this part . . .

Fis is where you get to know the honey bees’ role in
the environment and how they organise their society.
You also discover what’s involved in keeping bees so that
you can decide whether beekeeping is for you.




Chapter 1
To Bee or Not to Bee?

In This Chapter
Appreciating the many benefits of beekeeping
Admiring the honey bee’s vital role in nature
Deciding whether beekeeping is for you
Dealing with stings

When you have your own bees, you become very protective of them.
You spare no effort to cater for their every need through your first

season and make sure that you've done everything possible to see them
safely tucked up for winter. Then you wait anxiously until you see them flying
again the next spring.

Personally, we can’t wait until the weather’s warm enough to open the hives
for the first time to see how well they’ve come through winter. And if a hive
has died out, we have a real sense of loss when we remember all the work the
bees did to produce their honey crop.

You can’t help being fascinated by bees when you observe them at close quar-
ters. Over time you see them doing their waggle dances, feeding the queen,
building comb, bringing in pollen, fanning at the hive entrance and emerging
from their cells; you’ll be amazed at their industry and organisation.

In this chapter, we help you to understand the remarkable and bountiful little
honey bee by looking at its history and the value that it brings to our lives.
We also discuss the benefits of beekeeping and why you should consider it as
a hobby - or even a small business venture. This chapter gives you an idea

of what equipment you need to get started, the time you can expect to spend
maintaining a healthy hive and how deep your pockets need to be. We also
discuss the optimal environmental conditions for raising bees and end by
helping you decide if beekeeping is really for you.
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The prehistoric bee

Bees have been around for a long, long time, gathering nectar and pollinating flowers. They haven't
changed much since the time of the dinosaurs. The insect shown here is definitely recognisable
as a bee. It was caught in a flow of pine sap 30 to 40 million years ago and is forever preserved in
amber. Bee-utiful!

Courtesy of Mario Espinola

Discovering the Benefits of Beekeeping

Why has mankind been so interested in beekeeping over the centuries? The
first motivator was surely honey. After all, for many years and long before
sugar, honey was the primary sweetener in use. Honey probably remains the
principal draw for many hobby beekeepers. Chapters 13 and 14 deal with
how to produce, harvest and market your honey.



