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Foreword

When Aaron first mentioned he was writing the
WordPress Bible, I immediately offered him a hand in
editing. I figured it was a safe bet. After all, I'm a PHP
guy with five years of Drupal experience and zero years
of WordPress. In fact, my only involvement with
WordPress was attending WordCamp Mid-Atlantic; I'd
never even installed it before. I had to open my mouth. . .

Fast-forward a couple months and suddenly chapter after
chapter fill my inbox. So I started digging into this alien
environment from two different perspectives: first, from
the community perspective and second, from a
developer's perspective.



For open source projects, the community is important to
understand. Not only do you need to know how to get
involved, but also you also need to know how healthy it
is. Is this project going to be active a month or year from
now? Therefore, I started reading with the intent to learn
about the WordPress community. I wanted to know its
motivations, how it interacted, how decisions were made,
and how information flows within, into, and out of the
team. Delving into the community and help chapters, I
learned quite a bit. I found myself dropping into IRC,
exploring a mailing list or two, and hitting WordPress
forums to see how new voices were welcomed. To be
honest, I appreciated the perspective and guidance from
someone who “gets it.”

Secondly, one of the joys of open source is looking at
things from a developer's perspective. Unfortunately,
many open source projects are a pile of messy code with
horrible documentation, and you'll find yourself huddled
under a desk crying pitifully in under 15 minutes. With
WordPress, I didn't have that experience. Sure, there
were times when something didn't make sense at first
pass, but I kept digging. I asked some harsh questions
related to PHP 5 and object-oriented principles and
coding standards and APIs and a variety of other things.
Each response — even those which I disagreed with —
was well-reasoned and internally consistent. More
important, the documentation and explanations
supporting the system were amazing and provided
numerous great examples. In fact, the underlying
concepts were useful enough that I've duplicated a few
in one of my projects.

All that said, I enjoyed the book, I enjoyed exploring a
new community and system, and I appreciated having
Aaron as a guide.



