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Introduction

W e’re delighted to welcome you to our take on

window treatment and slipcover design. If you’re bored

with what’s being offered to you in the stores and want

to take a crack at doing it yourself, you came to the right

place. We think making your own window treatments and

slipcovers is the perfect way to express your individual

style, to make a room truly special and entirely your

own. This book provides you with our formula for a little

style magic: We provide several fun ideas to jazz up your

windows and furniture and explain step by step how to

make them come to life. All you need is some money,

time, and effort, and before you know it, you’ll be

creating beautiful window treatments and slipcovers for

which you’d pay an interior decorator a king’s ransom

(not to mention bragging rights!).

As soon as you get the do-it-yourself bug, don’t be

surprised if you scoff out loud at all the store-bought

home decorating products, their inflated prices, and

their listless design quality.

About This Book

Window Treatments & Slipcovers For Dummies is a book

for everyone — from those of you who don’t own a

sewing machine, and don’t want to, to those who are



learning the ins and outs of sewing, to those of you who

have some good basic sewing knowledge that you want

to flex a bit, to those of you who have been sewing for

years and want to pick up a few new design ideas. We

include useful background knowledge and practical

information on choosing materials (such as fabrics,

trims, and hardware), tips on planning your construction,

as well dozens of step-by-step projects that you can

create as is, or adapt to your design needs.

We wrote this book so you can make window treatments

and slipcovers easily at home and in the style you love.

We conceived and translated into writing many projects

that don’t require any sewing knowledge, for those who

want to create without sewing, and many projects that

only require rudimentary sewing knowledge. We wish we

had the time and space to give you a sewing tutorial for

each project, but that just wasn’t possible. If you want to

attempt an “advanced” sewing project that we offer, but

feel that your sewing skills aren’t quite up to snuff, we

encourage you to pick up Jan Saunders Maresh’s Sewing

For Dummies, 2nd Edition, (Wiley) which shows you all

the basic step-by-step sewing concepts and techniques,

and some fun projects, as well.

Conventions Used in This

Book



We want to take a minute to point out some conventions

we used when writing this book:

 To get you started on the right foot, each project

begins with a formula for figuring out how much

fabric you need to cover your particular window or

piece of furniture. We also always provide an

example, so that you can see the math in action.

 In addition to addressing fabric needs upfront, we

also provide a list of needed tools and materials

before each project. We arrange these lists of

supplies alphabetically, not in their order of

importance. Making sure you have all your tools and

supplies handy before you begin a project is

essential.

 We simplify many standard sewing practices to

make this book as accessible and easy as we possibly

can. If you’ve been taught to sew in a way that

contradicts our advice, certainly do what makes you

the most comfortable. But consider trying it our way.

We’ve thought it all through, and we believe our

suggestions will work out great for you and your

room. Mark has been sewing for decades and really

knows his stuff!

 Anytime we introduce a new sewing, fabric, or

decor term, we italicize it.

 We bold all keywords as well as the steps in a

numbered list.

 Web sites and e-mail addresses appear in

monofont to help them stand out.



What You’re Not to Read

Of course, we’d love for you to read each and every word

of this wonderful book — after all, we wrote it! However,

if you’re not interested in all the details and just want to

get to the heart of each project, you can skip the

sidebars, which are shaded gray. Sidebars contain good-

to-know but nonessential info, so they’re totally

skippable if you want to do so.

Also, any paragraphs marked with the Nice to Have icon

are skippable as well. These paragraphs point out tools

and gear that are (you guessed it) nice to have but not

necessary to complete the project successfully.

Foolish Assumptions

As we wrote this book, we made some assumptions about

you and your needs:

 You want to be able to create great-looking rooms

without having to first achieve seamstress status.

(Although for some projects in this book, we do

assume that you at least know your way around a

sewing machine.)

 You want a wide range of style choices to fit many

different rooms.



 You’re looking for tips, shortcuts, tricks, and smart

advice — from soup to nuts — to lower your

frustration level down to zero (or at least pretty close

to zero).

 You want to start making window treatment and/or

slipcover projects to spiff up your rooms right away.

If any of these assumptions fit the bill for you, welcome

to our world and to this book!



How This Book Is

Organized

We organized this book into five parts so that you can

quickly and easily find what you want.



Part I: Window Treatments &

Slipcovers 101

In this part, we talk about planning your window and

slipcover projects including how to determine your style,

your color likes and dislikes, your fabric choices and

where to shop for them, and information on hardware

and “softwear” for your windows and furniture. We also

give advice on what tools you need and how to create a

useful workspace.



Part II: Window Treatments in

a Snap

The chapters in this part deal exclusively with the easiest

no-sew and low-sew window treatments — everything

you need to know about measuring, cutting, and creating

simple curtains, draperies, and shades. We cover the

wonderful world of window treatment accessorizing, so

you can personalize your creations. We also offer some

helpful timesaving shortcuts and quick fixes in case you

find yourself in a jam.



Part III: Slipcovers Made Easy

This part shows you all about simple no-sew or low-sew

slipcovers and how to calculate your fabric needs and

measure properly so you can cover nearly any piece of

furniture in your home. We offer some advice on adding

accessories, such as trims and other add-ons, to your

slipcovers and, as in Part II, a few shortcuts and plenty of

advice on how to melt away mistakes.


