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Introduction

T his book gives you a new way to look at your everyday

world. Suddenly you see not just an old chair, but a piece
of living history and extraordinary craftsmanship.
Collecting antiques introduces you to interesting people.
Plus you learn fascinating things, such as the inside story
on Mary Gregory and why Chinese chairs are
comparatively tall. Each antique has a story to tell, and
part of the fun of collecting is gathering those stories.

For the new collector, this book introduces you to the
different categories of antiques. But we’re not going to
just show you the antiques without telling you the best
places and ways to get them. We give you the inside
story on antique shops, shows, flea markets, and
auctions so that you not only know what you’'re buying,
you know more savvy ways to buy it.

For the more experienced collector, this book presents a
chance to broaden your knowledge base. We consulted
with specialists across the country, searching out the
facts and the stories and the tips to make you an even
wiser collector.

This is a practical book, designed to help you incorporate
antiques into your life. We show you some ways you can
bring antiques into your home by suggesting different
types of antiques for some of the rooms of the house.



Collecting antiques is like falling in love: You are
constantly discovering new and interesting aspects of
the antiques. The more you know, the more you want to
know. You never get bored with your explorations, and
you want the relationship to last forever.

Collecting antiques is also very personal. Each carefully
chosen object has its own charm, appeal, and personality,
much like the very people who collect. You are matching
your personality with the personality of the piece.

How to Use This Book

The more you know about antiques, the more fun you
have discovering and buying them. We start out talking
about the art of antique collecting and give you tips on
developing a buying strategy and becoming a wise
collector. From there we move into the basics: furniture,
glass, ceramics, and silver. We have a section of how and
where to buy. Then we take you into the house so that
you can see ways to use antiques in your home. We end
with ways to care for your antiques, sell them, and get
them appraised. Fakes and frauds are out there, and
even the most sophisticated of collectors can be taken in
by them. Throughout the book, we give you lots of tips on
ways to recognize and avoid falling into fakes.

If you are a new collector, you may want to read the
opening two chapters so that you understand the
territory you are walking into. If you are eager to get out



there and buy, dip into Part II for some shopping advice
before you spend a lot of money.

Other than that, read any section you fancy.

Conventions Used in This
Book

Every day, some wonderful objects turn 100 years old
and become official antiques. Not all the objects we write
about are official antiques. We included some antiques-
in-waiting. These pieces have age but sometimes fall shy
of the requisite ten decades. Because of either amazing
craftsmanship or unusual popularity, we included several
of these stellar creatures.

Who Needs to Read This
Book?

In writing this book, we often thought about you. We
envisioned you as a smart, sophisticated person who
wanted to know more about antiques. Perhaps you are
worried about being taken advantage of. Perhaps you are
curious. Perhaps you want to add antiques into your life
and don’t know how to get started. Or perhaps you are
already a collector and just want more information.



