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Introduction

Every so often, a technology comes along that changes the way
we go about our everyday business. This technology is called a
disruptive technology and has such a significant benefit or
improvement that people are willing to change their normal way
of doing things to incorporate the new technology.
Virtualization is one of those disruptive technologies, and
vSphere leads the charge.

From the outside peering in, vSphere is intimidating. It appears
to be this massive monster of complexity, able to span
thousands of servers, connect to terabytes of storage, and even
move around machines without turning them off. You probably
feel like you're in over your head before you’ve even set foot in
the pool, right? The reality is, vSphere can be as big or small as
you want it to be. And once you get into it, you’ll wonder how
you ever got by without it. Not so scary after all.

This book is packed with real-world experience, compiled from
our day-to-day adventures working with VMware technology. It
gives you the know-how to get vSphere up and running, and
stay that way. Use this book to get the most out of vSphere and
enjoy all the benefits we’ve enjoyed over the years thanks to
VMware virtualization.

About This Book

This book is a comprehensive introduction to VMware vSphere
4. It gives you the information you need to plan, install, and
manage a vSphere virtual infrastructure. The book covers the
most common elements of vSphere and how to make them work
for you. While you're welcome to read this book from cover to



cover, each chapter sticks to a specific topic, making the book a
reference guide as well. Chapters are further divided into
sections, so you can quickly get to the information you need.

This book isn’t a vSphere manual. In fact, it’s the vSphere anti-
manual, meant to give you as much or as little information as
you need about vSphere in plain English, without all the
mumbo-jumbo and limited use of TLAs (Three Letter
Acronyms).

There are no exams or quizzes, so you don’t need to memorize
the contents of this book. Put what you use from this book into
your head, and leave the rest right here between the pages. If
you need to look something up, you should have no problem
finding this bright yellow book in your desk drawer. The whole
point of the For Dummies series is to help you find the
information you need to figure something out and get you back
to your life.

How to Use This Book

This book is an introduction to a complex technology, written in
the For Dummies conversational manner. Some of the concepts
we describe talk about how and why things work the way they
do. Other concepts are based on a process or a comparison. To
keep it as simple as possible, we break them out like this:

¥ In bulleted lists, often you will find the concept name in
bold, followed by the definition of the concept.

¥ A simple list of information is just regular text.

¥ Numbered steps of a process are shown in bold,
followed by additional details and descriptions shown in
regular text.



