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Introduction

L et the exciting journey begin! The Koran For

Dummies introduces you to the sacred Revelation

revered by over 1.4 billion men and women worldwide.

The chapters in this book also guide you through the

often complex and controversial perspectives of the

Koran that has come under new scrutiny in a post-9/11

world.

I hope that this book answers all your questions about

this sacred Book and provides you with a renewed

understanding of the Islamic faith and the Muslim

tradition.

About This Book

The Koran has been at the heart of Muslim life and

culture for over 1,400 years. Interpretations of Islam and

its role in the world today gain legitimacy among

Muslims only when those ideas and theories can find

their roots in the sacred Scripture.

As such, the Koran is probably the most used and

misused Book in the world, not only by Muslims, but also

by non-Muslim activists and intellectuals. By reading this

book, you can gain basic, necessary, information on the



teachings of the Koran that continue to shape the debate

on the world’s future.

Muslims often claim that Islam offers a complete way of

life that intertwines inner experiences with outer

realities. Through this book, you can come to appreciate

the Koran’s intimate role in individual and communal

Muslim life — a role that gives rise to intense spiritual

treasures and core community values. The importance of

this subject has taken on new meaning as Islam has

emerged as the second largest world religion; many

experts consider Islam the fastest-growing religion in the

United States and Europe.

The Koran For Dummies provides a basic, practical

understanding of the Koran’s role in Muslim life and

society. This book, as an introduction to the Scripture,

doesn’t discuss every interpretation found about the

Koran in Muslim and non-Muslim circles.

I wrote this book as an American Muslim; my own

religious experiences played a part in the writing of this

book. However, The Koran For Dummies offers an

objective, accurate portrayal of traditional Islamic views

about the Koran.

Most books that you find on the Koran are either too

academic for the average reader or too short for a

comprehensive discussion of the Koran’s style and

content. This is what makes The Koran For Dummies

unique. This book is organized in a simple, easy-to-read



style that tells you what you want to know about the

Koran in a straightforward, but complete, way.

As a companion to this book, I recommend Islam For

Dummies, by Malcolm Clark, published by Wiley. This

book does an excellent job of explaining Muslim history,

culture, and politics. It also includes a great introduction

to the various sects within Islam.

Conventions Used in This

Book

As you read this book, you should keep the following

points in mind.

Muslims strongly believe that the Koran is the actual

living word of God that was revealed through Angel

Gabriel to Prophet Muhammad. Muslims use expressions

like “the Koran says . . .” and “God says . . .”

interchangeably to mean the exact same thing.

Throughout this book, I write from the Koran’s

perspective, keeping in mind that most people who read

this book are not Muslim. However, you should remain

aware that for Muslims, the Koran represents God’s

unaltered and eternal word.

I use three different words to refer to the sacred

Revelation: Koran, Book, and Scripture. These three



words mean exactly the same thing — there is no

difference between them whatsoever.

In this book, most Koranic passages that I explain are not

direct quotations, but rather paraphrases of the basic

overall meaning. Many of the passages that I do quote

directly make up only part of the verse that helps explain

any given subject, and not the whole verse, which often

includes text that strays from the subject at hand.

The Koran is made up of chapters, called Surahs, and

verses or lines, called Ayat (singular, Ayah). When I give

references to the Koran, I write them like this: (Surah:

Ayah) or (Surah: Ayah-Ayah). For example, if I quote

Surah 1, Ayat 1 through 3, I cite the passage as (1:1–3).

The beautiful and unique Arabic language has amazing

depth. Arabic words can be translated in more than one

way. In this book, I translate concepts in a way that non-

Muslims will find easy to understand. I could write an

entire chapter, or even a whole book, to explain the

complexity of some Arabic words (such as Taqwa — God-

consciousness), but, for reasons of space, I use only a

few words to reference each Arabic word.

When transliterating Arabic terms into English

phonetics, I use transliterations commonly found in the

West, so that you can recognize the word. For example,

the proper transliteration of “Koran” is “Qu’ran.” And,

the proper transliteration of “Mecca” is “Makkah.” But,

for the sake of recognizability, I use the transliterations

that may be most familiar to Western readers.



At times, to fully understand the Koran, you have to

venture to outward sources. The most important of these

sources is Prophet Muhammad, the primary interpreter

and teacher of the Book. Throughout this book, I refer to

the sayings of Muhammad to expand on basic ideas

presented in the Koran. Sometimes I also refer to the

words of Muhammad’s close companions and famous

scholars of the Islamic tradition.

Finally, this book doesn’t necessarily tell you about your

Muslim neighbor, friend, or co-worker. Nor do these

chapters always reflect the condition of the Muslim

world today. In fact, most Muslims contend that many in

the Muslim world have stopped practicing the authentic

teachings of the Koran and instead rely on their own

tribal cultures for individual and communal guidance.

This book seeks to present the Koranic ideal, which

doesn’t always translate into practice. However, if you

want to understand the role of the Koran in society, and

its ability to bring reform to the Muslim world, you must

understand the ideals of the Scripture.

Foolish Assumptions

You don’t have to be familiar with the Islamic faith or

Muslim practice to read and enjoy The Koran For

Dummies. In each chapter, I tell you the fundamentals

that you need to understand what the Koran teaches and

how it perceives the seen and unseen world.



If you’re already somewhat familiar with the Koran,

you’ll enjoy an added experience of simplifying and

breaking down major concepts and themes in the Koran

that you may have questions about. Also, this book will

provide you with valuable insight into the Koran’s

literary structure that will help you to feel more

comfortable with the Book’s narrative style. Finally,

you’ll find out about the basics of classical and modern

interpretations of the Scripture, which will give you an

added perspective into your experience with the Koran.

You have many questions about the Koran. You may have

heard many stories and controversies in the media and

don’t know where the Koran stands on these issues. I

answer frequently asked questions and respond from an

Islamic perspective to common misconceptions that you

may have come across.

I assume that you want an introductory look into the

most essential issues related to the Koran. I don’t offer

you an academic critique that dissects every theory, view,

and interpretation about the Koran. Instead, I explain

traditional views and interpretations of the Scripture.

But please remember, as you dig deeper into your

exploration of the Book, that interpretations of its text

are as diverse as the Muslim population that comes from

every culture possible.



How This Book Is

Organized

The Koran For Dummies is not a textbook. You don’t have

to read it from A to Z or even start from the beginning.

If you want to read about a particular topic regarding the

Koran, you can find that subject in the Table of Contents

or Index, flip to those pages, and get a quick explanation

of the topic.

You don’t have to read this book from cover to cover,

starting with Chapter 1 and going straight through to the

end. However, if you are just starting out in your

exploration of the Koran, I advise you to look through the

chapters in Part I of this book to get up and running.



Part I: Revealing the Word of

God: The Book

This opening part introduces you to the basic themes of

the Koran, and the history of its compilation. Here, you

also discover the Book’s unique style and language.

Finally, you get a look into how the Book relates to Judeo-

Christian Scriptures.



Part II: Searching for the Soul

of the Koran

The Koran has always been open to interpretation and

reinterpretation. This part surveys traditional methods of

interpreting the Koran, and takes a look at modern

movements of thought that seek to define the Will of God

through the Koran.


