Making Everything Easier!

Learn to:

« Speak German quickly and effectively

* Master basic grammar, verb conjugations,
vocabulary, and pronunciations

The international leader in language instruction

Paulina Christensen, PhD
Anne Fox
Wendy Foster




German For Dummies®,
2nd Edition

by Paulina
Christensen, Anne FoX,
and Wendy Foster

&)

WILEY

Wiley Publishing, Inec.

German For Dummies®, 2nd Edition

Published by

Wiley Publishing, Inc.
111 River St.

Hoboken, NJ 07030-5774
www.wiley.com

Copyright © 2011 by Wiley Publishing, Inc., Indianapolis,
Indiana

Published simultaneously in Canada

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a
retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any
means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording,
scanning, or otherwise, except as permitted under
Sections 107 or 108 of the 1976 United States Copyright
Act, without either the prior written permission of the


http://www.wiley.com/

Publisher, or authorization through payment of the
appropriate per-copy fee to the Copyright Clearance
Center, 222 Rosewood Drive, Danvers, MA 01923, 978-
750-8400, fax 978-646-8600. Requests to the Publisher
for permission should be addressed to the Permissions
Department, John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 111 River Street,
Hoboken, NJ 07030, (201) 748-6011, fax (201) 748-6008,
or online at http://www.wiley.com/go/permissions.

Trademarks: Wiley, the Wiley Publishing logo, For
Dummies, the Dummies Man logo, A Reference for the
Rest of Us!, The Dummies Way, Dummies Daily, The Fun
and Easy Way, Dummies.com, Making Everything Easier,
and related trade dress are trademarks or registered
trademarks of John Wiley & Sons, Inc. and/or its affiliates
in the United States and other countries, and may not be
used without written permission. All other trademarks are
the property of their respective owners. Wiley Publishing,
Inc., is not associated with any product or vendor
mentioned in this book.

Limit of Liability/Disclaimer of Warranty: The publisher
and the author make no representations or warranties
with respect to the accuracy or completeness of the
contents of this work and specifically disclaim all
warranties, including without limitation warranties of
fitness for a particular purpose. No warranty may be
created or extended by sales or promotional materials.
The advice and strategies contained herein may not be
suitable for every situation. This work is sold with the
understanding that the publisher is not engaged in



http://www.wiley.com/go/permissions

rendering legal, accounting, or other professional
services. If professional assistance is required, the
services of a competent professional person should be
sought. Neither the publisher nor the author shall be
liable for damages arising herefrom. The fact that an
organization or Website is referred to in this work as a
citation and/or a potential source of further information
does not mean that the author or the publisher endorses
the information the organization or Website may provide
or recommendations it may make. Further, readers
should be aware that Internet Websites listed in this work
may have changed or disappeared between when this
work was written and when it is read.

For general information on our other products and
services, please contact our Customer Care Department
within the U.S. at 877-762-2974, outside the U.S. at 317-
572-3993, or fax 317-572-4002.

For technical support, please visit
www.wiley.com/techsupport.

Wiley publishes its books in a variety of electronic formats
and by print-on-demand. Some material included with
standard print versions of this book may not be included
in e-books or in print-on-demand. If this book refers to
media such as a CD or DVD that was not included in the
version you purchased, you may download this material
at booksupport.wiley.com For more information about
Wiley products, visit www.wiley.com.



http://www.wiley.com/techsupport
http://booksupport.wiley.com/
http://www.wiley.com/

Library of Congress Control Number: 2010942180
ISBN: 978-0-470-90101-4
Manufactured in the United States of America

10987654321

About the Authors

Paulina Christensen has been working as a writer,
editor, and translator for almost ten years. She holds a
degree in English and German literature and has
developed, written, and edited numerous German-
language textbooks and teachers’ handbooks for Berlitz
International. Her work as a translator ranges from new
media art to science fiction (Starlog magazine). She
occasionally works as a court interpreter and does
consulting and interpreting at educational conferences, as
well as voice-overs for educational videos and CD-ROMs,
Dr. Christensen received her M.A. and Ph.D. from
Dusseldorf University, Germany, and has taught at Berlitz
Language Schools, New York University, and Fordham
University.

Anne Fox has been working as a translator, editor, and
writer for the past twelve years. She studied at
Interpreters’ School, Zurich, Switzerland, and holds a
degree in translation. Her various assignments have
taken her to outer space, hyperspace, and around the
world. She has also taught at Berlitz Language Schools
and worked as a legal and technical proofreader in the



editorial departments of several law firms. Most recently
she has been developing, writing, and editing student
textbooks and teacher handbooks for Berlitz.

Wendy Foster has been working as a teacher, writer,
editor, and translator for longer than she can remember.
She holds a degree in German from the Language and
Interpreting Institute, Munich, Germany, an M.A. in French
from Middlebury College, and a public school teaching
certificate for German and French. She studied in France
for two years, and then settled in Munich, Germany,
where she worked in various teaching and writing
capacities at various institutions, including Siemens,
Hypovereinsbank, Munich Chamber of Commerce, and a
number of publishers. She recently returned to her New
England roots, where she works from her home
overlooking a spectacular salt marsh that constantly
beckons her to go kayaking, swimming, walking, and bird
watching.

Berlitz has meant excellence in language services for
more than 120 years. At more than 400 locations and in
50 countries worldwide, Berlitz offers a full range of
language and language-related services, including
instruction, cross-cultural training, document translation,
software localization, and interpretation services. Berlitz
also offers a wide array of publishing products, such as
self-study language courses, phrase books, travel guides,
and dictionaries.

The world-famous Berlitz Method® is the core of all Berlitz
language instruction. From the time of its introduction in
1878, millions have used this method to learn new
languages. For more information about Berlitz classes and
products, please consult your local telephone directory for
the Language Center nearest you or visit the Berlitz Web



site at www.berlitz.com, where you can enroll in classes
or shop directly for products online.

Author’s
Acknowledgments

Wendy: | must thank Paulina Christensen and Anne Fox,
who put so much time, effort, and knowledge into the first
edition of this book. Thanks also to the editorial staff at
Wiley for their unwavering support and to the technical
reviewers, Tom Beyer and Chris Bellmann, who provided
invaluable assistance. Finally, | would like to thank my
friends at Fisherman’s Cove for their friendship, patience,
and humor, especially Phil, Crista, and Kitty.

Publisher’s
Acknowledgments

We're proud of this book; please send us your comments
through our online registration form located at
http://dummies.custhelp.com. For other comments,
please contact our Customer Care Department within the
U.S. at 877-762-2974, outside the U.S. at 317-572-3993,
or fax 317-572-4002.

Some of the people who helped bring this book to market
include the following:

Acquisitions, Editorial, and Media Development


http://www.berlitz.com/
http://dummies.custhelp.com/

Project Editors: Corbin Collins, Tracy Barr
(Previous Edition: Mary Goodwin)
Acquisitions Editor: Michael Lewis

Copy Editor: Christine Pingleton

Assistant Editor: David Lutton

Technical Editors: Thomas Beyer, Christian Bellmann
Assistant Project Manager: Jenny Swisher
Associate Producer: Josh Frank

Quality Assurance: Doug Kuhn

CD Producer: Her Voice Unlimited, LLC
Editorial Manager: Jennifer Ehrlich
Editorial Assistant: Jennette EINaggar

Art Coordinator: Alicia B. South

Cover Photos: ©iStockphoto.com / ihoe / Brian Chase /
Amanda Cotton

Cartoons: Rich Tennant (www.the5thwave.com)

Composition Services

Project Coordinator: Sheree Montgomery


http://istockphoto.com/
http://www.the5thwave.com/

Layout and Graphics: Mark Pinto, SDJumper, Christin
Swinford

Proofreaders: Linda Seifert, Dwight Ramsey
Indexer: Potomac Indexing, LLC

Illustrator: Elizabeth Kurtzman

Publishing and Editorial for Consumer Dummies

Diane Graves Steele, Vice President and Publisher,
Consumer Dummies

Kristin Ferguson-Wagstaffe, Product Development
Director, Consumer Dummies

Ensley Eikenburg, Associate Publisher, Travel
Kelly Regan, Editorial Director, Travel
Publishing for Technology Dummies

Andy Cummings, Vice President and Publisher,
Dummies Technology/General User

Composition Services

Debbie Stailey, Director of Composition Services



German For Dummies®,
2nd Edition

Visit www.dummies.com/cheatsheet/german
to view this book's cheat sheet.

Table of Contents

Introduction

About This Book

Conventions Used in This Book
Foolish Assumptions

How This Book Is Organized

Part |: Getting_Started
Part lI: German in Action
Part lll: German on the Go
Part IV: The Part of Tens
Part V: Appendixes

lcons Used in This Book
Where to Go from Here

Part |: Getting_Started

Chapter 1: You Already Know a Little German

The German You Know



http://www.dummies.com/cheatsheet/german

Friendly allies (perfect cognates)
Kissing_cousins (near cognates)
False friends

Lenders and borrowers

Using Popular Expressions

Chapter 2: The Nitty-Gritty: Basic German
Grammar

Getting_a Handle on Parts of Speech

Nouns
Articles
Pronouns
Adjectives
Verbs
Adverbs

Constructing_Simple Sentences

Arranging_words in the right order
Putting the verb in second place
Pushing_the verb to the end
Forming_questions

The Tenses: Past, Present, and Future

Looking_at the present

Talking_about the past: The perfect tense
Writing_about the past: Using_the simple
past tense of verbs

Talking_about the future




Putting_the Language in the Proper Case

A quick trip through the different cases
Why all these cases matter

Chapter 3: Hallo! Pronunciation and Basic
Expressions

Mouthing_Off: Basic Pronunciation

Dealing_with stress in German
Building_the alphabet blocks
Pronouncing_vowels

Pronouncing_a, 0, and U

Pronouncing diphthongs
Pronouncing_consonants
Pronouncing_combinations of consonants

Getting Formal or Informal
Saying “Hello,” “Goodbye,” and “How Are
You?"

Asking_“How are you?”
Replying_to “How are you?”

Introducing_Yourself and Your Friends

Introducing_your friends
Introductions for special occasions
Introducing_yourself

Chapter 4: Getting Numbers, Time,
andMeasurements Straight




Juggling_ Numbers
Telling Time

Asking_for the time

Telling_time with the 12-hour clock
Using_the 24-hour system

Times of the day

Days of the week

Naming_the Months
Measurements, Quantities, and Weights

Chapter 5: Talking_ about Home and Family

Living_in_ an Apartment or House

Describing_life within four walls
Asking_the right questions

Talking_about Your Family

Part II: German in Action

Chapter 6: Getting to Know You: Making_Small
Talk

Talking_about Yourself

Describing_your work

Providing_your name and number(s)
Looking_at possessive pronouns




Conversing about Cities, Countries, and
Nationalities

Revealing_where you come from
Using_the all-important verb “sein”
Asking_people where they come from
Discovering_nationalities
Chatting_about languages you speak

Making_Small Talk about the Weather

Noting what it's like out there
Discussing_the temperature
Describing_the day’s weather

Chapter 7: Asking_for Directions

“Wo?" — Asking_Where Something_Is
“Wie weit?” How Far Is It?
Going_Here and There

Asking_“How Do | Get There?”

Using “in” to get into a location
Using_“nach” to get to a city or
country

Using_“zu” to get to institutions

Describing_a Position or Location in
Relation to Some Other Place
Getting_Your Bearings Straight with Left,
Right,_ North, and South

Left, right, straight ahead




The cardinal points

Taking This or That Street

Using Ordinal Numbers: First, Second,
Third,_ and More

Traveling by Car or Other Vehicle

Chapter 8: Guten Appetit! Dining Out and
Going_to the Market

Hast du Hunger? Hast du Durst?
All about Meals

Setting the Table for a Meal
Dining_Out: Visiting_a Restaurant

Deciding_where to eat
Making_reservations

Arriving_and being _seated
Deciphering_the menu

Placing_your order

Applying_the subjunctive to express
your wishes

Using_modals to modify what you say
Ordering_something_special
Replying_to “How did you like the
food?”

Asking_for the check

Shopping_for Food

Knowing where to shop
Finding_what you need




Chapter 9: Shopping Made Easy

Places to Shop around Town

Finding Out about Opening_Hours
Navigating_Your Way around a Store
Just Browsing: Taking a Look at
Merchandise

Getting_Assistance as You Shop
Shopping_for Clothes

Familiarizing_yourself with the colors
available

Knowing_your size

Trying_on the items you find

Paying_for Your Shopping_ltems
Comparatively Speaking: Making
Comparisons Among_Objects

Chapter 10: Going_ Out on the Town

What Would You Like to Do?
Going_to the Movies

Getting_to the show
Buying_ tickets

What Was That? The Simple Past Tense of
“Sein”

Going_to the Museum

Talking_about Action in the Past

Forming_the past participle




Using “haben” in the perfect tense
Using_“sein” in the perfect tense

Going Out for Entertainment
How Was It? Talking about Entertainment

Asking_for an opinion
Telling_people what you think

Going_to a Party

Getting_an invitation
Talking_about a party

Chapter 11: Taking_Care of Business and
Telecommunications

Phoning Made Simple

Asking_for your party
Making the connection

Making_Appointments
Leaving_Messages

A Few Words about Dative Pronouns
Sending_Written Correspondence

Sending_a letter or postcard
E-mailing
Sending_a fax

Getting_to Know the Office




Mastering_your desk and supplies
Doing_business in German

Chapter 12: Recreation and the Great
Qutdoors

Playing Sports

Playing_around with the verb
“spielen”

Verbalizing_sports you enjoy.
Inviting_someone to play

Using_Reflexive Verbs to Talk about Plans

Getting_reflexive

Accusing_and dating_your pronouns
Some common reflexive verbs
Reflexive verbs that are flexible

Exploring_the Outdoors

Getting_out and going
Things to see along_the way
Going_to the mountains
Going_to the country
Going_to the sea

Part Ill: German on the Go

Chapter 13: Planning_a Trip

Getting_Help from a Travel Agent




Planning Ahead: Using_the Future Tense

Describing_events in specific months
Naming_specific times in the months
Rethinking_Dates

Dealing with Passports and Visas

The all-important passport
Inquiring_about visas

Chapter 14: Making Sense of Euros and Cents

Changing_Currency

Heading_to the ATM
Getting_Imperative

Understanding the Euro and Other
Currencies

Chapter 15: Getting Around: Planes, Trains,
Taxis,_and Buses

Using_German at the Airport

Getting_your ticket
Checking_in

Going_through immigration
Going_through customs

Traveling_by Car

Renting_a car
Making_sense of maps




Wrapping_your brain around road
signs

Taking_a Train

Interpreting_train schedules
Getting_information
Buying_tickets

Knowing_ When to Separate Your Verbs
Navigating Buses, Subways, and Taxis

Catching_the bus
Getting_a taxi

Chapter 16: Finding_a Place to Stay

Finding_a Hotel
Reserving Rooms

Saying_when and how long_you want

to stay
Specifying_the kind of room you want

Asking_about the price
Finalizing_the reservation

Checking_In

Stating_how long_you’'re staying
Filling_out the registration form
Getting keyed in

Asking_about amenities and facilities




Checking Out and Paying_the Bill

Asking_for your Dbill
Asking_small favors

Chapter 17: Handling_ Emergencies

Requesting_Help

Shouting_for help
Reporting_a problem
Asking_for English-speaking_help

Getting_Medical Attention

Describing_what ails you
Telling_about any special conditions
Getting_an examination
Specifying_parts of the body
Getting_the diagnosis
Getting_treatment

Talking_to the Police

Describing what was stolen
Answering_questions from the police
Getting_legal help

Part IV: The Part of Tens

Chapter 18: Ten Ways to Pick Up German
Quickly




Labeling_the World Around You
Organizing_Useful Expressions
Writing_Shopping_Lists

Thinking_in German

Using_Language CDs and Downloads
Watching German TV and Listening_to
German Radio Online

Trying_an Interactive German Program
Watching German Movies
Reading_German Publications

Eating_ German Cuisine

Chapter 19: Ten Things Never to Say in
German

Using_the Right Form of Address
Addressing_Service People Correctly

Hot or Cold?

I’'m Not Loaded

Speaking_of the Law with Respect
Using_“Gymnasium” Correctly
Knowing_the Appropriate Form of “Know”
Going_to the Right Closet

Using_ Bekommen Properly

Using_the Right Eating Verb

Chapter 20: Ten Favorite German Expressions

Alles klar!
Wirklich

Kein Problem
Vielleicht




Doch
Unglaublich!
Hoffentlich
Wie schon!
Genau!
Stimmt’s?

Chapter 21: Ten Phrases That Make You
Sound German

Schones Wochenende!

Gehen wir!

Was ist los?

Das klingt gut!

Keine Ahnung

Es zieht!

Nicht zu fassen!

Du hast Recht!/Sie haben Recht!
Lass es!

Nicht schlecht!

Part V: Appendixes

Appendix B: Verb Tables
Appendix C: On the CD
Appendix D: Answer Key
Cheat Sheet

Download CD/DVD Content




Introduction

We are the players in a fascinating era, one that
interconnects us with others all around the world. With
globalization and technology as the driving forces, we find
ourselves getting in closer and closer contact with more
and more people. As a result, knowing how to say at least
a few words in a language such as German is becoming
an ever-more-vital tool.

Our natural curiosity to find out about other cultures
motivates us to hop on a plane and find out firsthand
what everyday life is like in the German-speaking regions:
Germany, Austria, Switzerland, South Tyrol in northern
ltaly, Luxembourg, and Liechtenstein. Conducting
international business in an increasingly competitive
market necessitates personal contact; hence, more
businesspeople are traveling overseas to countries like
Germany, which has the largest economy in the European
Union. On a more personal level, you may have friends,
relatives, and neighbors who speak German, or you may
want to get in touch with your heritage by learning a little
bit of the language that your ancestors spoke.

Whatever your reasons for wanting to learn some
German, German For Dummies, 2nd Edition, is a terrific
choice because it gives you the skills you need for basic
communication in German. We’'re not promising super
fluency here, but if you want to know how to greet
someone, purchase a train ticket, or order food from a
menu in German, you need look no further than this book.

About This Book



German For Dummies, 2nd Edition, is set up so that you
can use it any way you want to — as a reference to dip
into for specific questions you have about German, as a
means of gaining knowledge of German in a systematic
way, or just for the fun of getting the feel for another
language. Perhaps your goal is to learn some words and
phrases to help you get around when you travel to a
German-speaking country. Maybe you simply want to be
able to say “Hello, how are you?” to your German-
speaking neighbor. At any rate, you can go through this
book at your own pace, reading as much or as little at a
time as you like. You don’t need to plod through the
chapters in order, either; you're welcome to read the
sections that interest you most.

Conventions Used in This
Book

To make this book easy for you to navigate, we've set up
a few conventions:

¥ German terms are set in boldface to make them
stand out.

¥ Pronunciation is set in parentheses following the
German terms, and the stressed syllables are
italicized.

¥ English translations are italicized. You'll find them
set in parentheses following the pronunciation of
German terms or sentences.

¥ In some cases, German speakers use the same
pronunciation as English speakers for words, many



of which are borrowed from English or other
languages. When such words are pronounced the
same way in German as in English, you'll see the
English word in the pronunciation followed by the
notation “as in English” rather than the usual
phonetic pronunciation. Of course, if the
pronunciation differs between the English and
German, we include the German pronunciation as
usual.

¥ \lerb conjugations (lists that show you the forms of
a verb) are given in tables in this order:

e The “1” form

 The “you” (singular, informal [or sing. inf.])
form

 The “you” (singular, formal [or sing. form.])
form

 The “he, she, it” form

* The “we” form

e The “you” (plural, informal [or pl. inf.]) form
 The “you” (plural, formal [or pl. form.]) form
* The “they” form

Pronunciations follow in the second column. The
example shown uses the verb “to be.” The
conjugation starts with the German equivalent of “I
am, you are,” and so on.

Conjugation Pronunciation
ich bin iH bin
du bist dooh bist

Sie sind zee zint



er, sie, es ist  ér, zee, és ist

wir sind veer zint
ihr seid eer zayt
Sie sind zee zint
sie sind zee zint

To help you make fast progress in German, this book
includes a few elements to help you along:

¥ Talkin’ the Talk dialogues: The best way to learn
a language is to see and hear how it’s used in
conversation, so we include dialogues throughout
the book. The dialogues come under the heading
“Talkin’ the Talk” and show you the German words,
their pronunciations, and the English translations.

 Words to Know blackboards: Acquiring key
words and phrases is also important in language
learning, so we collect these important words in
sections that resemble chalkboards, with the
heading “Words to Know.” Note: In the
pronunciations given in these sections, the
stressed syllables are underlined rather than
italicized.

¥ Fun & Games activities: If you want to flex your
new language muscles, you can use the Fun &
Games activities to reinforce what you learn. These
activities are fun ways to check your progress.

Also note that, because each language has its own ways
of expressing ideas, the English translations that we
provide for the German terms may not be exactly literal.
We want you to know the essence of what’s being said,
not just the meanings of single words. For example, the



phrase Es geht (és geyt) can be translated literally as /t
goes, but the phrase is actually the equivalent of So, so,
or Okay, which is what you see as the translation.

Foolish Assumptions

To write this book, we made some assumptions about who
you are and what you hope to gain from this book:

¥ You know no German — or if you took German
somewhere in your deep, dark past, you don’t
remember much more than Ja, Nein,
Kindergarten, Guten Tag, and auf
Wiedersehen.

¥ You're primarily interested in communicating
verbally in German, not in reading or writing
German.

¥ You're definitely not looking for a ho-hum textbook
that puts you to sleep, nor do you want to plod
through monotonous language exercises that drill
German into your brain. You just want to know
some practical words, phrases, and sentence
constructions so that you can communicate basic
information in German — with confidence.

¥ You have no interest in memorizing long lists of
bookish-sounding vocabulary words or a bunch of
boring grammar rules.

¥ You're excited about German and are looking
forward to having some fun as you pick up a bit of
the language.



If any or all of these statements apply to you, you’'ve
found the right book!

How This Book Is
Organized

This book is divided by topic: first into parts and then into
chapters. The following sections tell you what types of
information you can find in each part.

Part I: Getting Started

This part gets you acclimated by providing you with some
German basics: how to pronounce words, how to form
sentences, and so on. You find a wealth of basic survival-
type expressions such as greetings and numbers. We
even challenge you to boost your confidence by
activating some German words that you probably already
know. Finally, we outline the basics of German grammar
that you may need to know when you work through later
chapters in the book.

Part Il: German in Action

In this part, you begin learning and using German.
Instead of focusing on grammar points as many dull,
dusty language textbooks do, this part focuses on
communicating effectively in everyday situations, such as
shopping, asking for directions, going to a museum,
dining, phoning, and lots more.



Part llI: German on the Go

This part gives you the tools you need to take your
German on the road, whether you're looking to change
money, find a place to stay, plan a trip, or take public or
private transportation. There’s even a chapter on
handling emergencies.

Part IV: The Part of Tens

If you're looking for small, easily digestible pieces of
information about German, this part is for you. Here, you
can find ten ways to learn German quickly, ten useful
German expressions to know, and more.

Part V: Appendixes

This part of the book includes important information that
you can use for reference. Appendix A is a handy mini-
dictionary in both German-to-English and English-to-
German formats. If you encounter a German word that
you don’t understand or you need to know a specific word
in German, you can look it up here. Appendix B features
verb tables that show you how to conjugate both regular
verbs and those verbs that stubbornly don’t fit the
pattern. Appendix C gives you the answer keys to all of
the Fun & Games activities that appear in the book.
Finally, Appendix D provides a listing of the tracks that
appear on the accompanying audio CD so you can find
out where in the book those dialogues are and follow
along.



