Making Everything Easier!
6th Edition

Xy







Get More and Do More at Dummies.come

Start with FREE Cheat Sheets

\1
c%@a " Cheat Sheets include
wet .
6 + Checklists
* Charts
» Common Instructions
* And Other Good Stuff!
To access the Cheat Sheet created specifically for this book, go to
www.dummies.com/cheatsheet/europe

Get Smart at Dummies.com

Dummies.com makes your life easier with 1,000s
of answers on everything from removing i
wallpaper to using the latest version

of Windows.

Check out our
*Videos
* lllustrated Articles
+ Step-by-Step Instructions

Plus, each month you can win valuable prizes
by entering our Dummies.com sweepstakes. *

Want a weekly dose of Dummies?
Sign up for Newsletters on

« Digital Photography

* Microsoft Windows & Office

* Personal Finance & Investing

* Health & Wellness

» Computing, iPods & Cell Phones

» eBay

* Internet

* Food, Home & Garden

Find out”“HOW"” at Dummies.com

*Sweepstakes not currently available in all countries; visit Dummies.com for official rules.






Europe

FOR

DUMMIES

©TH EDITION

WILEY

Wiley Publishing, Inc.



Europe For Dummies; 6th Edition

Published by

Wiley Publishing, Inc.
111 River St.

Hoboken, NJ 07030-5774
www.wiley.com

Copyright © 2011 by Wiley Publishing, Inc., Indianapolis, Indiana
Published simultaneously in Canada

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or
by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, scanning, or otherwise, except as permit-
ted under Sections 107 or 108 of the 1976 United States Copyright Act, without either the prior written
permission of the Publisher, or authorization through payment of the appropriate per-copy fee to the
Copyright Clearance Center, 222 Rosewood Drive, Danvers, MA 01923, 978-750-8400, fax 978-646-8600.
Requests to the Publisher for permission should be addressed to the Permissions Department, John
Wiley & Sons, Inc., 111 River Street, Hoboken, NJ 07030, 201-748-6011, fax 201-748-6008, or online at
http://www.wiley.com/go/permissions.

Trademarks: Wiley, the Wiley Publishing logo, For Dummies, the Dummies Man logo, A Reference for the
Rest of Us!, The Dummies Way, Dummies Daily, The Fun and Easy Way, Dummies.com and related trade
dress are trademarks or registered trademarks of John Wiley & Sons, Inc., and/or its affiliates in the
United States and other countries, and may not be used without written permission. Used under license.
All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. Wiley Publishing, Inc., is not associated
with any product or vendor mentioned in this book.

LIMIT OF LIABILITY/DISCLAIMER OF WARRANTY: THE PUBLISHER AND THE AUTHOR MAKE NO
REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES WITH RESPECT TO THE ACCURACY OR COMPLETENESS OF
THE CONTENTS OF THIS WORK AND SPECIFICALLY DISCLAIM ALL WARRANTIES, INCLUDING WITH-
OUT LIMITATION WARRANTIES OF FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE. NO WARRANTY MAY
BE CREATED OR EXTENDED BY SALES OR PROMOTIONAL MATERIALS. THE ADVICE AND STRATE-
GIES CONTAINED HEREIN MAY NOT BE SUITABLE FOR EVERY SITUATION. THIS WORK IS SOLD
WITH THE UNDERSTANDING THAT THE PUBLISHER IS NOT ENGAGED IN RENDERING LEGAL,
ACCOUNTING, OR OTHER PROFESSIONAL SERVICES. IF PROFESSIONAL ASSISTANCE IS REQUIRED,
THE SERVICES OF A COMPETENT PROFESSIONAL PERSON SHOULD BE SOUGHT. NEITHER THE
PUBLISHER NOR THE AUTHOR SHALL BE LIABLE FOR DAMAGES ARISING HEREFROM. THE FACT
THAT AN ORGANIZATION OR WEBSITE IS REFERRED TO IN THIS WORK AS A CITATION AND/OR A
POTENTIAL SOURCE OF FURTHER INFORMATION DOES NOT MEAN THAT THE AUTHOR OR THE
PUBLISHER ENDORSES THE INFORMATION THE ORGANIZATION OR WEB SITE MAY PROVIDE OR
RECOMMENDATIONS IT MAY MAKE. FURTHER, READERS SHOULD BE AWARE THAT INTERNET WEB
SITES LISTED IN THIS WORK MAY HAVE CHANGED OR DISAPPEARED BETWEEN WHEN THIS WORK
WAS WRITTEN AND WHEN IT IS READ.

PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT TRAVEL INFORMATION IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE AT ANY TIME AND THIS
IS ESPECIALLY TRUE OF PRICES. WE THEREFORE SUGGEST THAT READERS WRITE OR CALL AHEAD
FOR CONFIRMATION WHEN MAKING TRAVEL PLANS. THE AUTHOR AND THE PUBLISHER CANNOT
BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR THE EXPERIENCES OF READERS WHILE TRAVELING.

For general information on our other products and services, please contact our Customer Care
Department within the U.S. at 877-762-2974, outside the U.S. at 317-572-3993, or fax 317-572-4002.

For technical support, please visit www.wiley.com/techsupport.

Wiley also publishes its books in a variety of electronic formats. Some content that appears in print may
not be available in electronic books.

ISBN: 978-0-470-88149-1
Manufactured in the United States of America
10987654321

WILEY



About the Authors

Donald Olson (Chapter 1-11 and 15) is a novelist, playwright, and travel
writer. His newest novel, Confessions of a Pregnant Princess, was pub-
lished in 2005 under the pen name Swan Adamson. His travel stories
have appeared in The New York Times, Travel & Leisure, Sunset, National
Geographic books, and many other publications. His guidebooks London
For Dummies, Frommer’s Best Day Trips from London, Frommer’s Irreverent
London, Germany For Dummies, and Frommer’s Vancouver & Victoria are
all published by Wiley. He also writes England For Dummies, which won
a 2002 Lowell Thomas Travel Writing Award for best guidebook.

Liz Albertson (Chapter 12) worked as an editor for Frommer’s Travel
Guides for four years before making the leap to the other side of the
computer as the author of Ireland For Dummies. When she isn’t research-
ing and writing, Liz spends much of her time in Ireland sitting in on tradi-
tional music sessions, fiddle in hand. She currently teaches fifth and
sixth grade in New Haven, Connecticut.

Joseph Alexiou (Chapter 13) works as a freelance journalist and has
contributed to France For Dummies and FEurope For Dummies. His work
has appeared in the New York Press, the New York Observer, and
Newsday. He lives in Brooklyn and is currently pursuing an M.S. at the
Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism.

George McDonald (Chapter 14) is a former deputy editor of and cur-
rently contributing writer for Holland Herald, the in-flight magazine for
KLM Royal Dutch Airlines. He has written extensively about Amsterdam
and the Netherlands for international magazines and travel books such
as Frommer'’s Belgium, Holland & Luxembourg and Frommer’s Europe.

Maggie Childs (Chapter 16) is a journalist and travel writer for publica-
tions such as Condé Nast Traveller, The Vienna Review, Gig magazine,

and various in-flight magazines. She has lived in Vienna for 14 years and
also works for the Vienna bureau of the Associated Press. She is the co-
author of Frommer’s Austria and Frommer’s Vienna & the Danube Valley.

Darwin Porter and Danforth Prince (Chapter 17) have written numer-
ous best-selling Frommer’s guides and are co-authors of Frommer’s
Europe. Porter is a former bureau chief for the Miami Herald, and Prince,
who began writing with Porter in 1982, worked for the Paris bureau of
the New York Times.

Mark Baker (Chapter 18) is a long-time American expat who lives in
Prague. He’s one of the original editors of The Prague Post and was for
years a correspondent and editor for Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty,
based in Prague. He’s now a freelance writer and reporter. He’s the
author of Frommer’s Prague Day by Day, and co-author of Frommer’s
Eastern Europe and Frommer’s Poland.



Bruce Murphy and Alessandra de Rosa (Chapters 19-21) are part-time
residents of Rome. Murphy’s work has appeared in magazines ranging
from Cruising World to Critical Inquiry. An avid traveler since her first
cross-Europe trip at the age of 2, de Rosa was born in Rome and has
lived and worked in Rome, Paris, and New York City. They are the
authors of Italy For Dummies and Rome For Dummies.

Neil E. Schlecht (Chapters 22 and 23) is a writer, photographer, and
cycling aficionado who has lived in Spain, Brazil, and Ecuador. He has
worked in Spain as an English teacher, as a consultant on social and
economic development projects for the European Union, and as a con-
tributing writer for a Spanish art and antiques magazine. He is the
author of more than a dozen travel guides, including Barcelona Day

by Day, Mallorca & Menorca Day by Day, and Frommer’s Peru.

Vancouver-born Tania Kollias (Chapter 24) longed to travel since a teen
trip to England to meet the relatives, and used a Frommer’s guide for her
first solo journey to Europe. A degree, four continents, and many jour-
nals later, she now lives in her father’s native Athens, Greece, where she
wrote the country’s first comprehensive listings book for expats, edited
the Now in Athens monthly for the 2004 Olympics, and still works as a
journalist and writer. She travels in and out of Greece whenever she gets
the chance.



Publisher’s Acknowledgments

We’re proud of this book; please send us your comments through our Dummies
online registration form located at www.dummies.com/register/.

Some of the people who helped bring this book to market include the following:

Editorial Composition Services
Editors: Michael Kelly, Development Project Coordinator:
Editor; M. Faunette Johnston, Sheree Montgomery
Production Editor Layout and Graphics: Carl Byers,
Copy Editor: Elizabeth Kuball Julie Trippetti
Cartographer: Andrew Murphy Proofreaders: Melissa Cossell,
Editorial Assistant: Andrea Kahn Sossity R. Smith
Senior Photo Editor: Richard Fox Indexer: Estalita Slivoskey

Cover Photos:
Front: © Getty Images/
Pilar Azana Talan
Back: © Getty Images/DKart

Cartoons: Rich Tennant
(www . the5thwave . com)

Publishing and Editorial for Consumer Dummies

Diane Graves Steele, Vice President and Publisher, Consumer Dummies

Kristin Ferguson-Wagstaffe, Product Development Director, Consumer
Dummies

Kelly Regan, Editorial Director, Travel
Publishing for Technology Dummies

Andy Cummings, Vice President and Publisher, Dummies Technology/
General User

Composition Services

Debbie Stailey, Director of Composition Services






Contents at a Glance

JAEFOAUCEION. .....eeeeeeeaaaaaeeaaaaiannnnnnaeeeeeeeeeeeeeeens 1
Part I: Introducing Europe............cccueeeecaacnennnn. 7
Chapter 1: Discovering the Best of Europe..........ccccoooeiinininnns 9
Chapter 2: Deciding When and Where to Go...........cccccveuennennen. 17
Chapter 3: Presenting Five Great Itineraries..........cccccccevevueennennen. 31
Part 1l: Planning Your Trip to Europe................. 41
Chapter 4: Managing Your MONEY...........ccceevveeeecvieeenveeeesneevennnas 43
Chapter 5: Getting to EUIOPEe........ccceevvivierieeieeieieeeeeeeeeee e 62
Chapter 6: Getting Around EUrope. .........cccoceeeecvineeneeceenennenen. 69
Chapter 7: Booking Your Accommodations ..........c.cceceevevveruennee 87
Chapter 8: Catering to Special Travel Needs or Interests.......... 99
Chapter 9: Taking Care of the Remaining Details...................... 104
Part 111: The British Isles.............ccouueeeeeeeeeenn 121
Chapter 10: London and the Best of England ...............c.cccc.. 123
Chapter 11: Edinburgh and the Best of Scotland....................... 163
Chapter 12: Dublin and the Best of Ireland.............cccceeueeennnee. 187
Part IU: Central Europe ...........cuueeeeeceeeaaannnnn 217
Chapter 13: Paris and EnVirons............cccccceevveeieecieneeniesceeneenenns 219
Chapter 14: Amsterdam and Environs...........ccccccceevveviincvenennens 262
Chapter 15: Munich and Bavaria.........ccccoeceeeveveecienienencienennenne 290
Chapter 16: Vienna and the Best of Austria........c.ccocceeveeneennnnen. 312
Chapter 17: Bern and the Swiss AIPS......cccccoveeeieecieevieecieeieens 336
Chapter 18: Prague and Environs..........ccccocvveeeveneneneneenieneenen. 363
Part U: Mediterranean Europe......................... 389
Chapter 19: Rome and Southern Italy........ccccoooeeiiiiininiincnnene 391
Chapter 20: Florence and Tuscany ..........c.cccceeveevveeeevueseesieenenns 426
Chapter 21: Venice and Environs
Chapter 22: Madrid and the Best of Castile...........cccccovevrruennnns 486
Chapter 23: The Best of Barcelona ..........ccccceevevienieniincienennens 514
Chapter 24: Athens and the Greek Islands.........c.ccoccevevuenuennnnen. 538

Part Vl: The Part of Tens .........cccceeeeeceeeecaaane. 569

Chapter 25: The Ten Most Overrated Sights

and Attractions in EUrope ..........cccccoeevieciiencieccieceeseeecees 571

Chapter 26: Ten Overlooked Gems..........c.cceevreeviereeveieeenreennens 574
Chapter 27: Ten Ways to Break Out of the Tourist Mold......... 579
Appendix: Quick Concierge ...............ccccccaunenn.. 583

LT . 1 /X 1






Maps at a Glance

Accommodations, Dining, and Attractions in Central London.......... 132
SCOLLANA ...ttt n
Accommodations, Dining, and Attractions in Edinburgh
| ST 1 o U TSRS
Accommodations, Dining, and Attractions in Dublin .........................
COUNLY KEITY ..oviiieiieiieteceeeeteeee ettt r et
France ......cccccveevvveeveeneennen.

Paris Neighborhoods
Accommodations, Dining, and Attractions in Paris.........c.cccceeuennee.
Holland (The Netherlands) .........cccocevieienienienieniicieeeieeeeieeve e
Accommodations, Dining, and Attractions in Central Amsterdam...268
GEIINANY ....oovieirieiieiieeiecteeteeteesteeee e eaesreesseessesseessesssessessseseessesseesenssanes
Accommodations, Dining, and Attractions in Munich...............

AUSTIIA.c.veiiciieccee ettt e e e
Accommodations, Dining, and Attractions in Vienna................
SWiItZerland..........cceeeveeiiieiieeiiecieecreee e
Accommodations, Dining, and Attractions in Bern...
The Bernese Oberland.............ccoveeveeevecvecneeenneecneenns
The Czech REPUDIIC .....cc.oocvivveiiiieiceeeeeeeee e
Accommodations, Dining, and Attractions in Prague................
Side Trips from Prague .........ccccooevveeieiieieniieieeceeseeeeeee e

Accommodations, Dining, and Attractions in Rome
Accommodations, Dining, and Attractions in Florence......................
TUSCAIY ..veeieiieiieieieeeet ettt ettt st aeeaesse e s e s s ensesnsanss

Accommodations, Dining, and Attractions in Venice
SPAIMc.utiieeieeiieieee ettt ettt e s e et e et e e beesaesreebesrs e beerbesraesseeraeteenaans
Accommodations, Dining, and Attractions in Madrid ........................
Accommodations, Dining, and Attractions in Barcelona
GIEECE ..cvveeteeetee ettt eeteeeteeeteeeeteeeveeeteeeeteeeabeeesssenseeeaseeesssentsesareens

Accommodations, Dining, and Attractions in Athens................

TV 100) 415 ) ERUR USSR






Table of Contents

Introduction...............ccoaooueeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeececeecacannnn 1
About This BOOK .....cceouiieieieieieieeeeeseneee e 1
Conventions Used in This BOOK.......cccecevevenininenenieniennne. 1
Foolish ASSUMPLIONS .......cccoeeiiiieiieieiecieeeeeeeeere e 2
How This Book Is Organized ..........cccceceveeineninenencnecennenne 3

Part I: Introducing Europe...........ccccooveiiiniininiininnn. 3
Part II: Planning Your Trip to Europe.............c.......... 3
Part III: The British Isles........cccocovinininiininiienene 3
Part IV: Central Europe........cccccoovvevvevvevienieceereeeenene 3
Part V: Mediterranean Europe...........c.ccoeevevvvevenneennnn. 4
Part VI: The Part of Tens.......ccccoocevvevierienienieieeeen. 4
Icons Used in This BOOK........cccoceeiiiiiniiiiniiececeee 4
Where to Go from Here .........cccocoeirieinininineeeeeeee 5
Part I: Introducing Europe ..............cccouueeeeeceaannne 7
Chapter 1: Discovering the Best of Europe.................... 9
The TOp MUSEUINS .....coceeruiiiiiiiiieieeeeieetee et 10
The Top Historic Sights .......cccooiiiiniiiie 11
The Top Culinary Delights ..........cccovveviieieneeiicecieeeee 14
The Architectural Highlights..........ccccoeevininiinieiieeeee, 15
Chapter 2: Deciding When and Where to Go............... 17
Going Everywhere You Want to GO ........ccccecvevuvevenieennennen. 17
The splendor of the British Isles ..........cccccccvvenuenenee. 17
The heart of the Continent .........c.ccccocevverinenenennenee. 18
The charms of the Mediterranean............................ 20
The Secret of the Seasons..........coccevveeveniiincniincnicneeee
Europe’s Calendar of Events
Tips for Successful Trip Planning...........cccccceeveevecveneennnnne.
Seeing it all without going nuts
Staying sane on the museum trail ............ccceeeneenee. 27
Dealing with cultural overload...........c.ccccceevueeeennne 28
How to Schedule Your Time.........ccociiiniiiiiniiniiinceee 29
Chapter 3: Presenting Five Great Itineraries............... 31
The Everything-but-the-Kitchen-
Sink-in-Two-Weeks TOUTr........cccocuevieirieinininineseeeeen 32
The Three-Week Grand Tour of Europe............ccccueeuenneee. 34
Two Weeks in Europe for Art Lovers .........ccccoevveevenvennnnne. 35
A Week of Romance, European Style..........cccoccveeenenennens 37

A Week in Europe That the Kids Will Love........................ 38



Xi(/ Europe For Dummies, 6th Edition

Part 11: Planning Your Trip to Europe................. 41
Chapter 4: Managing Your Money..........cccccoorenrrercnnnnee 43
Planning Your Budget..........ccccooiiiiniininiiiiieeeeeee, 43
Keeping a Lid on Hidden Expenses........c.cccccecveverrerrennnen. 47
Cutting Costs — But Not the Fun.........ccccoccevvvvvineeiennnen. 47
Planning ahead for discounts...........ccccccveruvrrennnen. 47
Trimming transportation expenses.............ccoceeueene 48
Lowering your lodging bill.............cccccooiiiininnnncne. 49
Digging for dining bargains...........cccccoceverenincincnnenne. 50
Shaving off sightseeing and shopping costs ........... 50
Handling MONEY ........cccccveieieierieieieeieeiectesrer e eeseeeeseenas 51
Using your ATM card ........cccceeeevevievienierieieieeeeeeene 52
Charging ahead with credit cards .........cccceceeeeuenee. 52
Cashing traveler’s checks........ccccocoovviniiiincnncncnee. 54
Exchanging Money at the Best Rate ..........cccccoocvevueevennnen. 55
Buying Currency before You Leave.........ccccovvvvnervenenee. 56
Paying and Redeeming the Value-Added Tax.........c.......... 56
Avoiding Theft......cccoceeirereninineceecceeeeeceeeeees
Hazard #1: The pickpocket
Hazard #2: The scam artist
Keeping valuables safe on trains............cccceeuvennenee. 59
Coping with a stolen wallet ..........c.cccceevveveereriennennen. 60
Chapter 5: Getting to Europe ..o 62
Seeking a Travel Agent’s AdVICe ........ccceceveevevieeiecreereeenens 62
Exploring Package-Tour Possibilities.........c..ccccccevveruennenne 63
Comparing packages .......c.coceevvereecrineenieeieenieeeeneennes 63
Hunting down the deals .........cccccociniinininninenee. 63
Joining an Escorted Tour .........ccccooeiieniiienieniecceeeeee 64
Making Your Own Arrangements.........c.ccceceeveneenerienennne. 66
Booking your flight ..........ccccoeevvieiiviniiiceeceee, 66
Shopping for the best airfare ..........c.ccccovevvieieviinnnns 66
Booking your flight online ............ccccovvrivenrnienennen. 67
Chapter 6: Getting Around Europe............coeererrerennnne 69
Flying Around Europe..........cccccoevvviirciinieienieiicieeceeneen 69
Taking the Train.....cccccoeerieeineneniereceeeceeeeeeeeee 71
Figuring out the basics of train travel..................... 71
Saving time and money with rail passes.................. 75
Navigating the train station...........cccecceeveevvieeevieneens 79
Sailing to Your Destination by Ferry ..........cccoeevvvvveviennenns 81
Getting Around by BUS........ccccovieriirienieiecicieceeeeeeen 81
Driving in EUFOPEe .......cccoooiiviiiiieieeeeeeeeeee e 81
Obtaining an international driver’s permit ............. 82

Knowing when to rent a car .......c.ccceceeverveencnencnee. 82



Table of Contents X/

Saving time and money on rental cars..................... 82
Understanding European road rules........................ 85
Chapter 7: Booking Your Accommodations................. 87
Understanding European Hotels...........cccoccveevieiniinninnnnnnnne 87
The bathroom: The big culture shock...................... 88
The shower: Another new adventure....................... 88
That extra thing: Not a toilet...........ccocenieiinnnne 89
Finding the Best Room at the Best Rate............c.cc..c.... 89
Comparing room rates and ratings ...........ccceceeenene 89
Making hotel reservations...........c.ccceceeveeeeveneennnne. 90
Using a hotel booking service........cccceveevvieinvennnenn. 91
Surfing the Web for hotel deals .........cc.ccceeverernennenee. 92
Finding deals at the last minute..............cccccoeceeeene 93
Discovering Other Options.........cccccecevieveeceeineneneseseenes 95
The most popular alternatives.............ccccoveeveervennenee. 95
Hostels and other bargain options.............c..c.......... 96
Chapter 8: Catering to Special Travel
Needs or Interests...........cccocoevrrrrerercsesnnnesesesessssssnnens 99
Traveling with the Brood: Advice for Families.................. 99
Making Age Work for You: Advice for Seniors................. 101
Accessing Europe: Advice for
Travelers with Disabilities ..........ccccceevieviieveniecenieene 102
Following the Rainbow: Advice for Gay
and Lesbian Travelers.........cccoceveeienieneneenieneeieeeeee. 103
Chapter 9: Taking Care of the Remaining Details ....104
Getting a Passport........c.cocceveverenininencncnenccceeeeeenees 104
Applying for a U.S. passport.........ccceeeveniincncnne. 105
Applying for other passports.........ccccceeeveeuvecreenenee. 105
Playing It Safe with Travel and Medical Insurance......... 107
Staying Healthy when You Travel...........cccceeeveveecvinnnennnn. 108
Dealing with European Healthcare.........c..ccccoceeeiennnnen. 109
Making Reservations for Popular Restaurants,
Events, and Attractions........ccccceeeeeeiiivciieeeeiieiiieeeeee,
Packing [t UP....cooieeiieeieeeeeeeceeeeceee et
Dressing as the locals do
Sporting money belts .........cccocveverienercenieieeeeene
Traveling without electronics.........cccccecveverneeunnnen. 112
Mastering Communication.........c.ccceceeveeeeiinieninnenenene 113
Calling Europe from the United States................... 113
Calling home from Europe.........cccccocoveevevreevecneennnne 113
Using European pay phones..........cccccceeveeieveeneennn. 114
Staying connected by cellphone..............cccuennen. 114

Accessing the Internet in Europe ............cce...... 115



X(/i Europe For Dummies, 6th Edition

Keeping Up with Airline Security Measures..................... 117
Bringing Your Goodies Back Home ..........cccccceuvevenneennenns 118
Part 111: The British Isles .............ccceeeeeeeeeeeee. 121
Chapter 10: London and the Best of England............. 123
Getting There.......oooieieieieee e
Arriving by @ir .....cccceveeveeiieiinieieceeeeeee e
Arriving by rail .......ccoovviiiiiiiiieee e
Orienting Yourself in London.........cccceceeivenenincnenicnnnnen.
Introducing the neighborhoods
Finding information after you arrive...................... 127
Getting Around London...........ccccceeieeiieieniecienecieceeieans 128
By Tube (SUDWAY).....cccoveriiriereeieeieieereceeee e 128
BY DUS. ...ttt 129
BY taXi..coeooeeeeieeeeieeeee e 129
BY fOOt .. 130
Staying in London ..o 130
London’s top hotels and B&Bs ...........cccccveveneenne. 131
London’s runner-up accommodations................... 136
Dining in London...........ccoceeieiienienienieieeieseeeeeeeee e 137
Exploring London...........ccccoeiriiniiniinieneeieeeeeeeeee e 141
London’s top sights.......ccceeiniiiiniiiiiiecee 142
More cool things to see and do .........ccccceeeeeeneneen. 148
Guided tOUrS......cceevieieiririreeeeeeeresese e 151
Suggested itineraries.........ccccoceevieiveeeerisiesiecreenne. 151
Traveling beyond London..........cccccueeveceeiecenenineniesienennn. 153
Bath: Ancient Rome in Georgian clothing.............. 153
Salisbury and Stonehenge: Inspired spires
and outstanding standing stones........................ 155
Oxford: The original college town ...........cccccevueneee 157
Fast Facts: London.......c.ccccocvvirieenienenenincneneneneieeenen 160
Chapter 11: Edinburgh and the Best of Scotland ......163
Getting There.......coieveiieieeceeeeeeeeeeee e 163
Arriving by @ir .....ccceeveeieniieienieieceeeceee e 164
Arriving by train or bus .........ccccoveveveniienieeeee, 164
Orienting Yourself in Edinburgh.............c..ccol 164
Introducing the neighborhoods............c..c..c..c..... 164
Finding information after you arrive...................... 164
Getting Around Edinburgh..........ccccoeeieininniiiiiiee, 165
BY DUS. ...ttt 165
BY taXi.. o eoeeieieieieeeecteeeeee e 166
BY fOOt .. 166
Staying in Edinburgh ..., 166
Edinburgh’s top hotels and B&Bs........................... 167

Edinburgh’s runner-up accommodations.............. 171



Table of Contents X(/l‘l.

Dining in Edinburgh..........cccooiice 172
Exploring Edinburgh..........ccccceviriiiieiiiiceceeeeveeeene 174
Edinburgh’s top sights......ccccccceviveienienvienecieeeeene 174
More cool things to see and do .......cccccccveeeeennnen. 177
Guided toUrSs.......ccoceeierieieeeeee e 178
Suggested itineraries.........c..ccoceveniiineniiincniineen. 179
Traveling beyond Edinburgh..........ccccoevviviiniiiniiiienen. 179
On Nessie’s trail: Inverness and Loch Ness .......... 180
Glasgow: A Victorian industrial city
discovers Culture.........cceceeevereneneneneneeneeenes 183
Fast Facts: Edinburgh ... 184
Chapter 12: Dublin and the Best of Ireland................ 187
Getting There.......ccoceiiiieieneeeec e 187
Arriving by air ......coocoveiiiniiiee 187
Arriving by land .........cccoooeiiiiieiinieeeeeee. 188
Arriving by S€a......cccvevveeieeiieiieieeceeseeece e 188
Orienting Yourself in Dublin..........cccocceevveviinvieniinciineeens 188
Introducing the neighborhoods..........ccccccceueuenen. 189
Finding information after you arrive...................... 190
Getting around Dublin by foot ... 190
Getting around Dublin by bus..........ccccceevievenennn. 190
Getting around Dublin by DART (light rail)........... 191
Getting around Dublin by car..........cccecvevveecvenneennnn. 191
Getting around Dublin by Luas (tram)................. 191
Getting around Dublin by taxi........ccccoceeveniienennen. 191
Getting around Dublin by bike..........cccceoenenenecnne 192
Staying in DUblin .........cccooveeiieiienieieececececeeeee e 192
Dublin’s top hotels and B&Bs...........cccccceevveveenennnne 192
Dublin’s runner-up accommodations..................... 197
Dining in Dublin..........ccccooiiiiiiiiniieeeeeeeeeeee 198
Exploring Dublin ........ccccoociiiiiiiniiieeeeeeeee 201
Dublin’s top Sights.......ccoccovivirenenieeeeeeeee 202
More cool things to see and do ..........cccccvevenennee. 206
ShOPPING ....oioiiiiiieeieeeeee e 208
Suggested itineraries.........cccccocevercienenceneecieeeenen. 209
Traveling the Irish Countryside .........cceceeevencvinencnnnnen. 210
North of Dublin to passage tombs
and ruined medieval abbeys...........cccccceevvienennns 210
South of Dublin: Gardens and monasteries
in County WicklOW ........ccccecveeiiniieienieiecieieeiene 211
Driving rings around County Kerry.........ccccceueueen. 212

Fast Facts: DUblin..........coooeiiiiiiieiiiecceeceeee e 214



X(/iii Europe For Dummies, 6th Edition

Part IU: Central Europe............ccceeeeeeeeeeeeaaaann 217

Chapter 13: Paris and Environs...........ccccoconrennnrencnnenee 219
Getting There......c.ccooiiiiiiiiiee e 220
Arriving by @ir .....cccceveeieeiieiinicieeeeeeee e 220
Arriving by rail ......c.coooeveeiieiiieieee e 222
Orienting Yourself in Paris .........cccoceveeveninceniiieneeienns 223
Introducing the neighborhoods..........ccccccueecen. 223
Finding information after you arrive...................... 226
Getting Around Paris ........ccccoceveirinininineneneeeeeee 227
By Métro (subway) and RER ...........ccccocenininennnnne 228

BY DUS. ...ttt 229

BY taXi..eocecieeieieeieiteie e 229

BY DICYCLE et 229

BY OOt .. 230
Staying in Paris..........ccccoeevvieieviiieiceeeceeeeeee e 230
Paris’s top hotels .........cccooveievieiecieneeieceeeeeeeee 231
Paris’s runner-up accommodations....................... 236
Dining in Paris ........cocveverinenencieeeeercce e 237
Exploring Paris ........ccocooeviiiiiiniieeeeeee 241
Paris’s top Sights .......ccocoiiiiiniinicee, 242

More cool things to see and do ..........cccccueeveneeee. 248
Guided tOUrS......cceevieieiririreneeeeeeseeeeeeeene 252
Suggested itineraries.........ccccoceeveeinesesisiesiesienennn. 253
Traveling beyond Paris ........c.ccocecevrnrvennencninencncnenee. 255
Versailles: Palace of the Sun King.........ccccceneneee. 255
Chartres Cathedral: A Gothic masterpiece ........... 257

Fast Facts: Paris .......cccocevevrinnninncncsceeee e 258
Chapter 14: Amsterdam and Environs...........cccccuu.... 262
Getting There........cooiiiiiiiiie e 262
Arriving by @ir .....cccceveeveeiieiinieieceeeceee e 263
Arriving by rail .......coooevveeiiiiiiceeeeee e 264
Orienting Yourself in Amsterdam........cc.cccceevvevenienrenenen. 264
Introducing the neighborhoods..........cccccceeceen. 264
Finding information after you arrive...................... 265
Getting Around Amsterdam...........ccocceveeirerenenenienieneenen. 265
By tram, bus, and subway .........c.ccccceveecverienieennenen. 266

BY fOOL ittt 267

BY DIKE....oeiiiieiieeteeeeeee e 267

BY CT oot 267

BY taxXi..coeeieeieieeieeee e 267
Staying in Amsterdam ...........cccoceevieeieniecieneeceeeee e 267
Amsterdam’s top hotels.........cccevveverienenienreennnne. 270
Amsterdam’s runner-up accommodations............ 272



Table of Contents )('ix

Exploring Amsterdam...........ccccoeeevieneerieneeneceeeeeeeeeennn 275
Amsterdam’s top sights.......ccccceeieveniicenieieeenne. 275
More cool things to see and do .........ccccceevenennen. 279
Guided tOUrS......cccecerererieeirereeeeeereee e 281
Suggested itineraries.......c..cccocevevevenencneneneenenen. 282

Traveling beyond Amsterdam...........cccoceeveniieneniencnnnn. 283
Discovering the other Haarlem............c.ccccevveunenns 283
Stopping to admire the tulips .......c.ccceeveveecveneennn. 284
Tilting at windmillS..........cccoeoeeeveninienieieieieeene, 285
Biking to the Kroller-Miiller Museum..................... 286

Fast Facts: Amsterdam...........ccoocoevevieieniiineniienieieeeee 287

Chapter 15: Munich and Bavaria.......c.ccocoocorenvererenees 290

Getting There.......ccoceiiiieieneeeec e 290
Arriving by air ......coocoveiiiniiiee 290
Arriving by train........ccccceeeveeiieienieeceeeceeee e 292

Orienting Yourself in Munich ..........cccccoevveeieiinininennn, 292
Introducing the neighborhoods..............cccccuenenee. 292
Finding information after you arrive...................... 293

Getting Around Munich.......ccccoccevevinineninenenccceenene 293

Staying in Munich.......c..cocoiiiiniieeeeeee 294
Munich’s top hotels.........ccccevvieviinieiicieceeeeeeee 294
Munich’s runner-up accommodations................... 298

Dining in MUniCh .......ccccooviiiiiniiicieccecceeeeeee e 298

Exploring Munich ... 301
Munich’s top sights ..o, 301
More cool things to see and do .........ccccceeeeneneen. 305
Guided tOUrS......cccoceviririirirereeeeee e 305
Suggested itineraries.........c.cccoceevercveneevienencreneennns 306

Traveling beyond Munich...........ccccoeveevienciinincienieieneeene 306
Neuschwanstein: Mad King Ludwig’s

fairy-tale castle.........coceviiiiniiniiie 307

The Nazi concentration camp at Dachau............... 308

Fast Facts: MUniCh .......c.coooveviiiiiiincnceeeeee 310
Chapter 16: Vienna and the Best of Austria............... 312

Getting t0 VIENNa ........oceeieieinieninireseseeee e 312
Arriving by @ir ......cccovevieiieiciieieeceeeee e 312
Arriving by rail .......ccoooeeviiiieiieieee e, 313

Orienting Yourself in Vienna .........ccccocceevvevinienincenennenns 314
Introducing the neighborhoods............cccccceee.. 314
Finding information after you arrive...................... 314

Getting Around Vienna..........cccocoeeveeeevieeeecieeeenieeceeseenenns 315
By U-Bahn (SUDWAY) .....ccccvevierieienieieeieseereeveennene 315
By tram or BUs .......ccccoecveieiieiniesieciceeeeiee e 315



XX Europe For Dummies, 6th Edition

Staying in VIENNa.........ccoevirerienienieieiececeeseeese e 318
Vienna’s top hotels........c.ccoevevinienenieicieeee, 318
Vienna’s runner-up accommodations.................... 320

Dining in VIENNA .......cccooieiiriieienieiecieieeieeeeee e 321

Exploring Vienna..........ccoccovieiienienenienieieeeeseeeseeiene 324
Vienna’s top sights ......ccccceceviiiiniiiniinee 324
More cool things to see and do .........ccceevvenneneen. 328
Guided tOUrS......cceevieieirieirereeereeseeeee e 330
Suggested itineraries..........ccccoceveeeieneecienceenieeeeen. 330

Traveling beyond Vienna: Graz...........ceceeevevvevenenrennenee. 332
Getting there........cocoiiiiiiniiee, 332
Seeing the sights ..., 333
Where to stay and dine.........ccccceevevievverieciecreennnne. 333

Fast Facts: VIENNA ........ccceceevirineninineneneneneeeeeeeen 334

Chapter 17: Bern and the Swiss Alps ..........ccccouevuueee. 336

Getting There.......coieveiieieiecieeceeeeee e 336
Arriving by @ir .....cccoceeieniieiiieieceeeceeeeeee e 336
Arriving by rail ......cooooeieiiieiiie 337

Orienting Yourself in Bern.........cccocovieiininnininieneens 338
Introducing the neighborhoods............c..c..c..c...... 338
Finding information after you arrive...................... 338

Getting Around Bern............cccoovevvieieciieiienecececeeeeens 338
By tram and bus..........ccceveeiereerienieneeeeseeee e 338
BY taXi.. o coeeeeieieieeeeceeeeecee et 339
BY fOOt i 339

Staying in Bern ..o 339
Bern’s top hotels.........ccccovveiivieciecicceceeeeeeeeee, 339
Bern’s runner-up accommodations........................ 342

Dining in Bern.......cccoociiviiviinieiecieeceeeeeeeeeee e 342

ExXploring Bern..........ccccoeeivenienierieieeeeeceeeee et 345
Bern’s top SightS........ccocveivieieinireeeeeeeene 345
More cool things to see and do .........ccccceceeeeneneen. 347
Guided tOUrS......cceevieieieicirirceeeresee e 348
Suggested itineraries.........cccccocevvevieeeecieeceenieeeeens 348

Traveling beyond Bern...........cccoceveveienencieneecienieneeeeens 349
Zurich: Swiss counterculture meets

high finance ... 349
Basel: Three, three, three countries in onel!.......... 351

Visiting the Bernese Oberland .............cccccceeveevenienreennnnne. 352
Getting there.......c.ooeveieieieieieeceeeeeee s 352
Finding information after you arrive....................... 353
Learning the lay of the land.........c..ccccoeerieriecieienne 354
Getting around the Bernese Oberland................... 354

Staying in the Bernese Oberland............................. 355



Table of Contents )('Xi

Dining in the Bernese Oberland..............c..ccocuue.. 356

Exploring the Bernese Oberland................coc......... 357

Fast Facts: Bern......ccccocoveveveneninininnenceeseeeeeeeeen 361

Chapter 18: Prague and Environs..........ccccocovenvererenne. 363

Getting There.......ccooieiieieiiceeceeeeeeee et 364

Arriving by @ir ......ccoceviecienieiicieeeeeeeeen 364

Arriving by rail ......cccooeeieieieieieeee e 365

Orienting Yourself in Prague.........c.ccoccooiiiniiniininns 366

Introducing the neighborhoods...........ccccccveeeneenns 366

Finding information after you arrive...................... 367

Getting Around Prague..........ccocoeeverieienieciieieieciereeenne 367

By Metro (SUbWay) .......cocceveverenieneenienienieieeeeeeenens 367

By tram and bus..........coccooiiiiniiiiee 367

BY @K vetiieirieiieieieieisiei ettt aenens 367

Staying in Prague..........cccocvevvieienieieieeieceeeceeieeeeeeenn 368

Prague’s top hotels.........cccceevvvvieviinienencieneeieeeeee 369

Prague’s runner-up accommodations.................... 372

Dining in Prague ... 373

Exploring Prague..........ccooeeieieieieieineeeeeeeee e 375

Prague’s top sights .......ocooeviveneninieeeeeee 375

More cool things to see and do ..........cccccvevenennee. 380

Guided toUrS......c.ccceverererirereeeeeeetee e 382

Suggested itineraries.........cccccocevercienercieneecieneennne 382

Traveling beyond Prague...........ccccovvieviniineniieninieeeee 383

Medieval KarlStejn Castle...........ccoceeveniiiiniincnen. 383

The Nazi camp at Terezin..........ccccceeeveeveereecveereennen. 385

Fast Facts: Prague .......cccoceeevveeeniieiinieieceeeceeeeveeeenne 387

Part U: Mediterranean Europe......................... 389

Chapter 19: Rome and Southern ltaly.......................... 391
Getting There........cooiiiiiiiiiee e

Arriving by air
Arriving by rail

BY taXi..coieeieieeteieeeee e

By subway, tram, and bus ..........cceceeceriiininiinnnn. 394
Staying in ROME...........ccoeieiieiiicieececce e 395

Rome’s top hotels........cccoovveievieiinieicieceeeeeee 398

Rome’s runner-up accommodations...................... 399
Dining in ROME ........coccoiiiiiiiiiieeeeceecceeeeee 400
EXploring ROME..........ccooveieieieieeiecceeeeeee e 405

Rome’s top attractions.........cccceceeeieeciiencieeneeecieens 406

More cool things to see and do ..........cccccuvevenennen. 414



XX'ii Europe For Dummies, 6th Edition

Guided tOUrS......cceeiieieieieieeeceeeese e 415
Suggested itineraries..........ccccoceevecreeeecieeeenieeeenens 416
Traveling beyond Rome...........ccccooevieneecieneeciieieeeeeens 417
Naples: A splendid art city welcoming
Visitors once again.........cceceeveeienieneneeneneeee 418

Herculaneum and Pompeii: The world’s most
famous ancient Roman archaeological areas....420

Fast Facts: ROME .......ccccceceviiiniininininenceeeeeeee 422
Chapter 20: Florence and Tuscany...........cocouensensenens 426
Getting There.......coieieiieieieceecreeeeee e 426
Arriving by @ir ....ccccocveeieviieiinicieceeeceee e 426
Arriving by rail ......coooviiiiiiiiie 427
Finding information after you arrive....................... 427
Getting Around Florence............coccooiiiiniininiiniinincees 428
ON fOOL i 428

BY DUS ...ttt 428
Staying in Florence...........cccocvevvevcieniinienenieeeeieeeeeeeeeenn 429
The top hotels .......ccovievirciiireeeee 429
Runner-up hotels ........ccccooveeviiviieciiceceeceeceeee, 433
Dining in Florence............cooiiiiiininieeeeeeneeee 434
Exploring Florence...........cccovevuevieniineenieeieeecreeeesie e 439
Florence’s top attractions ...........cccceeveevverveveeeeennen. 440

More cool things to see and do .........cccceevevenennne. 445
Guided toUrS.......ccoeeevieriieeereeeeee e 446
Suggested itineraries.........c..ccoceverieneiiinieneneen. 446
Traveling beyond Florence...........ccocoveiiininiininninnnnen. 447
Pisa: The Leaning Tower and more............cccccun... 447
Siena: A departure from the Renaissance.............. 451

San Gimignano: Hills and towers ..........cccccceeueuenee 454

Fast Facts: FIOTeNCe .......c..oocvvevvieciiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeveeiean 455




Table of Contents XX’iﬁ

Dining in VENICE .......coovieciiieiieeieeeceeeeeee e 466
EXpPloring VENICE .........ccevieeiieieiicieceee e 470
Venice’s top attractions.........c.cceeceeeeveeciencvesiennnnne. 472
More cool things to see and do .......cccccccveeeeennnen. 477
Guided toUrSs.......ccoceeierieieeeeee e 479
Suggested itineraries.........c..ccoceveniiineniiincniineen. 479
Traveling beyond Venice..........cccccevvevievvevieceeneeieeeennene 480
Padova: Outstanding art and architecture............ 480
Milan: Art viewing and shopping.........cccccceeveeuenen. 482
Fast Facts: VENiCe ........ccocveviieienieiieeeeeeeeeeeee 484
Chapter 22: Madrid and the Best of Castile................ 486
Getting There........cooieiieiiiieieeeeceeee e

Arriving by air
Arriving by rail
Orienting Yourself in Madrid..........ccccooeveviinieniinieeenns 488
Introducing the neighborhoods..............ccccueuune.. 489
Finding information after you arrive...................... 489
Getting Around Madrid .........ccocceveverircienieiiieeeeeeee 489
BY SUDWAY ..ot 489
BY DUS .t 490
BY LaXi.uiciiiiiiiiiciecece et 490
BY fOOT..uiiiiiiiceeeceeeeee e 490
Staying in Madrid.........c.ccceevieienieriinieieneeeeeeeeee e 490
Madrid’s top hotels .........ccccoceneneniveniniceieenene 491
Madrid’s runner-up hotels.........cccccoceveevecieeenreennnn. 495
Dining in Madrid.........ccccooviiiiniiiniiieeeeeeeeee 496
Exploring Madrid .........c.ccoeeevieienieiineeieseeeeeeeeve e 498
Madrid’s top Sights.....cccoevieviivierierieecieceereeeene 499
More cool things to see and do .........cccceeuvevenennen. 502
Guided tOUTS......cveeeieerieeieecee e
Suggested itineraries
Traveling beyond Madrid: Three Day Trips......ccccecceu.e. 506
Holy Toledo! Religious art and architecture.......... 507
El Escorial: A king-size monastery.............ccccoeue... 509
Segovia: A tour of Spanish history ...........cccueuee.. 510
Fast Facts: Madrid........c.cccccoeeeevieieeieiececeeceeeeeeevee 511
Chapter 23: The Best of Barcelona...............cccccocuu..... 514
Getting There.......ccvcveieieieieeeeeeeee et 515
AXTiving DY @ir .ocveveieieieiceeceeeeeeee e 515
Arriving by train........ccoccoeeeieieineneneeeeeen 515
Orienting Yourself in Barcelona.........c.cccccccoeveniieienneennnns 515
Introducing the neighborhoods..............ccccocuu.e.. 516

Finding information after you arrive..........ccccco..... 516



XX’i(/ Europe For Dummies, 6th Edition

Getting Around Barcelona ...........ccccecevevirenienenenienieenen. 517
By public transportation ...........ccccceevveenviernieniennnen. 517

BY taXi..ioeecieeieiieierieieeeerie ettt 517

By funicular and cable car........c.ccoceceveerrinrenienne 517

BY OOt ... 517
Staying in Barcelona.........ccococceeevienienineeieineeeeeseeeeneen 518
The top hotels.......ccoeveviieieieeeceeeeeeeee e, 518
Runner-up hotels ..........ccoeeievieienieneeieeeeieeeeene 522
Dining in Barcelona..........ccccceeevieiinienienieneeieeceeeeen 523
Exploring Barcelona ..........ccccoceeevevnnnennencnencnenceenees 527
The top attractions..........ccceeeveveeeereeeecreeeeceeeeene. 527
Strolling La Rambla..........cccecovinininiiieeenee. 530
Exploring the Gothic Quarter...........ccccceevevueennennen. 530

More cool things to see and do ..........ccccceeveneenen. 532
Guided toUrS......coveeivieieeieereceeeeeeeeeane 534
Suggested itineraries.......c.cccoceveeinenenireneniennenen. 534

Fast Facts: Barcelona..........cccccocevievininenineneneeneenenn 535
Chapter 24: Athens and the Greek Islands................. 538
Getting There.......cccooveiieneeeeereee e 539
Arriving by @ir ....cooeeeevienieceeececeee e 539
Arriving by ferry .....coooveevieiiieieeeeeee e 540
Arriving by rail .......ccooevveeiieiiiieeen 541
Arriving by BUS......coovevieiieiiicieceee e 542
Orienting Yourself in Athens.........ccccoooevvivvieieninenieens 542
Introducing the neighborhoods...............c......c...... 542
Finding information after you arrive...................... 543
Getting Around Athens..........cccoceeeveeievieveenececeeeeeeieans 543
By Metro (SUDWAY) ...c.ccceevverienieeieeienieeveseeeee e 543

Dining in Athens.........cccceeieieieieieieeeeeceeeee e 550
ExXploring Athens..........ccocevieeirieiininiseeecesesee e 552
Athens’s top SightS......ccooeeieveiiiniciereeeeee, 552
More cool things to see and do ..........cccccueeveneennen. 556
Guided tOUrS......ccveirieieeieeieeeeeeee et 557

Following an itin€rary .........cccceceeverereseniesresiesienns 558



Table of Contents XX/

Traveling beyond Athens...........ccceceiveninenenenieneeenee. 559
Delphi: The center of the ancient world................ 559
Santorini: Sun, sea, and . . . black sand.................. 562

Fast Facts: Athens ........c.ccooovveveviecieeiececeeeeeeeereeeeevee 566

Part Vl: The Part of Tens .........cccccevueeeeaicneeee. 569
Chapter 25: The Ten Most Overrated Sights

and Attractions in Europe..........cconrnncnrensrenenns 51
London’s Changing of the Guard
at Buckingham Palace..........c.ccccooeevvenievieneeieceeieeenne, 571
London’s Madame Tussauds Wax Museum .................... 572
Paris’s Champs-Elysées and Rome’s Via Veneto ............ 572
The French Riviera.........cocoeeeieeieceeiincineeeeeeseceeeene 572
Madrid’s Flamenco Shows ..........cccceevevenenienienienieeeenen. 572
ALhens, GIEECE ........coovuviiieiieeeeeeeeeee e 572
Four Shopping Disappointments: The Big Names in
London, Paris, Rome, and Florence..........c..cooovuuen.... 573
Chapter 26: Ten Overlooked Gems..............cccoceverenenee. 574
Avebury, England..........ccccccovivviininciinieiecee e 574
Dingle Peninsula, Ireland ............cccceeevveeieenenenenieienenen. 574
Paris’s Lesser-Known Museums............c.cceeceecierienceeneennnn. 575
Hoge Veluwe Park, Netherlands...........ccccocovevienienieiennnnen. 575
The Heuriger of Grinzig, Austria..........cccccoeeevveeeecveneennene 575
Ostia Antica, [taly......ccccooveevieieniiieeceeeeeeeeee s 576
Venetian Islands, Italy .........cccccocvevieieincineeiceceeeeeee 576
Arena Chapel, Padova, Italy.........cccoceveennenninneninenine 577
Spain — AL Of Tt....c.ooouiiieeeeeeeeeeee e 577
Medieval Hamlets and Hill TOWRS .......ccccocevevierienieieennen. 577
Chapter 27: Ten Ways to Break Out
of the Tourist Mold............creeerreceecenceseean 579
Do as the Locals DO ......coeoeveeirieenieinieireeeeeceeceeenne 579
Take a Dip in Bern’s Aare River .........cccoccooeevieniniiincnnnn. 580
Rent an Apartment or Villa.........cccoeoveeviiecieecienieeeee, 580
Visit a Small Private Museum..........ccccoceeevenenienieneenienenne. 580
Jog with the Locals ........cccoevieienieiiiciecececeeeveeee 581
Hike in the Countryside...........ccceoueveineeieeneniecieieeienn 581
Catch a Football (Soccer) Match .......ccoceeveeieniieciinennens 581
Pick Grapes or OliVES ........cccoccvevuieeeeriecieeeeeeceeereeee e 582
Watch Some Local Television Programs............cccc........ 582

Liberate Yourself from Your Guidebook.......................... 582



XX'l/i Europe For Dummies, 6th Edition

Appendix: Quick Concierge...............cccccceaunnn.

Average Travel Times by Rail
Metric CONVEISIONS.......ccveevvieeveeerreereeere e ereeereeereeeneens
Clothing Size CONVersions .........c.cccecveeeeveenierieneeneneenienns
Toll-Free Numbers and Web Sites
Where to Get More Information




Introduction

Fnally, you're taking that long-awaited trip to Europe. Congratulations!
You're about to embark on a great adventure, and, in addition to the
excitement, you may feel a bit overwhelmed. You have lots of plans to
make: where to stay, where to dine, how long to remain in each country,
how to travel from place to place, and which attractions to see — but
we’re here to help you every step of the way. You already took a step in
the right direction by buying Europe For Dummies, 6th Edition!

About This Book

You have in your possession a reference tool, not a guidebook that you
have to read from cover to cover. Open up this book to any chapter to
find the answers on how to make your European travel dreams come
true. You can read Europe For Dummies from start to finish if you want,
but if you're already familiar with some aspects of international travel,
feel free to skip over the first two parts and jump right into the destina-
tion chapters.

Our goal throughout this book is to give you a really good selection of
each country’s highlights. That means we exclude places that exhaustive
guidebooks routinely include. Brussels, Copenhagen, and Lisbon are
important cities, but from the perspective of the first-time visitor to
Europe, they can’t compete with London, Paris, and Madrid. In addition,
so much really is worth seeing in Europe that you don’t need to waste
your time with the second-rate, the overrated, or the boring.

Please be advised that travel information is subject to change at any
time — and this is especially true of prices. We, therefore, suggest that
you write or call ahead for confirmation when making your travel plans.
The authors, editors, and publisher cannot be held responsible for the
experiences of readers while traveling. Your safety is important to us,
however, so we encourage you to stay alert and be aware of your sur-
roundings. Keep a close eye on cameras, purses, and wallets, all favorite
targets of thieves and pickpockets.

Conventions Used in This Book

If you've ever tried to extract some information from a guidebook and
felt that you needed training in hieroglyphics to interpret all the differ-
ent symbols, we're happy to report that you won’t have that problem
with user-friendly Furope For Dummies. We keep our use of symbols and
abbreviations to a minimum.
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The few conventions that we do use include the following:

v Abbreviations for credit cards: AE (American Express), DC (Diners
Club), MC (MasterCard), and V (Visa).

v+ Dollar-sign ratings for all hotels and restaurants: The number
of signs indicates the range of costs for one night in a double-
occupancy hotel room or for a meal at a restaurant (excluding
alcohol), from $ (budget) to $$$$$ (splurge). Because of the
number of countries covered in this book, these ratings are rela-
tive, applied on a city-by-city basis. So a $ hotel in pricey London
may be a quirky bed-and-breakfast with shared bathrooms, but a $
hotel in far-cheaper Athens may well be a centrally located, mid-
range hotel. The same goes for restaurants: At a rustic $$$$ joint in
Madrid, you may get a delicious, stick-to-your-ribs stew for about
$30, but a $$$$ restaurant in Paris dishes up fancy, haute-cuisine
dishes that can cost as much as $85 per course.

+ Two categories for hotels: Our personal favorites (the tops) and
those that don’t quite make our preferred list but still get our
hearty seal of approval (the runners-up). Don’t be shy about con-
sidering those in the latter category, if you're unable to get a room
at one of our favorites or if your preferences differ from ours. The
amenities that the runner-up hotels offer and the services that they
provide make them good choices to consider as you determine
where to rest your head at night.

v Cross-references to maps: For those hotels, restaurants, and attrac-
tions that are plotted on maps, page references are provided in the
listing information. If a hotel, restaurant, or attraction is outside the
city limits or in an out-of-the-way area, it may not be mapped.

Foolish Assumptions

As we wrote this book, we made some assumptions about you and your
needs as a traveler. Here’s what we assumed about you:

v You may be an inexperienced traveler looking for guidance when
determining whether to take a trip to Europe and how to plan for it.

v You may be an experienced traveler, but you don’t have a lot of
time to devote to trip planning or you don’t have a lot of time to
spend in Europe. You want expert advice on how to maximize your
time and enjoy a hassle-free trip.

» You're not looking for a book that provides all the information
available about Europe or that lists every hotel, restaurant, or
attraction available to you. Instead, you're looking for a book that
focuses on the places that will give you the best or most memora-
ble experience in Europe.



