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Arthur F. Thurnau Professor. He is now Professor of Ethnic Studies at San
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then, she has taught at Stanford, the University of Arizona, the University of
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David Carrasco grew up in Maryland, Washington DC, Mexico City, and
Puerto Rico. He received his BA in English Literature from Western Maryland
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History at Stanford University. She is an Associate Professor in the Department
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Roman de la Campa is the Edwin B. and Lenor R. Williams Professor of
Romance Languages at the University of Pennsylvania. His publications take a
comparative view of Latin American, American, and Latino literatures, theory,
and other cultural practices. They include nearly a hundred essays published in
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books: Late Imperial Cultures (co-edited, 1995), America Latina y sus comunidades
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ature at the University of Pennsylvania and a PhD in American Studies at
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Patricia Fernandez-Kelly grew up in Mexico City, where she completed an
advanced degree in Art History at Universidad Iberoamericana. She also has
a PhD in Social Anthropology from Rutgers University. She holds a joint posi-
tion in the Department of Sociology and Office of Population Research at
Princeton University. She is the author of For We Are Sold, I and My People:
Women and Industry in Mexico’s Frontier (1983), a book listed in the 25th anni-
versary issue of Contemporary Sociology as a favorite title. With Lorraine Gray,
she co-produced the Emmy-award winning documentary 7he Global Assembly
Line, which focuses on the effects of economic globalization on women and their
families in the Philippines, Mexico, and the US. Her recent book (edited with
Jon Shefner, University of Tennessee) is Out of the Shadows: Political Action and
Informal Economy in Latin America (2006). She is currently conducting research
on second-generation immigrants and long-term inmates in a maximum security
prison.

Juan Flores is currently Professor of Latino Studies in the Department of
Social and Cultural Analysis at New York University. For many years he has
taught Puerto Rican and Latino Studies at the City University of New York
(CUNY) and in the Sociology Program at CUNY Graduate Center. He is the
author of Divided Borders, La venganza de Cortijo, From Bomba to Hip-Hop, and
Poetry in East Germany, and co-editor of On Edge: The Crisis of Contemporary
Latin American Culture. Among his other publications are the translations of
Memoirs of Bernardo Vega and Cortijo’s Wake/El entierro de Cortijo by Edgardo
Rodriguez Julia.

Neil Foley is an Associate Professor of History and American Studies at the
University of Texas. He received his MA and PhD in American Culture from
the University of Michigan, an MA from Georgetown University, and his BA
from the University of Virginia. His teaching fields include Borderlands history,
Race and Ethnicity in the US, Latinos in the US South and American West, and
twentieth-century civil rights. His book 7The White Scourge: Mexicans, Blacks,
and Poor Whites in Texas Cotton Culture (1997) won numerous awards, including
those from the Organization of American Historians, the American Historical
Association, the Southern Historical Association, and the Western Historical
Association. He is currently working on a book on World War II-era black and
Latino civil rights politics in Texas and the American West.

Rosa Linda Fregoso grew up in Corpus Christi, Texas. She received a Bachelor’s
in Journalism (B]) from the University of Texas-Austin and a PhD from the
University of California-San Diego. She has taught in the Department of Latin
American and Latino Studies at the University of California-Santa Cruz and
is currently teaching in the School of Cinema at the University of Southern
California. Her books include Mexicana Encounters: The Making of Social
Ldentities on the Borderlands (2003), The Devil Never Sleeps and Other Films by
Lourdes Portillo (2001), and Bronze Screen: Chicana and Chicano Film Culture
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(1993). Her current research deals with Human Rights and the Image and she is
also co-editing a book on feminicides in the Américas.

Maria Cristina Garcia was born in Havana, Cuba, but has lived most of her
life in the United States and Puerto Rico. She is a graduate of Georgetown
University and the University of Texas at Austin. She is currently Professor of
History and Latino Studies at Cornell University, where she teaches courses on
migration, the US—-Mexico Borderlands, and US—Cuba relations. She is the
author of Havana USA: Cuban Exiles and Cuban Americans in South Florida
(1996) and Secking Refuge: Central American Migration to Mexico, the United
States and Canada (2006). She is currently working on a book on nineteenth-
century Latin American exiles.

Gabriel Haslip-Viera earned his BA in Latin American History at the City
College of the City University of New York. He was also accepted at Columbia
University that same year, and went on to earn his Masters and Doctoral degrees
in the same subject. He is currently Professor and Chair in the Department of
Sociology at the City College of the City University of New York. He was also
Director of the Center for Puerto Rican Studies at Hunter College from 1997 to
2000, and chaired the former Department of Latin American and Caribbean
Studies at City College from 1985 to 1991, and again from 1993 to 1995. A
specialist in the history of colonial Mexico and the evolution of Latino and
Latino Caribbean communities in New York City, he has lectured extensively
on these subjects, and on the relationship between invented racial identities
and pseudo-scholarship. His publications include Crime and Punishment in Late
Colonial Mexico City, 1692—1810 (1999), the anthology Taino Revival: Critical
Perspectives on Puerto Rican Identity and Cultural Politics (2001), the co-edited
volume Latinos in New York: Communities in Transition (1996), and the co-edited
book Boricuas in Gotham: Puerto Ricans in the Making of Modern New York City
(2004).

Miriam Jiménez Roman, Puerto Rico-born and Harlem-bred, is a long-time
student of diasporic communities in the Americas, focusing on people of African
descent. She has taught courses on race, ethnicity, and gender at Binghamton,
Brown, and Columbia universities. She was the managing editor and editor
of Centro: Journal of the Center for Puerto Rican Studies. For over a decade, she
researched and curated exhibitions at the Schomburg Center for Research in
Black Culture, where she also served as the Assistant Director of the Scholars-
in-Residence Program. Currently, she is Coordinator of the Afro-Latina/o Project,
a research and documentation center based in New York City.

José E. Limon grew up in Laredo, Texas where, at age eight, he had the good
fortune to meet the great modern dancer and his namesake, José Limon, when
the latter was passing through town to collaborate with Miguel Covarrubias
in Mexico. Subsequently, he completed his BA and PhD at the University of
Texas at Austin where he now teaches. His recent book is American Encounters:
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Greater Mexico, the United States and the Erotics of Culture (1998). Another book-
in-progress is called Neither Friends, Nor Strangers: Mexicans and Anglos in the
Literary Making of Texas.

Gerald P. Lopez grew up in East Los Angeles, California. He received his
BA from the University of Southern California and JD from Harvard. For over
three decades he has been a leading practitioner of and advocate for comprehens-
ive and coordinated problem solving in low-income, of color, and immigrant
communities. He plays central roles in policy reforms, civil rights litigation,
organizing campaigns, and empirical studies. He speaks across the nation, conducts
training, and writes regularly about race and culture, reentry, healthcare, immigra-
tion, and legal education. He is the author of Rebellious Lawyering (1992), per-
haps the most influential book ever written about progressive law practice. An
award winning teacher, he has taught at UCLA, Stanford, Harvard, and NYU,
where he founded the Center for Community Problem Solving. He authored
the Center’s Reentry Guide (2005), Streetwise About Money Guide (2006), and the
Guide to a Fair and Just Workplace (2006).

Arturo Madrid, whose ancestors colonized what is now New Mexico in the
seventeenth century, currently lives in San Antonio, Texas, where he holds the
position of Distinguished Professor of the Humanities at Trinity University. He
obtained his BA degree at the University of New Mexico and an MA and PhD
in Spanish from UCLA. He has held faculty and administrative positions at
Dartmouth College, the University of California-San Diego, and the University
of Minnesota. He directed the Ford Foundation’s Graduate Fellowship Program
for Mexican Americans, Native Americans, and Puerto Ricans from 1975 to
1980, during which time he established the National Chicano Council for Higher
Education. He served as the Director of the Fund for the Improvement of Post
Secondary Education, US Department of Education in 1980—1. He took leave
from the University of Minnesota in 1985 to serve as the founding president of
the Tomas Rivera Center, the nation’s first institute for policy studies on Latino
issues, a position he held until 1993. For the past decade he has been working on
a family memoir titled Of Heretics and Interlopers.

Martha Menchaca grew up in Santa Paula, California and obtained her
BA at the University of California-Santa Barbara and her PhD from Stanford
University. She is Professor of Anthropology at the University of Texas at Austin.
Her research interests are in the field of historical and legal anthropology. She
is the author of The Mexican Outsiders: A Community History of Marginalization
and Discrimination in California (1995), which won the CHOICE Outstanding
Academic Book Award and the Gustavus Meyers Award. Her recent book
Recovering History, Constructing Race: The Indian, Black, and White Roots of
Mexican Americans (2001) also won the CHOICE Outstanding Academic Book
Award. She is the co-editor of Barrio Ballots (1994), which deals with elect-
oral politics, and the author of articles and book chapters examining schooling,
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immigration, and race relations. She is currently working on a book on the
naturalization history of Mexican immigrants in Texas.

Cherrie Moraga is a playwright and essayist, and the co-editor of This Bridge
Called My Back: Writings by Radical Women of Color (2002). She grew up in San
Gabriel, Southern California and was educated at Immaculate Heart College
(Los Angeles) and San Francisco State University. Her collected non-fiction
writings include The Last Generation (1993), Waiting in the Wings: Portrait of a
Queer Motherhood (1998), and a new expanded edition of Loving in the War Years
(2000). Her plays are collected in a three-volume series, and include Giving Up
the Ghost, Shadow of a Man, Heroes and Saints, Watsonuville, and The Hungry
Woman. She has been the Artist-in-Residence in the Department of Drama at
Stanford University since 1996 and is currently completing a new collection of
essays entitled A Xicana Codex of Changing Consciousness: Essays for the Turn of a
Century and a memoir on her mother’s death from Alzheimer’s, And The Tribe

Goes With Her.

José Esteban Muifioz was born in Havana, Cuba and at the age of three was
brought to the Cuban enclave of Hialeah Florida, where he grew up. He received
his BA in Comparative Literature at Sarah Lawrence College, where he first
started studying critical theory. He then went to the Graduate Program in
Literature at Duke University, where he earned his PhD. He was hired to teach
Latina/o Studies and Queer Theory in the Department of Performance Studies,
Tisch School of the Arts, New York University. He currently serves as Chair
of that department. His first book is Disidentifications: Queers of Color and the
Performance of Politics (1999). He is currently completing Feeling Brown: Ethnicity,
Affect and Performance and Cruising Utopia. He is the co-editor of a number of
edited volumes, including Everynight Life: Culture and Dance in Latina/o America
(1997).

Frances Negrin-Muntaner is a filmmaker, writer, and scholar. She obtained
a Bachelor’s in Sociology at the University of Puerto Rico, Masters in Film and
Anthropology at Temple University, Philadelphia, and a PhD in Comparative
Literature from Rutgers University-New Jersey. Among her works are the award
winning film Brincando el charco: Portrait of a Puerto Rican, the volume Puerto Rican
Fam: Rethinking Nationalism and Colonialism (1997), and the collection of essays
Boricua Pop: Puerto Ricans and the Latinmization of American Culture (CHOICE
Award 2004). She is also a founding board member and former Chair of NALIP,
the National Association of Latino Independent Producers. In 2005 she was
named as one of the nation’s “100 Most Influential Latinos” by Hispanic Business
magazine. She currently teaches at Columbia University’s Department of Eng-
lish and Comparative Literature for the Study of Ethnicity and Race.

Sonia Nieto was born and raised in Brooklyn, New York. She is Professor
Emerita of Language, Literacy, and Culture in the School of Education at the
University of Massachusetts, Amherst. She has taught all levels from elementary
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grades through graduate school, and content as varied as Puerto Rican Studies
and Teacher Education. She received her undergraduate degree in elementary
education at St. John’s University, her masters’ in Spanish and Latin American
Literature at the New York University Graduate Program in Spain, and her
doctoral degree in Education from the University of Massachusetts. Her books
include Affirming Diversity (2008), a text in multicultural education; What Keeps
Teachers Going? (2003), focused on teacher education; and an edited volume,

Puerto Rican Students in US Schools (2000).

Pedro A. Noguera was born and raised in New York City, but lived for 20 years
in the Bay Area. He received his BA and MA from Brown University, and his
PhD in Sociology from UC Berkeley. He is a professor in the Steinhardt School
of Education at New York University and the Director of the Metropolitan
Center for Urban Education. He is the author of The Imperatives of Power (1997),
City Schools and the American Dream (2003), Unfinished Business: Closing the
Achievement Gap in Our Nation’s Schools (2006) and Beyond Resistance (2006).

Chon A. Noriega grew up in Chicago, where he received his BA from the
University of Illinois; and he received his PhD from Stanford University. He
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Latina/o studies emerged from social movements and political struggles rather
than from a purely cerebral rumination about what was needed in the academy.
The late 1960s and early 1970s were a period of hunger strikes, farmworkers’
marches, student walkouts, and the wider context of the civil rights movement
and protests against the war in Viet Nam. These struggles, their sheer presence
and their specific demands, compelled a number of universities and colleges to
establish programs and departments in Chicana/o studies and Puerto Rican
studies. They also provided an agenda for the new field of study. And this tie to
Latina/o communities with accountability to their social needs and struggles has
remained a central philosophical tenet of the field to the present day.

Latina/o studies scholars in this early period saw themselves as committed
and oppositional; they were doing engaged research and were committed to
scholarship that was relevant not only to the academy but also, and particularly,
to the barrio and to the comunidad outside the university. Key concerns that
guided this work were empowerment, self-determination, and social justice.
Scholarly research aspired to work in the service of the social movement.

In its initial years Latina/o studies, particularly Chicana/o studies, developed
the concept of internal colonialism. This body of work viewed the westward
expansion of the United States over the nineteenth century as a process of
colonization over a region that until the War of 1848 had been Mexican territory.
It also viewed the subsequent history of Mexicans in the United States as a
process of incorporation of a colonized people. This perspective has enriched
subsequent studies. On the one hand, historians of the western part of the
United States have further refined the research questions first posed in Latina/o
studies as they have explored the role of Native Americans, African Americans,
and Latinas/os in the making of the West. On the other hand, the notion of
internal colonialism subsequently developed into a series of studies in political
economy with a historical perspective exemplified by the work of Mario Barrera
and David Montejano.
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Opposition to colonialism has also been the guiding impulse in Puerto Rican
studies since the outset as independentista scholars from the Island and in the
mainland contributed to set the early agenda. Emphasis was placed on the per-
sistence of colonial relations in the history of Puerto Rico, before and after the
turning point of 1898, while researchers in the diaspora analyzed subordination
and rampant discrimination suffered by Puerto Ricans in the US. For many
researchers and activists of the period, colonial oppression in Puerto Rican life
constituted a single unified system spanning the divide between homeland and
diaspora, and conditioning the migration experience as a totality. Political economy
and history focusing on the migratory and community formation process were
the central fields of social analysis, as is evident in the work of the Centro de
Estudios Puertorriquetios at the City University of New York as well as in the
studies of such scholars such as Clara Rodriguez, Virginia Sanchez-Korrol, and
Edna Acosta-Belén in the diaspora and Manuel Maldonado Denis and José Luis
Gonzalez from the Island.

The concept of culture has been central to Latina/o studies, from the early
critical assaults by Octavio Romano on an anthropological concept that he
characterized as static and homogeneous. Founding scholar Américo Paredes
assumed a more subtle critical stance toward the concept of culture in his
research. His notion of culture encompassed historical change and inequalities of
power as he explored jokes, sayings, legends, corridos, racial insults, and other
central phenomena of folk culture in the geographical area he called Greater
Mexico. The Puerto Rican writers and critics José Luis Gonzalez and Arcadio
Diaz Quinones provided an early impetus for a more nuanced understanding of
Puerto Rican cultural experience in the diaspora, but the outburst of Nuyorican
poetry, Latin dance music, and the struggle over bilingualism were what set the
distinctive parameters of a new cultural analysis.

In this period much research involved the creation of an archive. In literary
and cultural studies, researchers often had to uncover the critical texts that
they were going to analyze. This material had been passed over by previous
investigators. Thus Latina/o scholars were compelled to be both archivist and
critic, uncovering the text and offering an interpretation. A similar phenomenon
occurred in historical studies. Because the basic spadework had not been done,
Latina/o studies historians were pioneers who were working without precedent.
In Puerto Rican studies, the early testimonial memoirs of Bernardo Vega and
Jests Colon provided key insight into the course of community life in the early
decades prior to the mass migration of the 1950s and 1960s, and have served as
the main resource for scholars doing historical research on Puerto Ricans in the
US. From the late 1980s to the present the Recovering the Hispanic Literary
Heritage project continues to unearth and publish important literary and docu-
mentary texts from the earlier periods.

Applied research was also critical. People explored issues in education, such as
the high drop-out rate of Latina/o students and the problem of school failure as
well as the demand for bilingual education. The issues in healthcare had to do
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with the exceptionally high rates of particular diseases and other indicators of
neglect of Latinas/os by medical services, as well as excessive interventions such
as involuntary sterilization programs. Inadequate housing and residential segrega-
tion were major foci of research. Researchers also attended to income disparities
with Latinas/os being over-represented in low-income categories. These scholars
also developed the notion of the segmentation of the labor force, in effect a form
of apartheid in the distribution of jobs.

Despite the deep continuities between the early years and more recent schol-
arly concerns, there have been some significant shifts over the decades, which
have brought new issues and challenges to the Latina/o studies agenda. Feminist
scholarship entered Latina/o studies with a redefinition of identity and brought
a realization that prior analyses often unconsciously assumed a male subject
and thereby omitted half the population. The next phase in this process was the
introduction of queer theory and the recognition of the necessity of taking into
account the sexuality as well as the gender of the subject. T'wo books especially
critical within and beyond Latina/o studies were Gloria Anzaldta’s Borderlands/
La Frontera and This Bridge Called My Back edited by Cherrie Moraga and
Anzaldaa.

In the wider circles of feminist and queer studies Latina/o contributions have
always underscored the centrality of race and the limitations of assuming a white
middle-class subject. At the same time Latina/o studies has explored in his-
torical and sociological ways how race operates within Latina/o communities and
how their relations with other communities of color as well as the dominant
white society are predicated on race.

If the early 1970s were predominantly nationalist in their orientation, later
periods have added the dimension of transnationalism. In recent years the con-
cept of transnational communities has underscored the sense in which family,
kinship, and household can best be understood as sets of relations in the home
country and in the United States. In addition, political and economic changes in
one country can have deep consequences for people in the other country. At the
same time historical research on Latina/o communities in the United States has
explored settlements dating from the sixteenth century and thus show in detailed
ways that by no means all Latinas/os are immigrants.

In the cultural realm there has been new emphasis on theories and practices of
performance, increased attention to cultural representation, and consideration
of the commodification of culture. In part these concerns grow from an analysis
of how the Latina/o population explosion has led to marketing efforts to target
Latinas/os for such matters as corporate sales and political campaigns. Indeed
the very notion of a Latina/o population in the United States is in part an
artifact of such corporate and voting efforts as well as a consequence of coalition
politics.

Thus, while the issues surrounding Latina/o identity remain at the center of
Latina/o studies research, those issues have become significantly complicated by
the huge demographic increase and the dispersal and diversification of Latina/o
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communities. In addition to the traditional and growing Chicana /o, Puerto Rican,
and Cuban groups, the present generation has seen the rapid and incremental
presence of communities of immigrants from a wide range of Latin American
and Caribbean nations, most notably Dominicans, Salvadorans, Colombians,
Ecuadorians, and Nicaraguans. The idea of a pan-Latina/o identity has been the
subject of lively and at times contentious debate in the Latina /o studies literature
of the past fifteen or twenty years, as is evident in the writings of Suzanne
Oboler, Martha Giménez, Carlos Muiioz, and others. Questions of language,
religion, immigrant or resident minority experience, and the pressing issue of
race have been at the heart of these debates.

Recent studies of how Latinas/os conceive of their racial identities and how
other groups categorize them in racial terms (racialization and racism) have
extended discussions of race in the United States beyond the dichotomy of black
and white. Shades of difference marked by the category of mixedness and the
poles of African origins as well as indigenous roots complicate what once seemed
a settled picture, one in which Latinas/os often did not appear. As evident in
some of the contributions to the present volume, recent writings on Latinas/os
and race have often involved a critique of a celebratory mestizaje concept which
can suggest a wishful racial harmony that conceals anti-black and anti-indigenous
racism among Latinas/os.

A paramount fact of recent studies in literature and expressive culture has
been the renaissance in Latina/o literary, performance, and visual arts. The
explosion in the arts has been less widely noticed than the sudden growth in the
Latina/o population in the United States. Scholars of Latina/o arts thus have a
rich body of contemporary literary production to study. The talented and highly
trained artists of the past twenty years include such writers as Cristina Garcia,
Sandra Cisneros, Julia Alvarez, Denise Chavez, Victor Hernandez Cruz, Helena
Maria Viramontes, and Junot Diaz. Corresponding literary critics and scholars
of expressive culture include José David Saldivar, Arturo Sanchez Sandoval,
Paula Moya, Shifra Goldman, Maria Herrera-Sobek, Norma Alarcon; Ruth
Glasser, José Limon, and José Mufoz.

Critical scholarly and creative work in Latina/o studies has contributed in
crucial ways to the increase in social knowledge. US Latina/o experience has
foregrounded the need for a transnational understanding of group experience,
that is, the need to transcend and navigate political and other imposed borders of
a national and geographic kind. Since its inception, Latina/o studies scholars
and cultural workers have shown how understanding Chicana/o, Nuyorican, or
other US-based Latina/o social life and culture necessitates a connection with
traditions and practices in Mexico, Puerto Rico, and other countries of origin, as
well as the migration process itself. Further, the trajectory of Latina/o studies as
an area demonstrates the complex relationship between discretely demarcated
ethnic or national groups and a composite, pan-ethnic construction, in this case
“Latino” or “Hispanic.” Already in the earlier decades of the emergence of
Latina/o studies, the salience and limitations of terms like “la raza” and “brown
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people” drew the attention of students of the varied group experiences. In the
present generation the broad currency of the terms “Hispanic” and “Latino” has
generated searching debate about the use and abuse of such labels. Although
the potential for coalition politics and intergroup solidarity is strongly affirmed,
suspicion is also voiced in the face of corporate and electoral strategies that
spuriously advertise pan-Latino visions of unity and sameness.

Issues of bilingualism and immigration have also been at the heart of the
Latina/o studies intellectual and political agenda, and here too the field has
contributed significantly to broader social knowledge. Both as speech practice
and as language policy, and even as regards poetic and literary voices, the lived
reality of Latina/o bilingual expression, and more broadly of biculturalism, have
provided a rich and dynamic case for incisive sociolinguistic and stylistic analysis
by such authors as Ana Celia Zentella, Guadalupe Valdés, and Doris Sommer.
The longstanding and increasingly heated debates over immigrant rights and
policies center in our times on the example of Latinas/os, and attest to the
structured relations of economic and political power in the hemisphere. From
the perspective of Latina/o studies, these debates raise in a cogent way the
question of who/what is an immigrant — given that many Latinas/os are actually
not immigrants — as well as the question as to who/what is an American, that is,
the meaning of citizenship.

With the proliferation of anthologies, readers, encyclopedias, edited volumes
and the range of “recovery” work of compiling and making available historical
documents, we are witnessing the burgeoning of a new field of intellectual endeavor
which carries pressing social relevance to a broad US public. T'o mention a few,
there are the helpful collections of key texts, such as The Latino Studies Reader,
Barrios and Borderlands, The Latino/a Condition, Challenging Fronteras, Latino/a
Thought, Latinos Remaking America, Growing Up Latino, and The Latino Reader,
all published in the 1990s. A widely used volume like Challenging Fronteras is
representative of this active anthological work in its careful selection of import-
ant essays on a wide range of Latino groups and experiences, and grouping them
in major thematic areas, such as the conceptualization of Latinidad, the immigra-
tion process and its consequences, the issue of ethnic identity, and the experi-
ence of women in the labor force. The compilation offers the reader an array of
different points of access to Latin life and struggles from a multidisciplinary and
ideologically diverse perspective. The other anthologies mentioned above gener-
ally follow similar principles of organization and selection.

The present collection, A Companion to Latina/o Studies, offers a sampler of
this rich output of new scholarship by some of the leading Latina/o scholars. In
compiling this volume, we have asked contributors to reflect on their scholarly
practice and contribution in short and in many cases more personal essays. We
have turned to both established academics and some creative writers, some
seasoned scholars and some relative newcomers, but in all cases we were inter-
ested in assembling a group that was representative of the diversity of the field as
regards gender, region, intellectual discipline, and critical style. We have even
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included two poems with accompanying commentary, as well as several memoirs
of an autobiographical nature.

The result — the harvest of our outreach effort — is what we hope is an
exciting, consistently engaging, and highly varied group of writings that offer a
sense of the range and complexity characteristic of our field. While some of the
sections in this Companion remain thematic in conception, we have also sought to
group some according to the kind of reflection they exemplify: Vidas, centered
on the telling of life stories; Actos, advocating certain critical practices or methods;
and En la Lucha, addressing institutional struggles in the production of know-
ledge. Our aim is to suggest new ways of thinking the field, by breaking out of
the customary thematic clusters and juxtaposing seemingly unrelated intellectual
exercises. With the dramatic changes in the very object of analysis of Latina/o
studies in recent decades, it strikes us as timely to strike out in new directions
and to be redefining our field as we carry on our collective research project.

Our fondest hope is that the present collection of recent Latina/o studies work
may serve as a “‘companion,” as un/a compafiera/o for scholars, students, and
the general readership in the effort to advance the field and assure its ongoing tie
to communities in struggles for justice and equality in challenging times. We
think of the Companion to Latina/o Studies as an act of sharing, a gathering place
of intellectual concerns and analysis that attest to our unbroken commitment to
engaged critical inquiry as a guide to social action.
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