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Synopsis of
Contents

1 AFFECTIVE STATES

Ann Laura Stoler

In this essay, Stoler challenges the assumption that the mastery of reason, rationality,

and the exaggerated claims made for Enlightenment principles have been at the
political foundation of nineteenth- and early twentieth-century colonial regimes

and should be at the center of critical histories of them. Colonial states and their

architects were focused instead on the racially appropriate distribution of sentiments,
on racialized assessments of affective dispositions, and their beneficent and dangerous

political effects. Analyzing the staging and aftermath of a demonstration of Dutch-

born and creole Europeans in Java in May l848, she examines the strain between
parental feelings and political allegiance and what urgent efforts Dutch authorities

made to educate the affective habits of both.

2 AFTER SOCIALISM

Katherine Verdery

A defining characteristic of former socialist societies was their property order, dis-
tinctive from that of capitalist societies. This chapter discusses how socialist property

was organized, with examples drawn from agriculture, and explores the implications

for post-1989 transformations toward private ownership in Eastern Europe and the
former Soviet Union.

3 AIDS
Brooke Grundfest Schoepf

Political and economic interests have shaped response to the AIDS pandemic from

the outset. Struggles over meanings and resources, and their effects on prevention
and treatment policy, are analyzed with special reference to Africa, where the author

has conducted AIDS prevention research since 1985. The results of these struggles



have implications for the rest of the world, wherever poverty, violence, and inequality

create HIV risk that cannot be overcome by individual actions.

4 CITIZENSHIP

Aihwa Ong

Against the background of debates that globalization has led to claims for mutlicul-
tural citizenship, this chapter considers how neoliberal techniques are remaking the

spatial, social, and moral borders of the nation. The capacity of entrepreneurial figures

to manipulate and transform borders into values of trade and production has restruc-
tured the value of capital and labor across transnational space, leading to a ‘‘splinter-

ing’’ of citizenship. Two alternative interventions to the proliferation of transborder

assemblages of human needs are suggested. Strategies can be informed by an ethics of
corporate reciprocity on the one hand, or by an informal moral economy on the

other, requiring many agents to distribute different kinds of material, technical, and

social goods in the interest of achieving a kind of complex equality across the spaces of
global capital.

5 COSMOPOLITANISM

Ulf Hannerz

There is a cosmopolitanism of culture and a cosmopolitanism in politics – is there a

connection between them? This chapter explores that issue, and several other ques-
tions relating to this complex concept and its place in an interconnected world. Are

cosmopolitans always members of the elite, or are the social bases of cosmopolitanism

now changing? Can cosmopolitans have roots? Does cosmopolitanism in politics aim
at a world government, or are there other alternatives in building an acceptable world

order? What are bottom-up and top-down cosmopolitanisms? What is the place of
cosmopolitanism in an unequal world?

6 DEVELOPMENT

Marc Edelman and Angelique Haugerud

‘‘Development’’ is a slippery concept that has attracted attention from an astonishing

array of scholars. This essay explores the Enlightenment roots of debates about
development; the clash of radical and mainstream paradigms such as twentieth-

century theories of imperialism, modernization, and dependency; and the rise of

economic neoliberalism. Anthropology absorbed the seismic changes of the new
free-market regime partly by culturalizing and dehistoricizing globalization, and by

downplaying its political-economic and legal dimensions.

7 DISPLACEMENT

Elizabeth Colson

The political implications of the massive population displacements characteristic of
the current world are a challenge to those concerned with how people engage with

one another in political action. Political anthropologists who study displacement deal

with questions of identity, processes of estrangement and stigmatization, definitions
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of boundaries and citizenship, the strategic resources of diasporas, and how all of this

impacts upon evolving definitions of an international political order.

8 FEMINISM

Malathi de Alwis

This chapter revisits the Strathernian formulation of an awkward relationship between
anthropology and feminism. It explores the category of the ‘‘political’’ through an

ethnography of a Sinhalese women’s protest movement, but seen from the perspec-

tive of the anthropologist as feminist, who struggles with the contradictions inherent
in participant observation.

9 GENDER, RACE, AND CLASS

Micaela di Leonardo

Feminist scholarship on gender, class, and race politics has matured over the last

quarter-century. But globalizing neoliberal capitalism and the growth of purblind
idealist postmodern scholarship have conjoined to deflect attention from progressive

scholarly and popular analyses. An historical and ethnographic consideration of

‘‘home’’ in America illustrates the productiveness of a feminist ‘‘culture and political
economy’’ epistemic frame in political analysis.

10 GENETIC CITIZENSHIP

Deborah Heath, Rayna Rapp, and Karen-Sue Taussig

This chapter examines the dispersed power relations and cultural-technical alliances
that characterize the geneticization of contemporary science and social life. Illustrated

with examples from our multi-site fieldwork on genetic knowledge production,

our analysis draws on insights from science studies, feminist scholarship and queer
theory, disability studies, and ongoing discussions of emergent forms of citizenship.

Within a technically mediated public sphere, identities and alliances are transformed,

calling into question the distinction between the subjects and objects of scientific
inquiry.

11 THE GLOBAL CITY

Saskia Sassen

The organizing theme of this chapter is that a focus on cities allows us to see a variety

of processes as part of globalization in a way that the typical focus on macrolevel
cross-border processes does not. What are often barely visible or recognizable loca-

lizations of the global assume presence in cities. The global city in particular enables

global corporate capital, by providing specialized capabilities and world-class supplies
of professional workers. But it also can function as a space of empowerment for

disadvantaged groups because it enables forms of politics and types of political actors

excluded from the formal national political system.
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12 GLOBALIZATION

Jonathan Friedman

This chapter focuses on the relation between class formation and the dynamics of

global process. It suggests that class is an extremely important parameter of analysis
that has been overlooked by most of the anthropological literature on globalization.

After arguing that class relations have a definite cultural content and are susceptible to

ethnographic scrutiny, the chapter locates class as a process in relation to larger global
processes, suggesting that class structure in European states represents something of a

‘‘structure of the long run.’’ The chapter continues with a comparative historical

analysis of the discourses of global elites, and argues that current multicultural/
hybrid discourses about globalization are a rerun of earlier elite discourses. This

implies that many of the contemporary assumptions concerning globalization are

socially positioned ideological products rather than examples of scientific analysis.

13 GOVERNING STATES

David Nugent

This chapter develops a critical commentary on Weberian and post-Weberian ap-

proaches to the state. Drawing on ethnographic material from the northern Peruvian

Andes, it shows the importance of distinguishing state (in the Weberian sense) from
governmentality (in the Foucauldian sense). Most scholars have treated the govern-

mental states of Western Europe as normative, and in the process have obscured the

broad range of forces that have sought to order national societies in relation to the
extraction of wealth and the accumulation of capital.

14 HEGEMONY

Gavin Smith

A term made important in social science and the humanities by Antonio Gramsci,

hegemony refers to the complex way in which power infuses the various levels of the
social world: social reproduction, social practices, and the constituting of the social

person. Beginning with an understanding of how the term emerges from the histor-

ical context and epistemology of Gramsci’s writings, the essay then explores the
possible usefulness and limitations of the term for current social and political analysis.

15 HUMAN RIGHTS

Richard Ashby Wilson

Cultural relativism in the Boasian tradition obstructed the anthropological study of
human rights in the years immediately after World War II, but the rise of Marxism and

opposition to the Vietnam war raised the profile of social justice issues in the

discipline. This focus became more explicitly rights-oriented in the 1990s with the
rise of globalization literature and global justice institutions such as the UN Inter-

national Criminal Courts. Anthropological studies during this time have enhanced

debates about globalization by emphasizing social agency, context, and history, and
the plurality of the global order.
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16 IDENTITY

Arturo Escobar

Identity has become a major topic in the battlefields of theory and of politics. When

connected to the study of social movements, identities can be shown to be central to
the contestation over meanings and practices of world-making. This chapter features

the novel ethnic identities of black groups in the Colombian Pacific rainforest region,

showing their contribution to alternative forms of understanding nature, develop-
ment, globalization, and modernity itself.

17 IMAGINING NATIONS

Akhil Gupta

This essay revisits theories of nationalism by focusing on questions of time and

temporality, in particular, the question of whether the ideas of time central to
Anderson’s influential work on nationalism may not be usefully rethought from the

perspective of Third World nationalism. Accordingly, notions of homogeneous,

empty time, the modularity of the nation form, the seriality of the contingent,
contested effort to forge a hegemonic nationalism, and the impact of late capitalism

on national sovereignty are questioned.

18 INFRAPOLITICS

Steven Gregory

This chapter examines the impact of neoliberal economic reforms associated with
‘‘globalization’’ on two communities on the southeast coast of the Dominican

Republic. It is argued that an ethnographic perspective is critical to understanding

how global processes are differentially materialized within the political and historical
context of specific nation-states.

19 ‘‘MAFIAS’’
Jane C. and Peter T. Schneider

Attempts to analyze ‘‘mafias’’ in general rely on a market model that pays scant
attention to differences among groups, or to their respective political and cultural

contexts. This approach makes it easy to imagine the coalescence of many organized

crime formations into a global criminal network – the underside of capitalist global-
ization. Anthropological analyses of organized crime point rather to significant

differences among criminal traditions, and to the importance of specific processes

through which mafiosi ‘‘condition’’ and ‘‘provision’’ their respective environments.

20 MILITARIZATION

Catherine Lutz

This chapter suggests a theoretical account of militarization and its relationship to

broader social changes, from the emergence of nation-states to the course of raciali-

zation and other inequalities to the convergence of interests in military spending. It
gives a terse account of the twentieth-century history of the militarization process and
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of the distinct modes of warfare that have developed over that time, and suggests how

we can connect these global and national histories with specific ethnographically

understood places and people.

21 NEOLIBERALISM

John Gledhill

Starting from debates about whether neoliberalism as originally understood is now

behind us, this analysis demonstrates that the neoliberal model of a market society is

far more radical than that of classical liberalism and continues to play an important
role in shaping the logic of political processes. The chapter concludes with examples

of contemporary challenges to this ‘‘deep neoliberalization.’’

22 POPULAR JUSTICE

Robert Gordon

Increasing disorder in many parts of the world has led to the rise of vigilantism, a
phenomenon that raises questions about academic and popular conceptualizations of

the state and law. Vigilantism is non-state-sponsored activity that mimics formal

judicial processes. Focusing on vigilantism in South Africa, this chapter emphasizes
the public spectacularity of its punishments and argues that vigilantes are double

agents of law and order: In seeking to create it they undermine it.

23 POSTCOLONIALISM

K. Sivaramakrishnan

This chapter develops a commentary on the postcolonial condition in India

through an analysis of representations of wildness, nature, and civility, and the

practices of nature conservation. It also suggests new directions for postcolonial
theory grounded in a political anthropology that simultaneously examines

questions of interest and identity. It recommends multi-scale analyses of situations

like the politics of nature conservation, where colonial oppositions between the wild
and the civilized are reinvented in contemporary struggles over recognition and

resources.

24 POWER TOPOGRAPHIES

James Ferguson

‘‘Nation-building’’ and ‘‘state and society’’ approaches to African politics, while
apparently opposed, in fact operate with an identical ‘‘topography of power’’ that

imagines the national and the local as distinct ‘‘levels,’’ one ‘‘above’’ and the

other ‘‘below.’’ By questioning this topography, and exploring the role of trans-
national institutions and processes in constituting and empowering both the

national (‘‘state’’) and the local (‘‘civil society’’), it is possible to obtain a different

perspective on a range of theoretical and practical issues in the politics of contempo-
rary Africa.
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25 RACE TECHNOLOGIES

Thomas Biolsi

This chapter disaggregates ‘‘Race’’ into the dispersed and strategic practices that

produce racial identity and alterity in local settings. Drawing on the examples of
White, Black, and Indian race-lines in the United States, four technologies of race are

described: Making differentiating statements about the racial self and others, tech-

niques of racial classifying, practices of racial mixing, and regimes of racial spacing,
which together produce the apparently stable ‘‘races’’ we live both within and against.

26 SOVEREIGNTY

Caroline Humphrey

Most theories of sovereignty operate at the level of states and nations. This chapter

interrogates these theories by investigating the everyday foundations of sovereign
rule in a post-Soviet, Siberian city. The emphasis is on how spontaneous and ad hoc –

almost molecular – accretions form into new structures of power, which can be

recognized as ‘‘sovereign.’’ An ethnography of a non-legal, ‘‘Mafia’’-run urban
domain is used to explore the relation between everyday and state sovereignty.

27 TRANSNATIONAL CIVIL SOCIETY

June Nash

Indigenous peoples throughout the Western hemisphere are seeking a new relation-

ship with the nations within which they are encompassed. They are calling for full
participation in civil society as autonomous subjects. This expansion of civil society is

the culmination of earlier challenges to the seventeenth-century vision of a citizens’

monitoring body by women and pluriethnic constituents. Indigenous struggles for
autonomy thus extend the libertarian values that animated civil society of the eight-

eenth century to embrace collectivist principles derived from distinct traditions that

reject the patriarchal premises of modern nations.

28 TRANSNATIONALITY

Nina Glick Schiller

Past scholarship that normalized and naturalized the nation-state hindered the emer-

gence of transnational studies and distorted the study of migration. Stimulated by
contemporary globalization, a transnational perspective on migration has emerged.

The new perspective highlights the significance of transnational social fields, differen-

tiating between ways of being and ways of becoming. However, the emergence of
transnational studies may impede analysis of new global concentrations of imperial

power.
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Preface

In the course of completing this book we have accumulated many debts, personal and

professional. It is impossible to thank everyone who has helped us, but certain people

stand out. First and foremost, we would like to thank our contributors, whose
stunningly original and insightful scholarship fills these pages. We have learned a

great deal from them, and trust that readers will enjoy and benefit from their work as

much as we have.
We would also like to express our gratitude to Blackwell’s Jane Huber – the most

human of editors. It was she who solicited the volume as a Companion to Blackwell’s

Reader in the Anthropology of Politics: Theory, Ethnography, and Critique, which
appeared in November 2002. Jane’s warmth, care, and inspiration have been indis-

pensable throughout the long months we have worked on this project, and we will

miss her humor and grace. May all authors be so fortunate as to have an editor as
concerned and understanding as she. We also thank Jane’s assistant editors, Sarah

Coleman and Annie Lenth, for their contribution to the volume’s final appearance.

Finally, we would like to thank family and friends, whose support and encourage-
ment have been essential to the completion of this book.

The editors would like to dedicate this volume to Elizabeth Colson, in gratitude

for her incomparable scholarship and a career of critical engagement with ‘‘things
political.’’

David Nugent

Waterville, Maine

Joan Vincent

New York
21 June 2003
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Introduction

Joan Vincent

Certain attributes of anthropology make its research into politics an exhilarating if, at

times, a dangerous project. Anthropology has its beginnings not, as many suppose, in
European colonialism but in the observation and study of the problematic nature of

political relations among marginalized populations in the home territory: in the

United States, among Native Americans; in Britain along the Celtic fringe of Scotland
and Ireland; in continental Europe among the ‘‘folk’’ or ‘‘peasant’’ peoples; and in

Asia among minorities, some ‘‘enclaved,’’ some religious converts. All had in

common rapid, even cataclysmic, change. For some this accompanied conquest or
territorial expansion and the uprooting that modernity demanded. For some it meant

isolation, assimilation, or under-development. Characteristic of all such peoples

among whom anthropologists worked was change in place, change of fortunes,
change in their human condition. These are the worldwide conditions that shaped

anthropology in its beginnings and continue to do so today.

The anthropology of politics has certain specific characteristics that distinguish it
from other disciplines in the social sciences and humanities that study the political

realm. First and fundamentally, it is grounded in its practitioners’ field research and

analyses and syntheses derived from the fieldwork of others. Equally important to the
anthropology of politics (as, perhaps, this Companion documents too profusely) is

reading. Anthropologists read in the vernacular language of their respondents and in
the language of their discipline. They read the ethnographies and analyses of other

anthropologists utilizing iconic comparative frameworks that contribute to, but do

not delimit, their own findings – or, better – constructions. And they read politics as
written by political scientists and historians, sociologists and literary critics, philoso-

phers, theologians, and medical scientists that project concerns and concepts that

cross disciplines and languages. Our Companion readers will find all these practition-
ers within its pages – and veterinarians, police officers, and protesters besides.

And, as anthropologists read, so, surely, do they write. For this dimension of their

craft they have retained the somewhat old-fashioned (and not always apt) term
‘‘ethnography’’ (ethnos, Greek for nation, used in Aristotle’s sense as ‘‘public,’’ as



in ‘‘public domain’’ or ‘‘public health’’). It is because anthropology’s sense of self is

rooted in ethnography that, in this Companion, not simply reading but field experi-

ence – formative of what is perceived as awareness and knowledge for transmission to
others – figures large in some of the chapters that follow. This is not an anecdotal

ploy, a colorful interlude in the exegesis; it is a device to empower the reader. God –

or the Devil – is in the detail. Ethnography is the anthropologists’ pride and joy, the
discipline’s life-blood on which all else in their craft depends. It empowers the reader

and it empowers the critic. It is detailed but principled. It permits the comparisons

and contrasts – some, perhaps, unexpected – that move the discipline along to engage
with changed forms of political activity, new ideologies. It expands anthropology’s

horizons. As Richard Fardon has observed, ‘‘Anthropologists are at their best when

spotting what other commentators have missed, underplayed, or simply not been
willing to do. They go where other researchers do not go, and for longer.’’ And, as this
quotation indicates, they are au courant. That remark (with emphasis added)

appeared in the Times Literary Supplement on 9 May 2003!
In the most abstract terms, the political anthropologist’s goal is to understand,

interpret, and transmit the ideologies and circumstances of political structure, polit-

ical organization, and political action. These relate to each other as choreography
does to dance, and as dance does to performance. They may address issues of

temporality in discerning political systems and political processes. And, having read

across these parallel tracks in the study of politics, placing a new light or providing a
new insight, here or there, the palimpsest of ‘‘deep politics’’ is enriched and the

nature of universal human politics made less obscure.

There is nothing quite like this in primarily Western-oriented textbooks and
training manuals in political science, political sociology, or political philosophy.

Political anthropology’s depth of field research underpins its critiques of stereotypes

and misinterpretations of political systems of oppressed and abused populations
from the Colonial to the Cold War era and, alas, today – in the twenty-first millen-

nium’s newly flaunted Age of Empire. But anthropology’s contribution to political

knowledge is necessarily dyadic: the power-full, as well as the power-less, Western
corporate capitalist as well as subaltern Third Worlders are integral parts of the

fieldwork milieu, although the one may be more spectral, the other more embodied.
For anthropologists, irrespective of where they are working in the world, in

Silicon Valley or South African township, in post Cold War Russia or postcolonial

Dominican Republic, a particularly valued contribution lies in discerning and laying
bare the politics below the surface realities they seek to understand – in a word,

infrapolitics.

THE COMPANION

The readers’ Companion is rich fare. In the pages that follow, you will find that the

anthropology of politics is, like anthropology itself, always in crisis. It is poised on

thresholds or cusps: postcolonialism; after socialism. Some chapters address what are
increasingly seen as global crises: AIDS, refugees, displaced persons, the disappeared,

the spread of corporate capitalism, lack of access to neoliberal (purportedly) ‘‘free’’

trade, environmental ‘‘disasters.’’ They contribute knowledge of what really happens
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