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“Jason’s first Pocket Guide left me shaking my head with a

grin and a healthy appetite for more.This new book

exceeded my expectations. Reading it is like staying up late

with that old friend from seminary. He just won’t shut up,

and you’re not about to ask him to, ’cause you’re loving

every second of it.”

—ANDREW OSENGA, singer/songwriter with Caedmon’s

Call

 

 

“A true sign of brilliance is the ability to explain the complex

and convoluted simply. Jason Boyett has done that in Pocket

Guide to the Bible. His clever and conversational style

makes it an enjoyable as well as intruging read.”

—RUSSELL RATHBUN, author of Post-Rapture Radio





Copyright © 2006 by John Wiley & Sons, Inc. All rights reserved. Previously

published by Published by RELEVANT Books, a division of RELEVANT Media

Group, Inc.

 
Published by Jossey-Bass 

A Wiley Imprint 

989 Market Street, San Francisco, CA 94103-1741—www.josseybass.com

 
No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or

transmitted in any form or by any

means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, scanning, or otherwise,

except as permitted under

Section 107 or 108 of the 1976 United States Copyright Act, without either the

prior written permission of

the publisher, or authorization through payment of the appropriate per-copy fee

to the Copyright Clearance

Center, Inc., 222 Rosewood Drive, Danvers, MA 01923, 978-750-8400, fax 978-

646-8600, or on the Web

at www.copyright.com. Requests to the publisher for permission should be

addressed to the Permissions

Department, John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 111 River Street, Hoboken, NJ 07030, 201-

748-6011, fax 201-748-6008,

or online at www.wiley.com/go/permissions.

 
Readers should be aware that Internet Web sites offered as citations and/or

sources for further information may

have changed or disappeared between the time this was written and when it is

read.

 
Limit of Liability/Disclaimer of Warranty: While the publisher and author have

used their best efforts in preparing

this book, they make no representations or warranties with respect to the

accuracy or completeness of the

contents of this book and specifically disclaim any implied warranties of

merchantability or fitness for a particular

purpose. No warranty may be created or extended by sales representatives or

written sales materials.The advice

and strategies contained herein may not be suitable for your situation.You

should consult with a professional

where appropriate. Neither the publisher nor author shall be liable for any loss of

profit or any other commercial

damages, including but not limited to special, incidental, consequential, or other

damages.

 

http://www.josseybass.com/
http://www.copyright.com/
http://www.wiley.com/go/permissions


Jossey-Bass books and products are available through most bookstores.To

contact Jossey-Bass directly call

our Customer Care Department within the U.S. at 800-956-7739, outside the

U.S. at 317-572-3986,

or fax 317-572-4002.

 
Credits appear on p. 196

 
Jossey-Bass also publishes its books in a variety of electronic formats. Some

content that appears in print may not be available in electronic books.

 
Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

 
Boyett, Jason.

Pocket guide to the Bible : a little book about the Big Book / Jason Boyett. p. cm.

Originally published: Orlando, Fla. : Relevant Books, c2006.

Includes bibliographical references.

eISBN : 978-0-470-49880-4

1. Bible—Handbooks, manuals, etc. I.Title.

BS417.B695 2009

220.6’1—dc22 2009017250

 
PB Printing







INTRODUCTION

In the beginning was the Word. At least, that’s what some

people call it. Others know it as the Good Book, the Holy

Scriptures, or the Law and the Prophets. But to most of us?

It’s the Bible.

The thing came together a couple millennia ago and

covers a few thousand years of human history. Readers of

the Bible occasionally dispute its authorship. Some people

think the book was written by God himself, whispering in the

ears of a few dozen holy scribes way back in the Middle

East. Others think those who wrote it were decent guys,

perhaps more attuned to God than most, who got the

Creator’s point across despite subjecting the text to their

own personal whims and limitations and primitive

perspectives. And some people think the authors were all

just a bunch of delusional wack-jobs out to justify their own

misguided beliefs.

Something like 168,000 new Bibles are sold,

given away, or otherwise distributed every day.

But don’t let the controversy keep you from enjoying the

Bible, because there’s good stuff in there. Just about

everyone can find something of benefit.

Steadfast believers love the Bible, even though right in

the middle of it—in Psalms, which a lot of people cite as

among their favorite books of the Bible—the authors

repeatedly call into question God’s faithfulness. And his

presence. Even his existence.1 Nonbelievers and skeptics

enjoy the Bible too because this collection of ancient

documents packs a variety of literary styles, influential

language, and beloved stories about human nature—



beneficial material, whether or not they think any of it’s

true.

“I believe the Bible is the best gift God has ever given to

man. All the good from the Savior of the world is communicated

to us through this book.”

—Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865)

Uptight moralists adore the Bible despite its explicit

references to sex and immorality. Cautious mommies and

daddies read this book to their kids, even though parts of it

detail some of the most horrific violence in human history.

Politicians and judges swear on it, even though they

occasionally object to it being displayed in public.

It’s a book that has inspired, at various times, the

decisions of great leaders of mankind and the obsessions of

serial killers. Abolitionists used it to justify their actions. So

did slaveholders. It drove Martin Luther King Jr. to push for

civil rights while fueling the lynch mobs who opposed him. It

has convinced presidents to go to war. It has convinced

presidents to embrace peace.

The Bible has motivated its readers to tend the sick, feed

the poor, shelter the homeless, educate the uneducated,

and fight for the oppressed. It also motivated the Crusades.

And the Inquisition. And apartheid.

It gives us joyful holidays like Christmas and Easter. It

gives us doomsday prophets and end-of-the-world

predictions.

It’s stuffed with passages commanding believers to love

one another and live in Spirit-led unity.These passages are



read by Roman Catholics, Greek Orthodox, Russian

Orthodox, Southern Baptists, National Baptists, ELCA

Lutherans, Missouri Synod Lutherans, Methodists,

Episcopalians, African Methodist Episcopalians,

Presbyterians, Charismatics, Pentecostals, Assemblies of

God, Nazarenes, Quakers, Churches of Christ, Disciples of

Christ, Churches of God in Christ, Bible churches, and a

steaming stew of nondenominational congregations.

Jews dig the Bible. At least the first part, which they call

the Torah and which Christians call the Old Testament. But

Jewish readers aren’t so interested in the New Testament, on

account of all the Jesus stuff.

Christians dig it, too.They’re all about the New Testament,

but tend to forget about most of the Old Testament, except

for the first few chapters of Genesis and a handful of

childhood Sunday school stories.

Yes, the Bible is an interesting book.Which is why nine out

of ten American households own at least one copy,

according to a 2005 update from the Barna Research Group.

It’s why six out of ten Americans confess to reading the

Bible every once in a while, according to a 2000 Gallup

poll.Yet most of us Bible readers don’t know Ezra from

Esther or Zephaniah from Zechariah. Few of us can list all

four Gospels or recite half of the Ten Commandments. A

majority of us can’t even identify who delivered the Sermon

on the Mount.2

That’s why you need this book—a handy, easy-to-read,

occasionally amusing guide to the Bible and its characters,

events, translations, and history. Why? Because the Bible is

the all-time best-selling book, one that most people own but

apparently don’t read, that lots of people read but

apparently don’t understand, and that people allegedly

understand but in a way that makes them jerks.



Let’s see what the Pocket Guide can do about that.

The Gideons International distributes more than

one million free Bibles every week. Which

means people are stealing them from hotel

rooms, and the Gideons are cool with that.






