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The ‘Communicating European Research 2005 (CER 2005) conference took place
on 14 and 15 November 2005 in Brussels. It was organised by the European
Commission (Directorate-General for Research) with the aim of providing partici-
pants in European Union’s funded research projects with information on good prac-
tices and professional services in science and technology communication.

The conference was attended by over 2 100 participants, including project
co-ordinators, journalists and other communication professionals, as well as press
officers and representatives from research organisations.

The event focused on the manifold aspects of science communication and provided a
forum and meeting place for scientists, communication professionals and journalists.
Through plenary and parallel sessions, a huge exhibition and press briefings, partici-
pants promoted mutual understanding of their respective roles, shared best practice and
defined strategies to improve communication, outreach and dissemination of research
results to the public and the press at a European level.

The present book includes summaries of sessions that took place during the
conference. The various articles cover the main aspects of science and technology com-
munication today. They address interesting and topical issues and questions such as:

* Is science journalism necessary at all?

+ Should communication be one of the basic skills of scientists, such as thinking,
testing and experimenting?

» Should scientific literacy be a, if not the, first target of the school science
curriculum?

* Do we need science critics?
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* Does the coverage of science in the media reflect the choice of the editors or the
public’s interest?

* How does one promote science on local, commercial or entertainment radio?

* Why would we need standards in science communication?

» How does one remove the obstacles which impair communication among researchers
and between researchers.

The different chapters in this book cast light on these issues and many others related

to science communication today, and some of them provide original insight, in

particular on the relationships between scientists and journalists, on Internet com-

munication, etc. Several articles recall the fact that science communication is an

integral component of the production fabric of scientific knowledge: communica-

tion of science cannot be isolated from communication in science (see, for example,

Roland and Roffi et al). Other articles touch upon the media and supports of

science communication, and show in particular that radio is effective in putting a

local issue in a global context.

In parallel to the sessions, over 200 journalists attended the media briefings where lat-
est research results and current scientific activities were presented. In the exhibition hall,
250 stands featured selected research initiatives, as well as the communication strategies
of research organisations. In addition, dissemination networks, media associations, rele-
vant publications and editorials, together with companies and service providers in the
field of information and communication, presented their products and services.

CER 2005 highlights the fact that communicating research is a European Commis-
sion priority in the framework of its research programmes. The Commission wishes to
draw the attention of participants in the European Union’s funded projects to the fact
that they can no longer ignore the ‘public communication’ dimension of their activity.

According to a survey published in June 2006 by The Royal Society, 70% of UK
scientists believe that “Funders of scientific research should help scientists to
communicate with the non-specialist public” and 46% of them do not “feel well
equipped to engage with the non-specialist public”’.

Dissemination of results is a contractual obligation for participants in research
initiatives supported under the European Union’s Sixth Framework Programme
2002-2006. The specific aim of this provision is to promote knowledge sharing,
greater public awareness, transparency and education. Communication is key in a
knowledge-based society.

The European Commission’s Directorate-General for Research is heavily
involved in communicating the results of European Union’s funded research to the
media and also to the general public. Support and help are provided to assist project
coordinators and team leaders to generate an effective flow of information and
publicity about the objectives and results of their work, the contributions made to

! The Royal Society, Science communication Survey of factors affecting science communication by
scientists and engineers, June 2006. http//www.royalsoc.ac.uk/downloaddoc.asp?id=3074



Why communicating European research? 3

European knowledge and scientific excellence, the value of collaboration on a
Europe-wide scale, and the benefits to European Union’s citizens in general.

Together with guidelines and information publicly available, the CER 2005 con-
ference was one of the activities undertaken by the Commission to help researchers
design and implement their CER activities.

By encouraging participants in European Union’s funded projects to develop
‘public communication’ activities, the European Commission highlights the fact that
they are also in an excellent position to improve the image of science and technology
among a broad public.



