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Preface

This book was originally conceived as a series of chapters written by Colin Campbell
and Jean Laherrere themselves. But because of the difficulty in writing an entire
volume for two men in their late 70s or early 80s, particularly given their still very
busy schedules, it became a book about the immense contributions of Campbell and
Laherrére—using their own words as much as possible. Carlos Ramirez-Pascualli
took on the job of finding and melding their original words into a series of chapters.
He undertook this project because, as a Ph.D. student in economics and the environ-
ment with a focus on petroleum, he believed this would be the best way to under-
stand the longstanding debate between so-called “peakists and optimists,” an issue
that is crucial for his research. Charles Hall took on the job of polishing Carlos’ usu-
ally excellent English, as well as helping in the overall structure of the book. Unless
otherwise specified, the final words are, to the best of our knowledge, derived espe-
cially from Campbell, with many graphs and plots in Laherrere’s preferred way to
communicate scientific information.

A bibliography is provided at the end of each chapter. Whenever it was necessary
to update or add more information with the text of Campbell and Laherrere, we
include in-text citations which are associated with the list of “References” for each
chapter. At the risk of being repetitive, we specified the units of measurement almost
every time we cite figures, preferring to be repetitive than inaccurate. Colin Campbell
and Jean Laherreére have approved the final version, but any omissions or misrepre-
sentations are the sole responsibility of the authors of this volume.
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