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Preface

Alzheimer’s disease (AD) and related dementias are common conditions 
and are often diagnosed and treated by primary care providers, yet few 
have training in state-of-the-art dementia care. Families expect the 
health care provider to notice when a person loses capacity, diagnose 
the illness, and manage it both pharmacologically and nonpharmaco-
logically for the remainder of the person’s life. It is hoped that this guide 
will help prepare providers for the complex situations that occur during 
the diagnoses and management of this terminal disease throughout the 
disease trajectory to better support the patient, family, and caregivers.
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