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FOREWORD

This is an important, original set of papers addressing a selection of significant 
issues, conceptions, policies, intentions and experiences, relating to cross-cultural 
research approaches to disability studies and inclusion.

Editing a collection of papers is a challenging, complex and time-consuming 
task. Deciding on the themes of the book, providing significant, critical, constructive 
feedback to the authors, is an essential responsibility of such editorial work. Keeping 
authors involved in the project, getting deadlines met, making decisions relating to 
the order of the papers, are also examples of their tasks. Good editing can enhance 
the overall quality of a book. 

This is the first time these two colleagues have worked together as editors of 
a book. They have taken on their responsibilities in an enthusiastic and serious 
manner. Each paper has benefitted from their perceptive, detailed comments and 
support. The overall quality of the book is partly a reflection of the painstaking 
efforts of their work.

The contributors have provided a refreshingly open, honest, self-critical approach 
covering a range of features relating to their doctoral research experiences. Their 
accounts evidence a serious, passionate, sustained commitment to the struggles 
involved in attempting to increase their knowledge and understanding of what it 
means to be a researcher in a specific context, investigating chosen topics. Research 
is viewed as a complex learning process, which involves exciting, developmental 
aspects of engagements and outcomes as well as those elements of uncertainty, 
doubt and frustration. Hence, there is an element of messiness to this whole process.

In various ways, the contributors view research practice as a continual process of 
learning and re-learning. Taken-for-granted assumptions, conceptions and practices, 
are increasingly subject to critical examination. Change is foregrounded in the pursuit 
of providing more enabling, liberating, research intentions, relations and outcomes. 

Overall, a range of important factors are identified and discussed in relation 
to the complex challenges that the authors encountered throughout their 
research endeavours, including: establishing an acceptable focus of the research; 
constructing the research questions; choosing and engaging with specific methods 
and methodological concerns; developing an heightened awareness of issues 
relating to the positionality of the researcher; working through the complex and 
contentious issues relating to conceptual clarity and theoretical frameworks; social 
model thinking and its implications for research; learning to think, read and write 
critically; making sense of the findings; various ethical concerns; relationships with 
participants and the position and role of the supervisor. The overall impact of these 
carefully focused and analysed accounts, vividly confirms the quality and degree of 
the time, emotional and intellectual labour that has been involved on the part of the 
authors.
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This collection of papers provides a rich source of perceptive, thoughtful, 
thought-provoking ideas, insights, challenging questions and relevant literature. 
The editors hope that this volume will inspire and encourage readers to pursue high 
quality research. I welcome the publication of this volume and believe it should be 
widely read and seriously discussed, especially by students and supervisors engaged 
in inclusive education and disability studies, for whom it should be essential reading. 

Professor Emeritus Len Barton
Institute of Education
University of London 



xiii

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

We are indebted to those who provided valuable guidance and support (whether as a 
supervisor, mentor or friend) in our early steps of researching disability. As detailed 
in our chapters we are appreciative of those academics, researchers and activists who 
introduced groundbreaking debates about doing disability research, which impacted 
on our way of thinking about our own research. 

The idea of forming a network of early career researchers resulted from the 
encouragement of Professor Len Barton, and enabled a sharing of views about 
our experiences of the research process. It was at the suggestion of Len that we 
decided to develop these ideas and to put together a collection of our papers. We are 
grateful to Len for his advice and support, and his ongoing encouragement and 
commitment to our work.

We would like to thank Professor Roger Slee and his editorial board for including 
our volume as part of the series Studies in Inclusive Education.





S. Symeonidou and K. Beauchamp-Pryor (Eds.), Purpose, Process and 
Future Direction of Disability Research, 1–6.
© 2013 Sense Publishers. All rights reserved.

KAREN BEAUCHAMP-PRYOR & SIMONI SYMEONIDOU

1. INTRODUCTION

The content of this volume stems from the experiences of a network of early career 
researchers with an interest in researching disability. Each of us had recently 
completed doctoral research and following the encouragement of Professor 
Len Barton, we formed an international network to share our experiences about 
researching disability and to contemplate on the purpose, process and future direction 
of disability research.

Following the initial exchange of details about our doctoral studies it was evident 
that whilst our approaches differed and our experiences were varied in researching 
disability across countries and contexts, we were unified by an underpinning desire 
to explore ideas about researching disability. We were further unified by being a 
network of female researchers, although the significance of gender on our research 
varied. As a network of newly qualified researchers we had much to offer, and to say, 
about our experiences of researching disability. 

We present an open and honest reflection on our experiences as postgraduate 
students, with each of us considering the factors that influenced the direction of 
our research and the decisions we reached. We sought to identify our interests, 
motives and values which underpinned our work and to question whether our beliefs 
were subsequently substantiated, validated, challenged or changed. Our decisions 
were driven by a range and combination of personal experience of impairment 
and disability, and professional experience of working with disabled people. The 
influence of personal and professional approaches within our research is addressed, 
along with the dilemmas that this might have caused. As newcomers to the research 
process we discuss our apprehensions about embarking on doctoral research, together 
with the anxieties experienced along the way, and importantly the motivation that 
drove us to complete our projects. 

Whilst our research focus varied, the purpose of our research was united in 
furthering debate and understanding about power relationships and the inequality 
and marginalization experienced by disabled people. Discussion reflects on barriers 
of power within politics, policy and practice, and the struggle by disabled people 
in challenging their exclusion. Therefore, many of the chapters discuss the lack of 
voice experienced by disabled people and the research purpose being one of enabling 
unheard voices to be heard in the struggle to inform legislation, policy and practice. 

We reflect on theoretical discussions within disability studies and inclusive 
education research and examine the way in which debates about the meaning of 


