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  Pref ace   

 In September 2000, the United Nations met to deliberate on its pivotal role as the 
world propels into the twenty-fi rst century. The major outcome of this UN Summit 
was the ratifi cation of the UN Millennium Declaration which reiterated the obser-
vance of the International Human Rights and Humanitarian law according to the 
principles of the UN Charter as well as the Treaties of Sustainable Development. 
Following this Declaration, the UN came up with eight millennium development 
goals (MDGs) set out as targets which the international community must commit to 
achieving by 2015. Endorsed by 198 United Nations Member States and over 20 
international organizations including the World Bank, World Health Organization, 
and International Monetary Fund, the MDGs were outlined to address the following 
eight goals: extreme poverty and hunger; universal primary education; gender 
equality and empowering women; child mortality; maternal health; HIV/AIDS, 
malaria, and other diseases; environmental sustainability; and global partnership for 
development. 

 Since their inception in 2000, the MDGs have attracted numerous debates and 
controversies. This volume is an important contribution to the debates. It refl ects 
the trend in the fi eld—a growing concern regarding MDGs as achievement targets 
and the various ways they are being evaluated, in particular (Easterly 2007). Over 
the past decade, debates on MDGs have rested both on what has been achieved as 
well as on the slow progress of reaching the targets (Birdsall et al. 2005; Lawn 
2010). Some scholars question the viability of the MDGs as achievement targets 
and consider them incongruous with the realities of life, especially in the develop-
ing world (Clemens et al. 2006). Others see them as a “faulty yardstick for judging 
whether country- or region-specifi c performances are on track” (Vandemoortele 
2009, 356). 

 This volume focuses mostly on the manner of the centrality of Africa’s develop-
ment in the broader analyses of the MGDs’ success. There is an increasing concern 
about Africa, the poorest continent, which has a sizeable population whose future 
appears to hold, as of the present, little chance of improving. Africa, for instance, 
represents 11% of the world’s population but is responsible for “more than half of 
all maternal and child deaths, two thirds of the global AIDS burden, and 90% of 
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deaths from malaria” (Lawn 2010, 566). Access to Universal Primary Education 
(UPE), the pace of the HIV/AIDS spread, and response to violence against women 
have not met expected targets (UN 2011). With the approach of 2015, these chal-
lenges increasingly provoke public and scholarly discussions. 

 This volume is yet another contribution to the debate—but a unique one in many 
respects. The parties involved as well as the nature of the debate not only introduces 
new knowledge but also invites responses from readers. This volume is the result of 
a critical, in-depth deliberation among a group of interested parties whose scholar-
ship not only intersects with the challenges embraced by the MDGs but also fore-
grounds their future as stakeholders. On January 30, 2014, close to a hundred 
participants arrived at the University of Alberta main campus to begin a 2-day ret-
rospective look at the MDGs with a special focus on the African continent. Among 
the attendees were seasoned academics from Canadian universities, NGO and civil 
society representatives, and emerging scholars from both the continent and its new 
diasporas. The development of a forum to deliberate on Africa’s future was the 
vision of the University of Alberta’s African Students’ Association. This vision was 
spearheaded notably by Nathan Andrews and supported by a diverse team of stu-
dents, alumni, and faculty members. While a number of scholars, including myself, 
bought into the initiative, it was these emerging scholars that worked tirelessly to 
bring the relevant stakeholders together, engaged funding agencies, and propelled 
the process into a highly successful conference. 

 The conference was planned to coincide with the University of Alberta’s 
International Week, an annual event which brings academia and the surrounding 
community into dialogue. It also attracts internationally renowned scholars and 
development practitioners at the cutting edge of their fi elds to the campus to share 
new knowledge and pressing issues of global importance. The conference revolved 
around the eight MDGs with critical questions raised about Democracy, Leadership 
and Governance, Gender Policies, Politics and Practices, Health Challenges, the 
Post-MDGs Era, Poverty Eradication, External Partnerships and Encountering 
Marginalized Populations, Climate Change, Food Security, and Environmental 
Sustainability. The contributions came from a wide range of disciplines including 
Political Science, History Sociology, International Relations, African Studies, 
Anthropology, and Women and Gender Studies. Their analyses provide a critical, 
retrospective look at the MDGs not simply as targets to be achieved but as a set of 
guidelines for tracking development priorities in a globalizing world. As many 
scholars remind us, “The MDGs are global goals which are a policy instrument used 
by the UN to draw attention to urgent but neglected global priorities” (Fukuda-Parr 
et al. 2013, 20). These scholars enjoin us to avoid holding on to them as clearly set 
out goals to be technically measured periodically. MDGs, they argue, should remain 
as “benchmarks in monitoring progress toward important objectives” as well as 
policy statements “to communicate an important normative objective based on 
shared value” (Ibid.). 

 These directions, in my view, were the “normative” tenets which guided our 
discussions at the conference. They also strongly resonate in this volume. The edi-
tors have worked hard to capture the scholarly discourse which engaged African and 
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Africanist graduate students; University of Alberta scholars; visiting experts, aca-
demics, and practitioners in various areas of development; and community repre-
sentatives. The volume is aimed at a wide audience including students, academics, 
and practitioners in the fi eld. It draws from a broad range of historical, contempo-
rary, and emerging discourses on African and global development. Its contributors 
were also mindful of intersectional cleavages such forums must invade and stressed 
the implications of gender, class, and race, making Africa’s postcolonial develop-
ment conditions in sociocultural, political, and economic contexts central. Both 
those involved in the discussion on the MDGs as well as those seeking to learn more 
about them will fi nd in this volume a comfortable level ground. It represents not 
only an important contribution to the MDG debates but also a strategic resource as 
we approach “the year of reckoning,” 2015. 

      Department of Women’s and Gender Studies     Phil     Okeke-Ihejirika   
 University of Alberta 
  Edmonton ,  Alberta ,  Canada        

   References 

 Birdsall, N., Levine, R., & Ibrahim, A. (2005). Towards universal primary education: Investments, 
incentives, and institutions.  European Journal of Education, 40 (3), 337–349. 

 Clemens, M., Kenny, C., & Moss, T. (2007). The trouble with the MDGs: Confronting UN United 
Nations. 2011.  Progress of the world’s women 2011–2012: In pursuit of justice .   http://progress.
unwomen.org/pdfs/EN-Report-Progress.pdf    . 

 Easterly, W. (2009). How the millennium development goals are unfair to Africa.  World 
Development, 37 (1), 26–35. 

 Fukuda-Parr, S., Greenstein, J., & Stewart, D. (2013). How should MDG success and failure be 
judged: Faster progress or achieving the targets?  World Development, 41 , 19–30. 

 Lawn, J. (2010). Are them Millennium Development Goals on target? Successes and shortfalls so 
far make 2010 a tipping point especially for maternal and neonatal survival.  British Medical 
Journal, 341 (7773), 566–567. 

 Vandemoortele, J. (2009). MDGs conundrum: Meeting the targets without missing the point. 
 Development Policy Review, 27 (4), 355–337. 

 UN Women. (2011). Progress of the world’s women: In pursuit of justice, 2011–2012.   http://www.
unrol.org/fi les/Progress%20of%20the%20Worlds%20Women%202011-2012.pdf       

Preface

http://progress.unwomen.org/pdfs/EN-Report-Progress.pdf
http://progress.unwomen.org/pdfs/EN-Report-Progress.pdf
http://www.unrol.org/files/Progress%20of%20the%20Worlds%20Women%202011-2012.pdf
http://www.unrol.org/files/Progress%20of%20the%20Worlds%20Women%202011-2012.pdf


                 



ix

      Contents 

   1      Introduction: Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 
in Retrospect in Africa ............................................................................  1   
    Nene   Ernest   Khalema    ,     Nathan   Andrews    , 
and     N’Dri   T.   Assié-Lumumba    

    2      Are We Able to Lift the Downtrodden? The MDGs 
and Orphans and Vulnerable Children in Ghana ................................  17   
    Patricia   Serwaa   Afrifa    

    3      Urbanization and Poverty in Kinshasa: Thinking 
Beyond 2015 Millennium Development Goals ......................................  31   
    Clement   Longondjo    

    4      Women’s Access to Land and Economic Empowerment 
in Selected Nigerian Communities ........................................................  45   
    Tayo   O.   George    ,     Felicia   O.   Olokoyo    ,     Evans   S.   Osabuohien    , 
    Uchenna   Efobi    , and     Ibukun   Beecroft    

    5      Trusting the Coalface: Public Trust in South African 
Local Government and the Millennium Development Goals ..............  63   
    Steven   Lawrence   Gordon    ,     Benjamin   J.   Roberts    , and     Jarè   Struwig    

    6      Millennium Development in Retrospect: Higher Education 
and the Gender Factor in Africa’s Development Beyond 2015 ...........  81   
    N’Dri   T.   Assié-Lumumba    

    7      Beyond Millennium Development Goals: Funding Quality 
Education Through Building Local Capacity: A Sample 
from Tanzania ..........................................................................................  99   
    Serena   Koissaba    

    8      African Gender Development Gap: Rethinking Strategies 
to Achieve MDGs .....................................................................................  111   
    Stephen   M.   Magu    



x

    9      Addressing Poverty and Hunger Through Gender Equality: 
A Case Study of Eritrea ..........................................................................  125   
    Yordanos   Tesfamariam    

    10      (Ad)dressing Sexual Reproductive Health Issues and Its 
Determinants in KwaZulu-Natal and Eastern Cape 
Provinces of South Africa: Evidence from a Situational 
Analysis of Millennium Development Goals Indicators ......................  139   
    Nene   Ernest   Khalema    ,     Catherine   Ndinda    , 
    Monde   Blessing   Makiwane    ,     Mohamed   Vawda    , 
    Lungelo   V.   Bhembe    ,     Nteboheleng   Mahapa    , 
and     Ndoda   Zondo    

    11      Culture, Traditions and Maternal Health: A Community 
Approach Towards Improved Maternal Health 
in the Northern Uganda Districts of Gulu, 
Moroto and Kotido ..................................................................................  159   
    Mary   Ssonko   Nabacwa    ,     Jeremy   Waiswa    ,     Martin   Kabanda    , 
    Olive   Sentumbwe    , and     Susan   Anibaya    

    12      Dimension of Childhood Development Within 
the Millennium Development Goals: The Role 
of Water-Related Characteristics in Reducing 
the Burden of Childhood Diseases in South Africa ..............................  179   
    Furzana   Timol    

    13      Civil Society Activism for the Prevention and Treatment 
of Non-communicable Diseases in South Africa: 
Implications for Policy and Practice .....................................................  191   
    Catherine   Ndinda    ,     Charles   Hongoro    ,     Desire   Chilwane    , 
and     Zitha   Mokomane    

    14      Developing Global Partnership for Development: 
Chinese Investments in Africa and Impacts 
on Sustainable Development ..................................................................  209   
    Daouda   Cissé    

    15      Strengthening Democratic Political Leadership 
and Governance for Africa’s Development 
Beyond 2015: The Case of Uganda ........................................................  229   
    Evelyn   Namakula   Mayanja    

    16      Aid Effectiveness and Development Policies 
in Botswana: A Successful Story ............................................................  247   
    Cristian   Talesco    

Contents



xi

    17      African Women’s Political Participation: Strategies 
for Positively Impacting Sustainable 
Socio-economic Development .................................................................  265   
    Stephen   M.   Magu    

    18      From Rhetoric to Reality: Bridging the Gap Between 
Aspiration for Democracy and Governance 
Performance in Nigeria and South Africa ............................................  281   
    Patrick   Oluwole   Ojo    

    19      Social Protection: An Alternative or Not for Africa’s 
Post-2015 Development Agenda Alternative? .......................................  295   
    Julie   Drolet    

    20      Conclusion: Africa Beyond 2015—MDG Prospects, 
Its Discontents, and Implications...........................................................  309   
    Nene   Ernest   Khalema    ,     Monde   Blessing   Makiwane    , 
and     Nathan   Andrews      

Contents



                 



xiii

  About the Authors 

     Patricia     Serwaa     Afrifa       is a part-time Lecturer in African Studies at the Valley 
View University and a Teaching Assistant at the Institute of African Studies, 
University of Ghana. She holds a Bachelor’s degree in Sociology and Linguistics 
and a Master of Philosophy degree in African Studies. She has research interests in 
child care, gender, and youth studies. Her MPhil thesis was titled “Emerging 
Fostering Practices in Ghana: A Micro-Study of Institutionalised Fosterage in the 
Tema Municipality.” She has also done a number of presentations with Prof. Olivia 
O. T. Frimpong Kwapong on the topic “Women’s participation in adult basic liter-
acy programme at the University of Ghana”—a paper presented during the Institute 
of African Studies’ International Conference on African Studies—and also on the 
topic Youth and Career Aspirations: Experiences from the University of Ghana. 
During the International Conference on African Studies themed “Revisiting the 
First International Congress of Africanists in a Globalised World,” she was very 
instrumental in the general management and organization in her capacity as a 
Planning Committee member and an Interim Secretary.    

      Nathan     Andrews       is a PhD candidate in Political Science (International Relations 
and Comparative Development) at the University of Alberta, Edmonton, where he 
recently fi nished his term as the President of the Graduate Students’ Association. He 
obtained his Bachelor of Arts (honors) from the University of Ghana and a Master 
of Arts from Brock University. Two prestigious doctoral scholarships—Vanier and 
Trudeau scholarships—as well as the President’s Doctoral Prize of Distinction sup-
port Nathan’s research. Nathan will take up a Banting Postdoctoral Fellowship at 
Queen’s University, Canada, in September 2015 with a focus on corporate social 
responsibility and community development in Ghana’s oil and gas sector. Some of 
his peer-reviewed publications have appeared in journals such as the  International 
Journal ,  Third World Quarterly ,  World Futures , and  Africa Today . He has convened 
two international conferences at the University of Alberta, one of which resulted in 
the coedited book  Africa Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow  (Cambridge Scholars 
Publishing, 2013).    



xiv

      N’Dri     T.     Assié-Lumumba       is a Professor of African, African Diaspora, and 
Comparative/International Education at Cornell University in the Africana Studies 
and Research Center. She is President-Elect/President (until 2016) of the 
Comparative and International Education Society (CIES). She is a fellow of the 
World Academy of Art and Science, Chercheur Associé at Université Félix 
Houphouët-Boigny in Abidjan (Côte d’Ivoire), and Research Affi liate at the Institute 
for Higher Education Law and Governance of the University of Houston, Houston 
(Texas). She is cofounder/Associate Director of CEPARRED (Centre Pan Africain 
d’Etudes et de Recherches en Relations Internationales et en Education pour le 
Développement). She has been a Visiting Professor at Hiroshima University in 
Japan and American University in Cairo (Egypt). She has served as Director of the 
graduate fi eld of Africana Studies and Director of the former Cornell’s Program on 
Gender and Global Change (GGC). Dr. Assié-Lumumba is a leading scholar and 
policy analyst with several published books, numerous articles in refereed journals 
and book chapters, and major reports, especially on higher education, gender, and 
equity. She has served as a senior advisor for numerous national and international 
projects.    

      Ibukun     Beecroft       is a doctoral student and an ardent researcher of economics at 
Covenant University, Nigeria. She holds a BSc in Economics from Covenant 
University and an MSc in Finance and Development from the University of London. 
She has worked with the Offi ce for National Statistics, London, UK. She has won 
various research and travel grants to conduct economic research, some of which 
include Free Trade Versus Protectionism in Africa: The Unending Contradiction, 
2012, funded by the Centre for Economic Policy Research, UK; UNU-WIDER 
Conference on L2C-Learning to Compete, 2013, Helsinki, Finland; and Russian 
Summer School on Institutional Analysis, 2014, among others. Her research paper 
also won the fi rst place in the FLACSO-WTO Chairs Award, 2012. She has served 
as a reviewer for the  Journal of Environment, Development and Sustainability . Her 
research interests include political economy, fi scal and international economics, and 
economic development.    

      Lungelo     V.     Bhembe       is currently pursuing a Master’s degree in Population Studies 
at the University of KwaZulu-Natal at the School of Built Environment and 
Development Studies. He is an Adolescent and Youth Sexual and Reproductive 
Health (SRH) professional with about ten years of experience in program design, 
implementation, monitoring, and evaluation as well as documentation and advo-
cacy. He has worked for the United Nations Fund for Population Activities (UNFPA) 
in Swaziland, where he provided technical assistance and advice to national 
Adolescent and Youth SRH partners, and the Swaziland Member Association (MA) 
of the International Planned Parenthood Federation (IPPF) and has also been 
attached to the IPPF Africa Regional Offi ce for a period of one year through an 
internship program where he worked with all MA of the IPPF in the African region 
on Adolescent and Youth SRH programs.    

About the Authors



xv

      Desire     Chilwane       has been involved in qualitative data collection and management 
for the National Research Foundation as an intern in the Population Health, Health 
Systems and Innovation Programme at the Human Sciences Research Council. She 
holds a Bachelor of Health Sciences (Human Science) from the University of the 
Witwatersrand. Her role in the study will be to assist the researchers with document 
collation and literature searches and in interview transcription.    

      Daouda     Cissé       is a research fellow at the China Institute, University of Alberta, 
Edmonton, Canada. He works on China’s domestic and overseas political economy 
in general, with a particular focus on China’s engagement in Africa. His research 
interests are China-Africa economic cooperation (trade and investments), Chinese 
multinational companies in Africa, Chinese investments and environmental issues, 
Sino-African trade and sustainable development, and Chinese traders in Africa/
African traders in China. Prior to joining the Centre for Chinese Studies, he com-
pleted a PhD in Economics at Zhongnan University of Economics and Law, Wuhan, 
China, in December 2010, and his doctoral thesis was on “The Infl uence of 
Globalization on Trade: The case of China about imports and exports with African 
countries.” He speaks French, English, Spanish, Mandarin, and several Senegalese 
local languages.    

      Julie     Drolet       is Associate Professor in the Faculty of Social Work at the University 
of Calgary’s Central and Northern Alberta Region in Edmonton. She is actively 
engaged in teaching, research, and service in the fi eld of international social work. 
She is a former UNFPA program offi cer in Africa and has been involved in social 
development projects in Malawi, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Egypt, and Nigeria. 
Her recent books include  Social Protection and Social Development: International 
Initiatives  (Springer) published in 2014 and  International Social Development: 
Social Work Experiences and Perspectives  (Fernwood Publishing) published in 
2012.    

      Uchenna     Efobi       is a PhD candidate and a Lecturer in the School of Business, 
Covenant University. He is a qualifi ed Chartered Accountant of the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants of Nigeria (ICAN). His research focus is on institutions and 
international economics. He has won some research awards and grants, which 
include Global Trade Alert and African Centre for Economic Transformation joint 
award for commissioned paper on Contemporary Protectionism (2012); fi rst place 
in the FLACSO-WTO Award, 2012 edition; and Grant for MSc Thesis Writing 
(from Covenant University) in 2008. He also holds the Brown International 
Advanced Research Institute scholarship to attend a two-week intensive research 
course at Brown University. He has publications in refereed journals and book chap-
ters. He has also served as a reviewer to the  Journal of Developing Areas .    

         Tayo     O.     George       currently teaches Sociology at both undergraduate and postgradu-
ate levels. She has attended several local and international conferences and has pub-
lications in notable journals in the areas of widowhood, education, religion, and 

About the Authors



xvi

women’s development. She has won several awards and grants locally and interna-
tionally. Her PhD research won the CODESRIA small grant for thesis writing in 
2009. Tayo is passionate about scholarly research and is result oriented. She has 
served in various capacities in sponsored research within and outside Nigeria. She 
was the Team Leader of the African Economic Research Consortium (AERC) 
Collaborative–funded research on “Towards Effective Service Delivery of Nigeria’s 
Primary Education: The Role of Non-State Actors” completed in 2010 and recently 
won a grant of US$ 5,000 for a research dissemination workshop.    

      Steven     Lawrence     Gordon       is a research intern at the Human Science Council of 
South Africa working in the Democracy and Governance and Service Delivery 
Research Program and is a member of the South African Social Attitudes Survey 
(SASAS) series. Mr. Gordon has a Master’s degree in Global Studies from the 
University of Freiburg and a Master’s degree in Population Studies from the 
University of KwaZulu-Natal. He has experience with regard to micro-econometric 
analysis using national attitudinal and household surveys. He is also currently pur-
suing a postgraduate doctorate degree at the School of Agricultural, Earth and 
Environmental Sciences at the University of KwaZulu-Natal. He is working with 
attitudinal data, using multivariate analysis, to better understand prejudice forma-
tion in South Africa.    

      Charles     Hongoro       is a Research Director in the Population Health, Health Systems 
and Innovation Programme. He holds a PhD in Health Economics and Policy from 
the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, University of London. He is 
therefore highly experienced in ensuring the scientifi c and intellectual rigor of a 
study from its design, implementation, report writing, and dissemination. He has 
also managed many large projects of high policy relevance. Before rejoining the 
HSRC in July 2013, he was Unit Director of the Health Systems Research Unit at 
the South African Medical Research Council. He previously worked as Research 
Director in the former Policy Analysis Unit at the HSRC in Pretoria; as a Program 
Director of health economics and systems at the Aurum Institute for Health Research 
in Johannesburg; as a Lecturer in Health Economics and Systems at the London 
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine; and as a senior medical research offi cer 
(health economist) in the Health Systems Research Unit at the National Institute of 
Health Research (formerly known as the Blair Research Institute) in Zimbabwe. He 
has been a Professor (research) at Tshwane University of Technology since 2008 
and serves on several technical or advisory committees locally and internationally. 
He has conducted several consultancies locally and internationally, largely focusing 
on monitoring and evaluation in the social sector. He has extensive experience in 
program evaluation and application of mixed methods. His publication record spans 
the authoring and coauthoring of several conference presentations, peer-reviewed 
journal articles, and book chapters.    

      Nene     Ernest     Khalema       is a senior research specialist at the Human Sciences 
Research Council (HSRC), a national research institute in South Africa. He holds a 

About the Authors



xvii

BA in Sociology/Psychology, a Graduate Diploma in International and Intercultural 
Studies, an MEd in Educational Policy Studies, and a PhD in Sociology specializing 
in Social Epidemiology/Medical Sociology from the University of Alberta in 
Canada. Before joining the HSRC, Dr. Khalema was a Professor of Social Work at 
the University of Calgary (Canada) and a Senior Lecturer at Grant McEwan 
University (Canada), Concordia University College of Alberta (Canada), and the 
Centre for Global and Social Analysis at Athabasca University (Canada). Dr. 
Khalema holds an Adjunct Professorship at the University of Alberta, School of 
Public Health, Center for Health Promotion Studies as well as research associate 
positions at the Center for Race and Culture, the Centre for Global Citizenship and 
Research, and recently the University of KwaZulu-Natal. He has worked as a 
community- based researcher, research analyst, and project manager for government- 
initiated projects abroad as well as in South Africa in partnership with the govern-
ment, private industry, and the NGO sector. He is a recipient of the 2010 Center for 
Community Engaged Learning (University of Calgary) Teaching Innovation Award 
for Service Learning and Student Engagement; the 2011 John Humphrey Centre for 
Peace & Human Rights’ Individual Human Rights Award; and the 2012 Center for 
Race & Culture’s Antiracism Award just to name a few. Dr Khalema has led and 
coled numerous academic and community-based research projects in his areas of 
research interests, which include cultural, community, youth, media, and public 
health studies. Dr. Khalema has also led projects in African Diaspora studies; race, 
identity, racialization, and imaginations of difference; global migrations (with an 
emphasis on immigration policies, forced migration issues, violence as a result of 
migration, criminality, xenophobia, integration and settlement of refugees and asy-
lum seekers in health and education systems); transcultural/transnational social 
movements; and social epidemiology (including minority health demography and 
transcultural mental health). Dr. Khalema is currently book review editor for  Africa 
Media Review  and an assistant editor for the journal  Ardent Antiracism and 
Decolonization Review . Dr. Khalema also sits on the editorial boards of two high- 
impact international journals ( Pan African Medical Journal  and  Health Sociology 
Review ). Dr. Khalema is the coeditor of a recently published book entitled  Africa 
Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow: Exploring the Multidimensional Discourses on 
Development  (Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2013) and a coauthor of a forthcom-
ing book entitled  Gender Transformations in South Africa: Critical, Indigenous, 
and Decolonizing Discourses  (Adonis & Abbey, 2014). Dr. Khalema’s publication 
record spans authoring and coauthoring conference presentations, book chapters, 
technical research reports, and refereed journal articles. His journal articles were 
published in the  Journal of Social Work in Disability & Rehabilitation ;  Health 
Policy ;  Preventing Chronic Disease ;  Journal of Sustainable Development in Africa ; 
 International Journal of Migration, Health, and Social Care ; and the  Canadian 
Journal of Public Health .    

      Serena     Koissaba       is an independent researcher with more than 13 years of interna-
tional educational development fi eld experience. She is currently a member of the 

About the Authors



xviii

Learning Metrics Task Force (LMTF 2.0) working group convened by the Brookings 
Institute and UNESCO.    

      Clement     Longondjo       holds a Master’s degree in Development Planning from the 
University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, and he is currently completing his 
PhD studies at the same university. He has worked as a development planning and 
sustainability consultant both in South Africa and in the Congo DR. His research 
focuses on livelihood strategies, sustainability, and environmental issues.    

      Stephen     M.     Magu       graduated from Old Dominion University in Norfolk with a 
PhD in International Studies in December 2013. He is currently teaching at the 
Robertson School of Government at Regent University in Virginia Beach, Virginia. 
In the summer of 2015, he will teach the International Relations Honors Program at 
the Junior Statesmen of America at Stanford University in Stanford, CA. During his 
doctoral studies, he taught the Model United Nations class at Old Dominion 
University. Before coming to the USA in 2005, Stephen was an Assistant Lecturer 
at Kenya Polytechnic, where he taught German and International Diplomacy. 
Stephen also holds a Master of Social Work degree from Washington University in 
St. Louis and a Bachelor’s degree in Education (Arts) from Kenyatta University in 
Nairobi. He is fl uent in four languages and has written widely on topics of democ-
racy and international development as well as fi ction.    

      Nteboheleng     Mahapa       is a PhD student at the University of KwaZulu-Natal. He is 
a former Research Assistant with the Human Sciences Research Council’s (HSRC) 
Human and Social Development Unit and currently a research intern at MatCH 
(Maternal, Adolescent and Child Health), a division of Wits Health Consortium in 
South Africa. His research areas include gender studies in the African context (wid-
owhood, GLBTQ, masculinities, homophobia) as well as health studies. He has 
written on policing and sexual minority issues, substance use/abuse, and ethical 
research with sex workers.    

      Monde Blessing     Makiwane       is a chief research specialist in the Human and Social 
Development (HSD) Research Program of the HSRC. He holds an MA in Sociology 
from the University of KwaZulu-Natal and a PhD in Demography from the 
University of the Witwatersrand. His undergraduate studies were in Mathematical 
Statistics and Computer Science at the University of the Western Cape. Prior to join-
ing the HSRC in 2003, he worked for a computer service responsible for the analy-
sis of large data sets including census data at the Institute for Management and 
Development Studies. He has lectured undergraduate and graduate students at 
Walter Sisulu University. In addition, he has held two fellowships: one at Harvard 
University and another at the University of Pennsylvania. His areas of research 
interest include aging, fertility, teenage sexuality, and social security, and his publi-
cation record spans the authoring and coauthoring of a number of international and 
national conference presentations and a number of journal articles. Recently, he has 

About the Authors



xix

been involved with studies on the Status of the Youth in Gauteng and the South 
African Youth Report. His most recent work, published in the  Journal of Aging and 
Social Policy , investigated the role of older persons in Mpumalanga households.    

      Martin     Kabanda       holds an MBA from Università Cattolica Del Sacro Cuore, 
Milan, Italy, and a Bachelor of Commerce in Finance degree from Makerere 
University, Uganda. He is a Lecturer in both undergraduate and postgraduate pro-
grams in the Social Science Department at Uganda Christian University and in the 
Business and Management Department at International University of East Africa.    

      Evelyn     Namakula     Mayanja       is a doctoral student in Peace and Justice at the 
University of Manitoba. She has spent ten years teaching in high schools and uni-
versities in Uganda, Tanzania, and Australia. She has worked for peace and justice 
with the John Paul II Justice and Peace Centre in Uganda. She is a member of the 
Duke University Divinity School Centre for Reconciliation and the Great Lakes 
Region Initiative for training Christian leaders for healing and reconciliation in 
Africa. She has facilitated workshops and focus groups for political leaders and 
teachers in East Africa. She has worked for African refugees in Australia and Italy. 
Her research interests include political leadership and governance for sustainable 
peace, confl ict minerals, and sexual violence in Africa.    

      Mary     Ssonko     Nabacwa       is a Senior Lecturer of Development Studies at Uganda 
Christian University, Mukono. She is also a Research Associate of the Makerere 
Institute of Social Research. She holds a doctorate in Development Studies from the 
University of Wales, Swansea, UK. She holds a Master of Arts, Women’s Studies 
degree from Makerere University, Kampala, Uganda, as well as a Bachelor of Arts, 
Social Sciences degree from Makerere University, Kampala, Uganda. Mary has 
worked as a lecturer, researcher, and advisor on development issues especially in 
relation to gender and development. She has a number of papers and publications to 
her credit.    

      Catherine     Ndinda       is a chief research specialist and an African Research Fellow at 
the PHSSI Unit of the HSRC. She holds an MSc in Urban and Regional Planning 
from the University of Natal and a PhD in Human Science (2002) from the same 
institution (now University of KwaZulu-Natal). Catherine has conducted basic and 
policy research in areas such as housing, gender, and HIV/AIDS and has published 
journal articles and book chapters in these fi elds. Her articles have appeared in jour-
nals such as  AIDS Care ;  Culture, Health and Sexuality ;  Development Southern 
Africa ; and  Journal for International Women’s Studies  among others. She is the 
author of  Women and Subsidised Housing in KwaZulu-Natal: Extent of Empowerment  
(Lambert Publishing, 2011) and coauthor of  Women’s Activism for Gender Equality 
in Africa  (Xlibris, 2009). She is an editorial board member of three disciplinary 
journals, a visiting scholar of Makerere University, and an Honorary Research 
Fellow of the University of KwaZulu-Natal.    

About the Authors



xx

      Patrick     Oluwole     Ojo       is a doctoral candidate in the Department of International 
Relations at Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria, where he obtained both 
Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in International Relations, respectively, in 1992 
and 2006. His doctoral research is entitled “Comparative Study of United States’ 
Support for Democracy in Nigeria and South Africa.” He is also an Associate 
Lecturer in the Department of Political Science and International Studies at Afe 
Babalola University.    

      Olive     Sentumbwe       is the Family Health and Population Desk Offi cer, the World 
Health Organization Country Offi ce, Uganda. Olive is a medical doctor by training. 
She is an obstetrics and gynecology specialist. She is also a member of the Uganda 
Medical Association and the Association of Uganda Women Medical Doctors.    

      Felicia     O.     Olokoyo       is a Lecturer in the Banking and Finance Department, Covenant 
University, Nigeria. She graduated in 2003 with a First Class BSc degree in Banking 
and Finance. She obtained her MSc and PhD degrees in Finance from Covenant 
University with Corporate Finance as the area of specialization. She has research 
interests in international fi nance, capital structure, corporate performance, and cor-
porate governance. She is a Fulbright Scholar and a State Alumnus and has won 
several awards. She is an associate member of the Chartered Institute of Bankers of 
Nigeria (CIBN) and the Nigerian Society for Financial Research (NSFR). She is 
also a member of the Council for the Development of Social Science Research in 
Africa (CODESRIA), the  International Forum for Democracy and Peace 
(IFDP), and the International Academy of African Business and Development 
(IAABD) . She has published in reputable refereed journals and also serves as a 
reviewer to numerous journals.    

      Evans     S.     Osabuohien       holds a PhD and lectures in Economics at Covenant 
University, Nigeria. He is currently a research fellow at the German Development 
Institute, Bonn, with fellowship awarded by the Alexander von Humboldt 
Foundation. His other internationally recognized grants/awards include Swedish 
Institute’s Guest Doctoral Fellowship; CODESRIA’s grant for PhD thesis; fi rst prize 
in the FLACSO-WTO Award; and research grants from CEPR and AERC. He has 
research interests in institutional, international, and development economics where 
he has published over 40 scholarly articles. He is presently working on a book 
entitled  In-country Determinants and Implications of Foreign Land Acquisitions . 
He serves as a reviewer to many international journals:  World Development ;  African 
Development Review ;  South African Journal of Economics ;  Journal of Environmental 
Policy and Planning , etc. He is a member of a number of learned societies, namely 
Royal Economic Society; Nigerian Economic Society; and International Society of 
New Institutional Economics among others. He has participated in international 
conferences/workshops across the world.    

      Benjamin     J.     Roberts       is a research specialist in the Democracy, Governance and 
Service Delivery (DGSD) Research Program at the Human Sciences Research 

About the Authors



xxi

Council (HSRC) and coordinator of the South African Social Attitudes Survey 
(SASAS). He has extensive experience with regard to the micro-econometric analy-
sis of household surveys, with a particular emphasis on the measurement of poverty. 
His research interests include attitudinal measurement and social change; the quan-
titative analysis of poverty and inequality; subjective well-being and quality of life; 
Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers (PRSPs); Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs); and social protection. He was among the team of researchers involved in 
one of the country’s fi rst large-scale panel studies, the KwaZulu-Natal Income 
Dynamics Study (KIDS, 1998), as well as the Department of Land Affairs’ Quality 
of Life surveys. In addition, he has assisted various Southern African states in 
respect of Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper (PRSP) and Millennium Development 
Goals Report (MDGR) processes. This has included assisting the Government of 
Namibia to develop a national poverty line as well as conducting a number of the-
matic assessments of poverty reduction strategies in sub-Saharan Africa. Other 
notable recent initiatives are the development of small-area level Indices of Multiple 
Deprivation for South Africa, together with collaborators from the University of 
Oxford and Statistics South Africa, as well as cofounding and jointly coordinating 
the annual SASAS series since 2003. He is currently a core investigator for a col-
laborative ESRC Pathfi nder project that is exploring the relationship between spa-
tial inequality and attitudes to inequality in South Africa.    

      Jarè     Struwig       is a Chief Research Manager at the Human Sciences Research 
Council (HSRC), working in the Democracy Governance and Service Delivery 
Unit. She holds a Master’s degree in Research Psychology from the University of 
Pretoria. She has 25 years of experience in the fi eld of research and has authored 
several research papers, journal articles, and book chapters. She has also repre-
sented the HSRC at national and international conferences. During her research 
career, she has conducted several research projects, including media studies, and 
has also been involved in monitoring the local and government elections since 1994. 
Earlier in her career, she also undertook environmental assessments and assisted 
with pro-poor tourism projects. For the past decade, her interest has shifted to quan-
titative research and large-scale national surveys—more specifi cally monitoring 
social attitudes in South Africa. She is currently the co-coordinator of the South 
African Social Attitudes Survey (SASAS) which attempts to chart and explain the 
interaction between the country’s changing institutions, its political and economic 
structures, and the attitudes, beliefs, and behavior patterns of its diverse popula-
tions. She has been comanaging this national survey since its inception in 2003. She 
is also the South African representative on the International Social Surveys 
Programme (ISSP) where she advises on best practices and research methodologies 
in surveys research.    

      Susan     Anibaya       holds a Bachelor of Social Work and Social Administration from 
Uganda Christian University, Mukono. Susan is a Teaching Assistant in the Faculty 
of Social Sciences at Uganda Christian University, Mukono.    

About the Authors



xxii

      Cristian     Talesco       is currently a PhD candidate in Social Development at the Hong 
Kong Polytechnic University. He holds an MA in Australian Studies from King’s 
College London and a Master’s degree in European and International Studies from 
the University of Trento (Italy). He was a visiting student at the University of 
Melbourne in 2012; the University of Technology, Sydney, in 2007; and the 
University of Lisbon in 2003–2004. He was part of the International Election 
Observation mission in Timor-Leste in 2007 with the United Nations Development 
Programme. In 2013, Cristian was awarded the Hong Kong PhD Fellowship by the 
Research Grants Council of Hong Kong. His latest book is  Italy’s Apulian Migrants 
in Australia: A Historical Resource  (Amia: Lecce, 2011).    

      Yordanos     Tesfamariam       holds a Master’s degree in Justice Studies from the 
University of Regina. Her thesis is titled “Climate Change: Vulnerability and 
Adaptation, A Case Study of Men and Women Farmers in Eritrea.” For her fi eld 
research, Yordanos spent 7 months collecting data in Eritrea. She received a schol-
arship from the International Development Research Centre (IDRC) for this pur-
pose. Having been raised as a global citizen, Yordanos has also become an activist 
for social and justice issues. For example, in 2008, as a UNICEF leader, she was 
among six Canadian university students sponsored for a UNICEF study trip to 
Guyana. Her involvement with Daughters of Africa International Inc. earned her the 
rare opportunity of participating in a Women’s Empowerment and HIV/AIDS work-
shop as well as following her passion for supporting the Nazareth Children’s Home 
Orphanage in Uganda in 2007. Yordanos enjoys her present work at the Regina 
Open Door Society supporting newcomers to Canada who are in the school system. 
Her research interests are climate change and gender issues.    

      Furzana     Timol       is a junior researcher in the Human and Social Development 
Programme of the Human Sciences Research Council in Durban, South Africa. She 
holds a B.A. (Honours) degree in Economics from the University of KwaZulu-Natal 
and is currently studying toward a Master’s degree in Development Studies also at 
the same university. She takes interest in a variety of areas of research, including 
socioeconomic development, youth and child health, and impact evaluations. She is 
currently working on issues such as HIV/AIDS, health promotion, substance abuse, 
and child development.    

      Mohamed     Vawda       has a background in Demography and takes interest in a variety 
of social and health science research. He has worked on issues such as noncommu-
nicable disease; sexual and reproductive health; substance abuse; HIV/AIDS; sexu-
ality; fertility; mortality; and migration. Before joining the School of Built 
Environment and Development Studies at UKZN, he was a researcher at the Human 
Sciences Research Council (HSRC) as well as the Health, Economic, HIV/AIDS 
Research Division (HEARD). He has a Master’s degree in Population Studies and 
is currently completing a PhD at the School of Public Health Medicine and Nursing 
at UKZN.    

About the Authors



xxiii

      Jeremy     Waiswa       holds Bachelor of Development Studies and Master of 
Development Studies degrees from Uganda Christian University, Mukono. He is an 
Assistant Lecturer in Research Methods and Participatory Development at Uganda 
Christian University. Jeremy has expertise in livelihood analysis. He has developed 
and enhanced skills of critical analysis, data analysis, conducting research using 
both sample surveys and participatory methods, and conducting multidisciplinary 
and team-based research.    

      Ndoda     Zondo       is a Master’s student in Development Studies at the University of 
KwaZulu-Natal. He graduated from the University of KwaZulu-Natal with a 
Bachelor’s degree in Social Science majoring in Political Sciences, Philosophy, and 
Law. He was a Research Assistant at the Human Sciences Research Council (HSRC) 
under the Human and Social Development Programme and currently works as a 
fi eldworker for HSRC under the Economic Performance and Development 
Programme in a study entitled “Socio-Economic Impact Assessment of the EPWP 
phase 2 Project in Kwa-Zulu Natal.”     

About the Authors



1© Springer International Publishing Switzerland 2015 
N. Andrews et al. (eds.), Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) in Retrospect, 
Social Indicators Research Series 58, DOI 10.1007/978-3-319-16166-2_1

    Chapter 1   
 Introduction: Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs) in Retrospect in Africa 

             Nene     Ernest     Khalema      ,     Nathan     Andrews     , and     N’Dri     T.     Assié-Lumumba     

         The onset of independence in the 1950s and 1960s heralded a new desire for the 
promotion of socioeconomic development among the newly independent states. 
The African populations and leadership engaged in the struggle for freedom had no 
intention to relinquish their aspirations for socioeconomic uplifting and social prog-
ress. They had ideas and resolve to develop the skills, strategies and means to 
achieve their developmental goals, instead of delegating their roles to others. Thus, 
African scholars and nationalist political leaders envisioned paths of development 
that challenged the Western conception of one inevitable and unilinear moderniza-
tion model (Hettne  1995 ; Nkrumah  1963 ; Nyerere  1973 ) to be applied universally. 

 However, by and large, in post-colonial Africa, development strategies and pre-
scriptions for achieving them have remained a territory traversed predominantly by 
non-African actors and interests, mainly in a neocolonial framework. This has 
incensed public scholars such as Samir Amin ( 1990 ) to propose delinking from the 
colonial structure in order to promote social progress in Africa. Indeed, the colo-
nially designed framework that is used in the post-colonial context reproduces old 
paradigms that constituted part of the offi cial justifi cation and narrative of the 
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colonial domination. The tenet of the argument frames the African people as the 
 perpetually immature beings whose advancement will always depend on the good 
will of the colonizers. The notion of the “white man’s burden” may not be used 
because it may no longer be politically correct, but it shapes the development and 
assistance program. 

 Innumerable development initiatives have been conceived, concaved, and imple-
mented for many years by Northern interests, exposing how these negligible reme-
dies have fuelled dependency. In this context, knowledge about Africa’s development 
is framed from particular standpoints pronouncing a pessimistic tone marked with a 
quest for recycled and repackaged development prescriptions. In advancing this 
quest, a number of development strategies have re-emerged including a globally 
embraced notion of advancing the millennium development goals (MDGs). The 
MDGs were adopted by a number of heads of states in 2000 to address the world’s 
most staggering development issues (see United Nations  2013a ). Meeting the goals, 
or even substantial progress towards meeting them, promises to produce a healthier, 
more economically sound world. The normative consensus arrived at in 2000 
attracted the attention and support of many organizations and individuals interested 
in international development. 

 The Millennium declaration depicts the eight MDGs as the world’s time-bound 
targets for addressing extreme poverty, hunger, disease, child mortality and mater-
nal health and for promoting gender equality, education, global partnership and 
environmental sustainability. The most ambitious goal, perhaps, is that of reducing 
the 1990 levels of poverty by half (i. e. reducing the 30 % of people living under $1 
a day to 15 %) by 2015 (Besley and Burgess  2003 ). By signing the Millennium 
declaration, leaders of the world collectively promised a better life to the world’s 
most vulnerable people. Their collective promise—encapsulated in the MDGs—
embraces a vision for the world in which developed and developing countries would 
work in partnership for enduring global transformation. Unlike the Washington 
Consensus of the 1980s and 1990s, which lacked overarching global consensus, the 
Millennium declaration entreated Northern countries to express greater commit-
ments to the world’s most vulnerable people. 

 Teething social, economic, and political challenges that weaken Africa’s trans-
formation from the so-called “dark continent” besets the possibilities of the MDGs 
as an all-encompassing prescription. Achieving the MDGs in Africa holds the 
promise of saving millions of lives; empowering women; addressing the scourge of 
illiteracy, malnutrition and hunger; and ensuring that Africa’s most vulnerable in the 
continent have access to high-quality education, economic opportunity, and good 
health to lead fulfi lled lives (Wagstaff and Claeson  2004 ). Thus, concrete develop-
ment targets in agriculture, nutrition, education, health and infra- structure are 
pledged, and promises are specifi ed that if MDGs are fully addressed, African com-
munities will be positioned to raise productivity and compete successfully in world 
markets, thus improving their livelihoods. For African governments, investing in the 
MDGs and promoting the private sector collaborations is encouraged and motivated 
as a new path towards stability and sustained growth. Furthermore, governments are 
encouraged to engage in fi scal economic activity that will build capital, attract for-
eign investment and overcome Africa’s current need for external aid assistance. 
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 Recent reports by the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund assert 
that although progress has been made globally in achieving the MDGs, many devel-
oping countries, particularly in Africa remain off track to meeting them by 2015 
(IMF and World Bank  2009 ; World Bank and IMF  2010 ). This is particularly true 
in large parts of Africa where some states are fragile or emerging from confl ict. The 
continent as a whole is lagging behind on each MDG despite a very encouraging 
recent rise in the rate of economic growth, an overall improvement in the policy 
environment, and strong macroeconomic fundamentals. Notwithstanding the need 
to unpack the metric of measuring progress towards addressing the MDGs, the con-
tinent nonetheless has made some progress. Economically, the continent has contin-
ued to enjoy an average annual economic growth rate of about 5 % in recent years; 
the global economic world order is destined to catch-up with the continent. 
According to UNDP ( 2013 ), Africa’s impressive economic performance has “rekin-
dled hopes for the continent’s future as an important player in the global economic 
landscape” (4). For example, 40 of 50 countries have accelerated or maintained their 
rate of progress in at least 11 indicators between the pre- and post-2000 periods, 
confi rming their commitment and effort towards the MDGs (UNDP  2013 , 6). 
Success stories such as Mozambique, Burkina Faso, and Namibia are worth noting. 
According to UNDP ( 2013 ), Africa’s recent MDGs performance positions the con-
tinent as the best performing continent when measured by effort. In their report 
entitled,  MDG Report 2013: Assessing Progress in Africa toward the Millennium 
Development Goals,  UNDP contends that countries such as those mentioned above 
have led the way in accelerating progress for 16 of the 22 MDG indicators assessed. 
Additionally, according to the report, the majority of countries in Southern, East, 
Central and West Africa have substantially improved their rate of progress toward 
achieving MDGs and feature among the top 20 countries progressing towards 
addressing the goals. For example, North African states such as, Egypt, Morocco, 
and Tunisia lead the way in accelerating or maintaining progress. The report indi-
cates that Egypt leads in 11 indicators, followed by Morocco with 9, and Tunisia 
with 8 (UNDP  2013 , 6). 

 What worked for countries doing well are effective public policies and the politi-
cal will of governments to address development challenges. Measures that promote 
accountable and transparent governance, economic opportunities for the improvised 
and empowerment of women have also played a role in ensuring that the promises 
of MDGs are achieved. Sound public policies and investments have proven to be 
central for achieving MDGs and accelerating economic growth. Additionally, 
empowering the civil society sector has also assisted governments in focusing 
actions and expertise that can increase the effectiveness of service delivery, advocat-
ing for relevant programs of delivery. Although civil society organizations have been 
contributing to advocacy and activism, they have become more prominent in recent 
years, growing in scale and infl uence and having profound impacts on policy. Indeed, 
the manner in which the state responds to these changes, and the extent to which 
civil society actors are recognized and included in policy development are some of 
the critical factors determining the course of addressing MDGs in the continent. 
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 Externally, engaging closer with emerging players on the continent such as 
China, Brazil and India has rekindled hope that due to such partnerships, African- 
centered development priorities will be realized. For instance, next to the traditional 
donors and international fi nancial institutions (such as IMF and World Bank), China 
is an emerging fi nancial support provider for Africa (Bräutigam  2010 ; Christensen 
 2010 ; Zafar  2007 ). Simultaneously, developing global partnerships in the frame-
work of south-south cooperation, new political, diplomatic and economic interac-
tions and engagement between emerging economies (India, Brazil, Turkey, etc.) and 
other developing countries in Asia, Africa and Latin America have shown promise 
for the continent (see Shaw et al.  2007 ; Vieira and Alden  2011 ). Possibilities of 
good governance and service delivery of social, economic, political, and cultural 
industries has become increasingly intricate as newer players such as China, India, 
Brazil, Russia (the BRIC), and to some extent home-grown powers such as Nigeria 
and South Africa, strive to out-compete traditional economic players of the yester-
years such as the EU, Japan, and US, which are the traditional sources of develop-
ment prescriptions. 

 Regarding the argument of new versus “traditional” donors, it is worth mention-
ing a little further the recent and ongoing debates of the critical issues involved. 
Considering the abusive historical policies of most of the Western donors as colo-
nial/imperial powers, there are legitimate reasons to tend to articulate the differ-
ences and possible similarities in binary terms of bad versus good, exploitative and 
deceptive versus fair and benevolent motives. However, the comparative costs and 
benefi ts to African countries from the categories of donors presented in chronologi-
cal terms have raised questions about the legitimacy of this categorization. While 
focusing on Latin America, Robledo ( 2014 ) poses broader questions in “New 
Donors, Same Old Practices? South-South Cooperation in Emerging Countries” 
that can be extended to other emerging economies that have provided various forms 
of “assistance” to African countries. From the perspective of the Chinese offi cial 
position based in the country’s contemporary history, the state ideology and the 
pledge made at the Bandung Conference of 1955 where African and Asian coun-
tries adopted four goals and ten principles that prioritized mutual respect and coop-
eration, China, for instance made an offi cial commitment toward African countries 
that is consistent with the Bandung resolutions. However, the nature, goals, extent, 
and the offi cial and actual “assistance” that China has been providing to African 
countries has provoked debates regarding the motivations and eventual outcome of 
this assistance (Brautigam  2009 ; Woods  2008 ). The characteristics of the countries 
that have been targeted as recipients of “aid” and the trends tend to support the argu-
ments that no matter the appearance of immediate benefi ts and the promise of the 
new form and sources for “aid” African countries must exercise prudence and 
vigilance. 

 Nevertheless, it is evident that given the urgency of the MDGs, with its condi-
tionalities, has borne both costs and benefi ts, whilst the hegemonic form of 
development prescribed by Northern interests created policy orphans in most 
African states. As we are fast approaching the 2015 MDGs deadline, and given 
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the negative effects of the recent global economic crisis, the impact of the global 
recession on growth rates, and the reluctance of some international donors to step 
up their efforts in the current economic climate, it has become clear that the 
MDGs will not be reached in most sub-Saharan African states (see Conceição 
et al.  2011 ). 

 Progress towards achieving the eight Millennium Development Goals in African 
countries is marginal at best and poor at worst. In its 2013 report on the progress 
towards the accomplishment of the MDGs, in six of the eight goals, the United 
Nations expects that by 2015, African countries south of the Sahara will have made 
progress insuffi cient to reach the target if prevailing trends persist (United Nations 
 2013b ). Furthermore, the challenge of meeting the MDGs in African countries is 
compounded by the grave long-term risk of confl icts; African countries demonstra-
bly require additional resources to intervene in such confl icts since they are particu-
larly vulnerable to the effects of war, global terrorism, and the growing risk of war 
crimes, human traffi cking, and its aftermath. Such discouraging or if you like, 
sobering refl ections on Africa’s achievement of the MDGs began to proliferate just 
a couple of years after the adoption of the goals (see Sahn and Stifel  2003 ). Despite 
the fact that several of the goals are certainly lagging behind, there is one campaign 
that has often depicted Sub-Saharan Africa so poorly that even successes sometimes 
look like failures. Easterly ( 2009 ) identifi es a few of such statements in his article 
(see p. 26):

  Africa…is the only continent not on track to meet any of the goals of the Millennium 
Declaration by 2015. (UN World Summit Declaration in 2005) 

   in Africa… the world is furthest behind in progress to fulfi ll [the MDGs]…Africa is well 
behind target on reaching all the goals. (Blair Commission for Africa, 2005) 

   Sub-Saharan Africa, which at current trends will fall short of all the goals. (World Bank and 
IMF Global Monitoring Report 2005, in the foreword by James Wolfensohn and Rodrigo 
de Rato) 

   Sub-Saharan Africa, most dramatically, has been in a downward spiral of AIDS, resurgent 
Malaria, falling food output per person, deteriorating shelter conditions, and environmental 
degradation, so that most countries in the region are on a trajectory to miss most or all of 
the Goals… The region is off-track to meet every MDG. (UN Millennium Project report 
2005) 

   At the midway point between their adoption in 2000 and the 2015 target date for achieving 
the MDGs, Sub-Saharan Africa is not on track to achieve any of the Goals. (UN MDGs 
report in 2007) 

   Among all regions of the world it is in Africa that we stand a real risk of not meeting the 
MDGs by 2015. (a statement by the then Nigerian President, Umaru Musa Yar’Adua, at the 
2008 World Economic Forum in Davos) 

   The narratives above have helped to undersell any success sub-Saharan Africa may 
have chalked over the past decade and a half since the goals came into being. It has 
been argued that overall the MDGs have not been fair to Africa because they “are 
poorly and arbitrarily designed to measure progress against poverty and deprivation, 
and that their design makes Africa look worse than it really is” (Easterly  2009 , 26). 
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This tends to further exaggerate the tragic Africa story and reinforces the role of the 
West as a saviour (for the normalization of the African experience as tragedy, see 
Smith  2006 ). The idea of progress or lack of it, in quantitative or qualitative terms, 
raises critical questions regarding the reference for the comparison and what criteria 
and by whom such criteria were conceptualized, designed and adopted. This is not 
to say the story is rosy, but it is meant to suggest that alternative measurement meth-
ods can possibly showcase Africa in a positive light, in terms of outperforming 
global averages in the progress towards the MDGs (Fukuda-Parr et al.  2013 ). Having 
said that, the fact that most African countries will not be able to achieve most of the 
MDGs in 2015 raises a number of questions for both academics and development 
practitioners. African countries have only made progress in reducing the prevalence 
of HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases (including non- communicable diseases) 
and achieved close to parity in girls’ enrolment in primary school under the goal of 
promoting gender equality and empowering women. Other corresponding indica-
tors that corroborate these observations include indices of life expectancy; literacy 
levels and mortality rates remain especially high for women. 

 While acknowledging the progressive nature of the MDGs and their integral role 
in mobilizing resources to aid African countries, there remain concerns, for instance, 
about the arbitrary way of measuring progress towards the goals. Even where prog-
ress is being made (i. e. Mozambique, Bukina Faso and others), improvements are 
often not evenly shared. Women, the poorest of the poor and those who live in rural 
areas tend to benefi t less. It is therefore imperative to examine its impact on Africa’s 
development post-2015. Eventualities such as climate change, natural disasters, and 
above all, the global fi nancial downturn were not factored into the promulgation of 
these goals. Yet, will they be ample scapegoats for the rather uneven gains of these 
ambitious targets? What potential alternatives could replace the unattained goals 
once the 2015 deadline is reached? Do African governments have the potential and 
political will to carry these goals through? With these questions in mind, the overall 
objective of this book is to assess and refl ect on the current state of MDGs in the 
context of Africa, critically examine the successes, gaps and failures of the stated 
goals, including lessons learned and possibilities ahead, and most importantly envi-
sion a post-2015 (and post-MDGs) development agenda for Africa, led by Africans 
for Africa. 

 Our book generally addresses these questions and many more. Collectively, the 
chapters argue that despite the noble intentions of the MDGs prescription, the goals 
are mere adaptations and reconstructions of dominant Northern paradigms that 
exaggerate the value of economic goods and wealth creation founded on a competi-
tive and unequal fi eld of marketplace by making them immutable features of devel-
opment and its relevant indicators. In this way, MDG prescriptions perpetuate the 
same old story of African development as the continent strides towards transforma-
tion. We argue for the contribution of Africans in articulating what development 
means for them. 

 More importantly, we offer an opportunity for African scholars to refl ect about 
what, why, and how the talk about MDGs has contributed to a rethinking of a devel-
opment vision for Africa particularly since the dawn of development talk in the 

N.E. Khalema et al.


