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Foolery, sir, does walk about the orb like 
the sun, it shines everywhere.

William Shakespeare, Twelfth Night
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The Terrible August of 2013

The end of August 2013 will go down in the annals of history as an exceptional 
period, marking as it did a shift in the relationship between great world powers. 
For the first time in two centuries, the United Kingdom split from the United States 
over one of the crucial points of the great cultural downward spiral that has taken 
place in international relations over the last 20 years. I refer to the 20 years that fol-
lowed in the wake of the Kissinger era after the fall of the USSR. General evidence 
of the theoretical and practical change came in the shape of the Balkan wars, which 
marked the transition from theory to practice of the end of the Westphalian period, 
when in salient areas of geostrategic interests, each nation was free to choose the 
political system it wanted, though the choosing was done by a handful of blood-
thirsty dictators, and any sacrifices could be ruthlessly made. Only areas of the 
world deemed irrelevant to the world balance could deploy their not-so-secret 
Westphalian troops in local and intelligence struggles to maintain the balance of 
terror: Che Guevara in the Congo and Colonel Taylor in Sierra Leone behaved 
like the fictional characters in Le Carré’s novels.

Then came the unhappy period of humanitarian intervention, the way was 
paved for this back during the Westphalian period. Arming the Mujahideen and 
the Taliban against the USSR and, once the USSR was defeated, not worrying 
about whether the Mujahideen and the Taliban dominated the country or whether 
the Pakistani secret services (ISI) became the true arbiters of relations between 
the USA and India: all this could only lay the foundations for long-term instabil-
ity in extremely sensitive areas of the world balance, which were thus always in 
danger.
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The real moment of change came with the Balkan wars between the Southern 
Slavs. During the early years of the twentieth century, they lit the fuse for World 
War I, and 20 years ago, during the break-up of Yugoslavia, they again brought 
humanity face to face with the terrible problem of genocide. Then, the genocide 
turned into an intra-ethnic struggle within a geographical entity that was no 
longer a state that spawned nations whose idea of defining their mutual state 
boundaries was to massacre one another and wipe one another out. This meant 
that the nation-building was also a humanitarian action against the genocide, 
performed by different stakeholders: NATO, the USA, Italy, as an agent of the 
USA (D’Alema government1) without the united Europe showing the slightest 
flicker of life. The link between the United Kingdom and the USA was forged 
again from that time around the theory that united west and east Coast followers 
of Leo Strauss (the Neo-Cons), Blairite theorists of the London School of Eco-
nomics and followers of the great French international legal and constitutional 
expert Alfred Dumas. Kissinger became an anachronism, Westphalia, a word to 
forget and the just war was entrusted as and when deemed necessary to the pre-
vailing balance of power in order to justify the divvying up of the world as well 
as the struggle against international terrorism.

The link between the UK and USA became necessary in order to maintain a 
transatlantic relationship between Europe and the USA at a time when Germany 
and Spain were refusing to shed the blood of their soldiers in Afghanistan and 
Iraq. France recently attempted a rapprochement with the USA during the wars 
in North Africa. This is what the Arab Spring uprisings really are: wars between 
the fault lines created by divisions between Sunnis and Shiites and deep internal 
rifts in the Sunni world that, due to clumsy US intervention, have consolidated as 
Gulf and North African wars that refer back to state authorities, namely Iraq and 
Iran for the Shiites and Saudi Arabia for the Sunnis. Egypt, the Germany of North 
Africa, has never needed states of reference.

This is clear from the age of the Mamluks during the Ottoman Empire, it is 
clear from the Napoleonic campaigns that—and this is no coincidence—took 
place in Egypt and nowhere else and it is clear from the Suez crisis of 1956 at 
the time of Nasser. The only one person to whom it was not clear was President 
Obama, who mistook the Muslim Brotherhood, cosmopolitan by definition, just 
like the former Caliphate, for guardians capable of leading a secular nation like 
Egypt (Abdel-Malik and his seminal book of the 1960s has a lot to teach us on 
this subject).

1Following the collapse of Romano Prodi’s government, Massimo D’Alema became Italian 
premier from 1998 until 2000.


