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Cybersecurity is a difficult and complex field. The technical, political and legal  
questions surrounding it are complicated, often stretching a spectrum of diverse  
technologies, varying legal bodies, different political ideas and responsibilities. Cyber-
security is intrinsically interdisciplinary, and most activities in one field immediately 
affect the others. Technologies and techniques, strategies and tactics, motives and ide-
ologies, rules and laws, institutions and industries, power and money—all of these 
topics have a role to play in cybersecurity, and all of these are tightly interwoven.

The SpringerBriefs in Cybersecurity series is comprised of two types of briefs: 
topic- and country-specific briefs. Topic-specific briefs strive to provide a compre-
hensive coverage of the whole range of topics surrounding cybersecurity, combin-
ing whenever possible legal, ethical, social, political and technical issues. Authors 
with diverse backgrounds explain their motivation, their mindset, and their approach 
to the topic, to illuminate its theoretical foundations, the practical nuts and bolts 
and its past, present and future. Country-specific briefs cover national perceptions 
and strategies, with officials and national authorities explaining the background, 
the leading thoughts and interests behind the official statements, to foster a more 
informed international dialogue.
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Foreword

Myriam Dunn Cavelty’s Cybersecurity in Switzerland provides an excellent 
addition to the SpringerBriefs in Cybersecurity series. It is a concise and coher-
ent, well-written summary of the political and strategic process in Switzerland—a 
small, but tech-savvy and comparatively well-resourced nation. It reflects on the 
conditions and opportunities of the country, its unique political structure and back-
ground underlying the strategic process leading to official documents and ini-
tiatives. Many of the cybersecurity approaches of Switzerland are recounted and 
explained in this way, spanning early discourses on how perceptions and narratives 
have been formed, to concepts and models, institutions and initiatives, and finally 
technical and organization implementations. The brief also recounts and evaluates 
the history of those documents, initiatives, and technologies, pinpointing imple-
mentation problems, their causes, and the following evolution of the process. This 
provides an excellent, history-based insight into learned lessons.

Throughout the Brief Dunn Cavelty also takes a very systematic approach to 
the topic. Following her insightful historical reflections, thorough theoretical con-
siderations, divide and characterize the processes, assign phases, and identify their 
structures, requirements and obstacles. With understanding of the principles of 
cyberstrategy, to reflect and apply in future research or policy making.

In conclusion, this Brief certainly provides a magnificent contribution to the 
series and the fields of cybersecurity and cyberpolitcs. It helps in many ways and I 
thank the author for a great piece of work.

August 2014	 Sandro Gaycken
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