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to increase and diffuse the knowledge of acoustics and promote its practical 
applications. The ASA is recognized as the world’s premier international scientifi c 
society in acoustics, and counts among its more than 7,000 members professionals 
in the fi elds of bioacoustics, engineering, architecture, speech, music, oceanography, 
signal processing, sound and vibration, and noise control. 

 Since its fi rst meeting in 1929, The Acoustical Society of America has enjoyed a 
healthy growth in membership and in stature. The present membership of approximately 
7,000 includes leaders in acoustics in the United States of America and other countries. 
The Society has attracted members from various fi elds related to sound including 
engineering, physics, oceanography, life sciences, noise and noise control, architectural 
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mechanical vibrations and shock; underwater sound; aeroacoustics; macrosonics; 
acoustical signal processing; bioacoustics; and many more topics. 
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with keeping abreast of developments and needs of the membership in their 
specialized fi elds. This diversity and the opportunity it provides for interchange of 
knowledge and points of view has become one of the strengths of the Society. 

 The Society’s publishing program has historically included the  Journal of the 
Acoustical Society of America , the magazine  Acoustics Today  (  www.acousticstoday.
org    ), a newsletter, and various books authored by its members across the many 
topical areas of acoustics. In addition, ASA members are involved in the 
development of acoustical standards concerned with terminology, measurement 
procedures, and criteria for determining the effects of noise and vibration.  
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  Abst ract   

 This Technical Report presents the outcome of a Working Group that was estab-
lished to determine broadly applicable sound exposure guidelines for fi shes and sea 
turtles. After consideration of the diversity of fi sh and sea turtles, guidelines were 
developed for broad groups of animals, defi ned by the way they detect sound. 
Different sound sources were considered in terms of their acoustic characteristics 
and appropriate metrics defi ned for measurement of the received levels. The resul-
tant sound exposure guidelines are presented in a set of tables. In some cases numer-
ical guidelines are provided, expressed in appropriate metrics. When there were 
insuffi cient data to support numerical values, the  relative  likelihood of effects 
occurring was evaluated, although the  actual  likelihood of effects depends on the 
received level. These sound exposure guidelines, which are based on the best scien-
tifi c information at the time of writing, should be treated as interim. The expectation 
is that with more research, the guidelines can be refi ned and more cells in the tables 
completed. Recommendations are put forward defi ning the research requirements 
of highest priority for extending these interim exposure guidelines.  



     


