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Chapter One
Cultural Geography on the Norfolk
Broads

A Geographical Visit

In the Nature of Landscape offers an excursion around an
eastern English wetland, the Norfolk Broads. This chapter
introduces the region, and gives an account of cultural
geography on the Norfolk Broads, ideas from a field of
enquiry put into play. For over a hundred years people have
taken boat excursions on the Broads; here cultural
geography goes on the Broads, investigating landscape,
finding how it might shape regional understanding.

This is not the first geographical visit to the region. In 1927
Albert Demangeon’s Les Iles Brittaniques examined the
Broads:

The peaty swamps, the still sheets of water hidden by
reeds, the wide channels overhung by willows, and the
lonely marshes frequented in winter by water-fowl
exhibit Nature in all her wildness, loneliness, and
melancholy. But in the summer these solitudes are full of
holiday-makers, and the Bure, Ant, and Thurne, together
with Wroxham, Salhouse, and Oulton Broads, are dotted
with motor cruisers and sailing yachts. Away from the
Broads and swamps, the ground is covered with grass
and forms a rich pastoral district in which graze
thousands of cattle. Green fields, grazing cattle,
windmills, willow-lined channels, boats sailing among
trees - all these remind one of the scenery in Holland.
(Demangeon 1939: 282-3)



Demangeon shows an early twentieth century French
regional geographic sensibility abroad, his passage
signalling lines of enquiry followed throughout this book;
the aesthetics of regional description, the geographies of
regional discovery, and Broadland as a region whose
‘curious features’ are reminiscent of somewhere else
(Demangeon 1939: 282; Clout 2009).1 The landscape
features itemised too warrant continued geographic
scrutiny; reeds and birds, marsh pastorals, cheer and
melancholy, seasonal shifts.

This chapter gives an outline of region and book, conveys
the possibilities of thinking through landscape and culture,
examines early accounts of regional scenic governance, and
considers regional cultural landscape as a term worth
revisiting for its theoretical, political and poetic potential.
The chapter concludes with a survey of Broadland
institutions and scholarship, and an introductory Broadland
tour.






