


Praise for Understanding the Religions of the World:

An Introduction

“Religion is an important topic in today's world. To know

the basics of the world's religions is to gain access to some

of the greatest thinkers of all time about some of the most

significant matters to all people everywhere. To learn the

history of the great faith traditions is to become acquainted

with the history of the human race and to see where it has

come from. And by becoming familiar with the beliefs of

these faith traditions, one can become a citizen of the world

and see where we, as a race, might someday be. But where

can one find an adequate guide to this important subject?

The answer is now clear. In this book!”

Erik W. Larson, Florida International University

“Recent trends in religious studies tend to analyze religions

with attention to historical change and consciousness.

Understanding the Religions of the World pulls off the huge

accomplishment in this respect and distinguishes itself

among its competitors by exhibiting an awareness of these

dual perspectives throughout the textbook. Each chapter is

presented by experts, filled with unusual insights, and the

editor Will Deming has produced a piece of work that is

easily readable yet thought provoking, but, more

importantly, one that articulates big conceptual ideas of

each religion in a practical way which make it highly

recommendable to all first year undergraduate students.”

Mehmet Karabela, Queen's University, Canada

“Understanding the Religions of the World, is not only an

insightful and engaging text in the study of religion as a

human, cultural, social, and sacred phenomenon, it is also

an in depth survey of a wide variety of religious traditions



across many regions of the globe. With clear and readable

discussions of several topics and themes central to

understanding how these traditions are lived and

experienced in diverse cultures and societies, this unique

volume serves as an excellent text for introducing students

to the nuances and complexity of how religion works in

many places and how religion serves as the most pivotal

phenomenon that defines a people s identity and life

situations. What is unique about it is that the volume

successfully combines a deep knowledge of the various

traditions with methods and approaches for studying and

understanding them. The text faithfully presents how the

devotees understand and view their traditions and how the

traditions have creatively responded to modernity and

change. Moreover, the volume deploys important tools and

resources for interpreting the traditions. Its

interdisciplinary reach will make the book an essential

reading for students of religion, anthropology, sociology,

and cultural studies.”

Jacob K. Olupona, Harvard University
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List of Illustrations

Introduction

Religions supply people with entire worlds of

meaning. Understanding them takes time. Source:

Will Deming.

Figure I.1 Many foods at the grocery store bear a

mark of religious certification. The “circle U” on this

jar designates the approval of a Jewish organization

called the Orthodox Union. The “D” signifies that the

product contains dairy, and hence should not be

eaten with meat. Source: Will Deming.

Figure I.2 Religion is a human activity practiced by

85 percent of the world's population.

Chapter 1

God is in everyone. A murti (idol) of the Hindu god

Ganesha, elephant-headed son of the great god Shiva

and remover of obstacles. Source: Will Deming.

Figure 1.1 A map showing the relative Hindu

populations in different countries around the world.

Figure 1.2 Like India's banyan tree, Hinduism can

appear to have no center or main trunk. Source:

Photo by Murky.

Figure 1.3 This juxtaposition of swastikas and six-

pointed stars on adjacent window grates in India

might strike a westerner as jarring, as the former are

usually associated with Hitler and latter with

Judaism. In Hinduism, however, these symbols are

often used together in the worship of the gods

Ganesha and Skanda, the two sons of the great god

Shiva. Source: Reproduced by permission of H.

Richard Rutherford, C.S.C.



Figure 1.4 Hanuman, the leader of monkeys in the

Ramayana, is a divine example of loyalty and devotion

to Vishnu. Source: Will Deming.

Figure 1.5 Vishnu, as the boar avatar, saves the world

from drowning during the primeval flood. Source:

Will Deming.

Figure 1.6 Our earliest example of pages from a

Purana (ca. eleventh century CE). Traditionally, books

in India were made from palm leaves, the letters

being scratched into the shiny surface of a leaf with a

stylus and then wiped with ink. The ink would adhere

to the scratches. The holes in the middle of the leaves

are for a string that held the book together. Source:

Wikimedia Commons.

Figure 1.7 Disowned by their relatives and bereft of

any other support, widows at a Vaishnava temple in

northern India chant praise and thanksgiving to

Vishnu in return for food and shelter. Source: ©

Stuart Freedman / In Pictures / Corbis.

Figure 1.8

Figure 1.9 Hindu cremation in Nepal. After the soul is

purified through cremation and put into the care of

Agni (the fire god), the ashes are deposited into the

river, which is thought to be a goddess. Source:

Reproduced by permission of Sue Ellen Christensen.

Figure 1.10 Merchants outside a temple in India

selling various offerings to worshipers. Source:

Reproduced by permission of Jean-François Mayer.

Figure 1.11 Enwrapped in the joy of dancing his

cosmic dance, Shiva effortlessly creates the universe

and crushes demonic forces. Source: Wikimedia

Commons. Photo by Kenneth Lu.



Figure 1.12 The very popular lingam-yoni image.

Shiva's lingam is set in a yoni, uniting the cosmic

opposites of male (Shiva) and female (Shakti) divine

powers. The jewelry on the lingam is Shiva's “mark”

(tilak)—the three horizontal lines—with his third eye

(the ruby) in the center. Worshipers have left money

as an offering to Shiva. Source: Will Deming.

Figure 1.13 With a snake around his neck, a trident, a

drum, and three horizontal lines on his forehead, this

sadhu (holy man) identifies himself with Shiva as he

imitates the great god's ascetic practices. Source:

Reproduced by permission of Nick Grier.

Figure 1.14 The Shri Chakra, a popular yantra

design, with upward and downward-pointing

triangles.

Figure 1.15 A diagram of the human body, showing

the location of the six chakras.

Figure 1.16 Topped with a red canopy, a cart for

parading images of Krishna is pulled along by his

devotees. Since these carts, which are sometimes as

large as a medium sized, three story house, are

dedicated to Krishna in his form as Jagannath, or

Lord of the Universe, Europeans who first saw them

called them “juggernauts.” Source: Photo by Erik

Fitzpatrick.

Figure 1.17 Several worshipers immerse a clay statue

of Ganesha at the conclusion of a Ganesh Chaturti

festival. Source: © PUNIT PARANJPE / X01659 /

Reuters / Corbis.

Figure 1.18 “Om,” the primal sound heard at the

beginning of the creation of the cosmos.

Chapter 2



The alleviation of suffering. Veneration of the Buddha

at a temple in Thailand. Source: Reproduced by

permission of Chuck DeVoe.

Figure 2.1 A map showing the three major traditions

of Buddhism.

Figure 2.2 For Buddhists, life is a series of moments,

like the frames of a video, not something unified and

permanent. Source: Will Deming.

Figure 2.3 A Cambodian reclining Buddha, depicting

the Buddha's maha-pari-nirvana (entry into final

nirvana). Source: Will Deming.

Figure 2.4 The Buddhist community developed in

several directions over its long history, and the three

variations practiced today are only indirectly

connected with the original movement. Moreover the

name Theravada was very rarely used before the

early twentieth century. Rather, these Buddhists

usually referred to their religion as simply “the

teachings of the Buddha.”

Figure 2.5 A depiction of the suffering in hell from Sri

Lanka. Those sentenced by their own karma to hell

vainly attempt to escape the fire of hell and

punishment by demons by climbing a tree covered

with long, sharp thorns. Source: Reproduced by

permission of Jerry Fish.

Figure 2.6 The tradition of venerating relics has been

important throughout the history of Buddhism. Here,

displayed in a golden lotus flower, is a relic of the

early fourteenth-century Tibetan teacher

Longchenpa, widely regarded as a manifestation of

the bodhisattva Manjusri. Source: Will Deming.

Figure 2.7 A map showing the spread of Buddhism

from India into other parts of Asia by the eighth



century CE.

Figure 2.8 Amitabha Buddha descends with his two

attendant bodhisattvas to welcome devotees to his

Pure Land. On Amitabha's right is Maha-

sthamaprapta, who embodies the great power of

Amitabha's wisdom, and on his left is Guanyin, the

very popular bodhisattva of his compassion. Source:

Used with permission from the Corporate Body of the

Buddha Educational Foundation.

Figures 2.9 and 2.10 Source: Reproduced by

permission of Sue Ellen Christensen.

Figure 2.11 A novice with his parents in Thailand,

just before he enters the monastery. Becoming a

monk is an act of dana, a meritorious gift. It is

customary for sons to dedicate the merit gained by

becoming a novice to their mothers, and the merit

gained by taking the higher ordination to their

fathers. Source: Reproduced by permission of

Teerapatch Tachasirodom.

Figure 2.12 Laity perform dana outside a monastery

in Laos. They hope that the progress and dedication

of the monks will multiply the merit they receive.

Source: Reproduced by permission of Greg Swanson.

Figure 2.13 The feet of a reclining Buddha in

Bangkok, Thailand, showing his even toes and the

birthmarks on the soles. Source: Reproduced by

permission of Nick Gier.

Figure 2.14 Tibetan monks engaging in ritualized

debates. As they question one another on issues they

have been studying, they use body movements for

emphasis and slap their hands towards the one being

quizzed. Source: Reproduced by permission of Sue

Ellen Christensen.



Figure 2.15 An inquisitive child looks on as a monk

begins to fill in the outermost border of a mandala.

Source: Will Deming.

Chapter 3

Finding balance in the midst of change. The luo pan,

or fengshui compass. The magnetized needle in the

middle is surrounded by concentric circles which

indicate the cardinal directions, the Eight Trigrams,

the Ten Heavenly Stems, the Twelve Earthly

branches, the Twenty-four heavenly “breaths,” family

relationships, and other, even more detailed aspects

of the patterns and powers of the heavens, time, and

space. Source: Reproduced by permission of Lyn

McCurdy.

Figure 3.1 An elderly Confucius presents the baby

Gautama Buddha to a middle-aged Laozi. This famous

image illustrates the harmony between the Three

Traditions, as well as their respective ages in Chinese

religious history. Source: © Erich Lessing / akg-

images.

Figure 3.2 Chinese emperors continued the elaborate

burial practices of the Shang long after the Shang

dynasty's demise. One of the most spectacular

examples is the 1974 discovery of an entire

necropolis built for the burial of the emperor Qin Shi

Huang around the beginning of the second century

BCE. It is estimated that this grave contained over

8,000 terracotta foot soldiers (like those pictured

here), along with chariots and horses, to protect the

emperor in the afterlife. Source: Reproduced by

permission of David Deming.

Figures 3.3 and 3.4 One of the most famous Chinese

landscape paintings, Fan Kuan's “Travellers Among



Mountains and Streams,” shows the dominance and

yet harmonizing aspects of the Dao in the natural

world. The massive rock face (yang) is softened by

the thin cascade of water (yin), as two human beings

(barely visible in the enlarged portion on the right)

accompany a small caravan of donkeys. Minuscule by

comparison, these tiny creatures are completely

integrated into, and at ease with, this vast landscape.

Source: Dennis Hallinan / Alamy.

Figure 3.5 The Silk Road was actually a series of

roads through central, south, and east Asia. It

connected India, the near east, and even Europe to

the far east. In addition to material goods (including,

of course, silk), the Silk Road spread culture,

language, and religion throughout these regions,

Buddhism being the most famous example.

Figure 3.6 The political history of modern China is

complex. In the twentieth century, control of China

was contested between Chinese Nationalists

(Guomindang), who were recognized by most

governments, and Chinese Communists. In 1949 the

Nationalists lost the civil war with the Communists

and fled the mainland to the southeast island

province of Taiwan, where they set up a provisional

government. By the 1980s their economy was

booming. Today the government of Taiwan does not

discuss “retaking the mainland,” but occasionally

talks about becoming an independent country. The

Communist government on the mainland (the

People's Republic of China, or PRC) firmly holds that

Taiwan is a renegade province that must be brought

under its control.

Figure 3.7 An image showing the mutually

engendering and mutually destroying pairs of the



Five Phases.

Figure 3.8 A tabular chart showing how the Five

Phases are reflected in our world.

Figure 3.9 Acupuncture needles are placed on

specific nodes on meridians, or channels of qi, that

flow through the body. The skilled placement and

manipulation of the needles alters the flow of qi to

promote healing and health. Source: Reproduced by

permission of Katana Triplett.

Figure 3.10 This Taiwanese restaurant advertises a

warming entry—goat (or mutton) hotpot—which is

considered a yang food, best eaten in winter. During

the summer this same restaurant will offer a lavish

menu of cooling, yin foods (usually seafood) to

counteract the heat of that season. Source:

Reproduced by permission of Jennifer Oldstone-

Moore.

Figure 3.11 A traditional depiction of the eight

trigrams, circling the Great Ultimate, a fluid and

balanced image of yin and yang.

Figure 3.12 A tradition at New Year's, the lion dance

is performed by two skilled gymnast-dancers who

often climb ladders and leap from pedestal to

pedestal. Lion dances are also commissioned for

other happy occasions. Source: Reproduced by

permission of Chow Shu-ka.

Figure 3.13 The horseshoe-shaped gravesite is

common in Taiwan and the southern regions of China.

The shape of the grave maximizes the effect of good

fengshui by trapping and collecting any auspicious qi

that flows toward it. Source: Reproduced by

permission of Shelley W. Chan.



Figure 3.14 Jigong is a disruptive Buddhist saint who

eats meat, drinks alcohol, and once somersaulted in

front of the empress without any underwear beneath

his robes. Often called the “meat-eating monk,” he is

beloved precisely because he flouts bureaucracy and

codes of propriety. He is especially concerned with

the socially powerless, who often benefit least—and

suffer most—from official rules. Several coins have

been placed on this carving by worshipers making

specific petitions. Source: Reproduced by permission

of Jennifer Oldstone-Moore.

Figure 3.15 The Eastern Peak Temple (Dongyue

Miao), includes 76 replicas of hell's chambers of

judgment and punishment beneath the eastern

summit of Mount Tai. Each chamber is designed to

punish a specific sin, and punishment is administered

by the jailors of hell. This chamber shows the fate of

those who have lied. Relatives will hang prayer

boards near the chambers they deem most

appropriate for their deceased relatives in order to

speed them through their punishment. Source:

Reproduced by permission of Jennifer Oldstone-

Moore.

Figure 3.16 A man burns incense and bows at the

entrance to the temple to the City God of Shanghai.

The City God, like a city mayor, is a relatively high

ranking official who can be petitioned for a variety of

requests. Source: Reproduced by permission of

Jennifer Oldstone-Moore.

Figure 3.17 Jitong, or “divination youths,” are chosen

by a god to demonstrate that god's protective power.

They wield fearsome weapons and injure themselves

under divine possession, but the blood stops quickly

and they feel little or no pain because of the god's



care. This jitong is at the Pei-kang Mazu festival in

Taiwan, and likely under Mazu's protection. Source:

Reproduced by permission of Michael Oldstone.

Chapter 4

Turn to the deity in times of distress. Buddhist

statues flank an ancient tree marked off as sacred

space by a Shinto festoon with white streamers—an

example of the regular integration of these two

traditions in Japanese Religion. Source: Reproduced

by permission of John Traphagan.

Figure 4.1 Known in Japanese as Nippon or Nihon,

Japan is a nation of almost 7,000 islands, the largest

being the four main islands of Honshu, Shikoku,

Kyushu, and Hokkaido. The country is divided into 47

administrative prefectures. Of its approximately 127

million inhabitants, 98 percent are ethnically

Japanese.

Figure 4.2 An amulet (omamori) for good fortune in

baseball, purchased from the Mizuno department

store in Tokyo. The writing on the left refers to the

“spirit of the white baseball.” The pronunciation of

the third character is “tama,” a word that means both

“spirit” and “ball.” Source: Reproduced by permission

of John Traphagan.

Figure 4.3 A Japanese silk hanging scroll, showing

Izanami and Izanagi creating the Japanese islands.

Meiji era, ca. 1885. Source: Museum of Fine Arts,

Boston / William Sturgis Bigelow Collection /

Bridgeman Images.

Figure 4.4 Buddhism, Confucianism, and Chinese

culture began coming to Japan via Korea in the fourth

and fifth centuries CE.



Figure 4.5 Religion and politics: Emperor Hirohito (r.

1926–89), poses in the robes of the Shinto high

priest. Source: Wikimedia Commons.

Figure 4.6 A man performs omairi in front of his

family grave site during ohigan, a religious

observance marking the spring and autumnal

equinoxes. Source: Reproduced by permission of John

Traphagan.

Figure 4.7 A chart showing a Japanese stem-family

(ie) and branch-family (bunke).

Figure 4.8 A traditional butsudan (Buddhist family

altar) with offerings, a Buddhist scripture, and a

tablet inscribed with the posthumous name of a

deceased relative. Source: Reproduced by permission

of John Traphagan.

Figure 4.9 A traditional deity-shelf (kamidana). The

circular mirror mounted on the stand in the middle is

where the kami resides. Source: Photo by Timothy

Takemoto.

Figure 4.10 A series of torii leading to the temple

complex in Hiraizumi. Source: Reproduced by

permission of John Traphagan.

Figure 4.11 Often associated with Shinto shrines,

statues of phalluses evoke the divine forces and

energies of fertility. Source: Photo by Masayuki

Kawagishi.

Figure 4.12 Four children carry a mikoshi, a portable

shrine, around their school parking lot during a

matsuri. Source: Reproduced by permission of John

Traphagan.

Figure 4.13 Using wands made of pine branches, two

men purify a path for a procession of naked men.



Source: Reproduced by permission of John

Traphagan.

Figure 4.14 Two frames from a booklet entitled Jizo,

available at many Japanese temples. The first frame

depicts the souls of babies who died before birth,

gathered on the river beach of Sai. After saying

prayers for the relatives they will never see, they pile

up small towers of stones. In the second frame, a

demon threatens to torment them. In later frames

their souls will be rescued by the bodhisattva Jizo and

given peace in the afterlife. Source: Reproduced by

permission of Daido Corporation, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo;

Creative Commons.

Figure 4.15 Jizo is the bodhisattva whose special role

is to protect women, children, and travelers. Statues

of Jizo are common along roads, and at temples

where deceased children are memorialized. Source:

Reproduced by permission of John Traphagan.

Chapter 5

An interconnected world. A Dogon ritual dancer in

west Africa prepares to communicate with the unseen

world by using a ritual mask. Source: © larum stock /

Alamy.

Figure 5.1 A cave painting from Zimbabwe, dated

between 8000 and 3000 BCE. It depicts a shaman

with an enormous body and a tiny head, towering

over various other beings. Source: Reproduced by

permission of Michael C. FitzGerald, Professor of

Fine Arts, Trinity College.

Figure 5.2 The European colonization of Africa ca.

1914.

Figure 5.3 Maps showing the relative distributions of

African Religions, Islam, and Christianity in Africa



today.

Figure 5.4 Eshu, deity of the crossroads and spirit of

trickery and chaos. Source: Wikimedia Commons.

Figure 5.5 Wearing masks that embody the spirits of

the Woman and the Young Woman, these dancers

teach about the potential of womanhood, and pass on

other tribal traditions. Source: Eye Ubiquitous /

SuperStock.

Figure 5.6 A Gelede dancer displaying large breasts

and a pregnant stomach. Source: © Danita Delimont /

Alamy.

Figure 5.7 To appease the spirit of an Abiku, a shrine

such as this one in Nigeria is often built in the bush

outside a town, and sacrifices are made there.

Source: Reproduced by permission of Dr Ajibade

George Olusola.

Figure 5.8 A woman of the Suri tribe in Ethiopia

displays the ritual markings on her forehead and

cheeks that she received in her passage from child to

adult. Source: Photo by Rod Waddington.

Figure 5.9 An Ashanti fertility doll. The round, flat

head, thin neck and body, and smooth skin portray

the Ashanti ideal of female beauty. Ashanti women

who wish to become pregnant often carry these dolls

with them, tucked into their clothes. Source: ©

Sabena Jane Blackbird / Alamy.

Chapter 6

The power embedded in place. Uluru, or “Ayers

Rock,” in central Australia. This monolith is sacred

ground for Indigenous Australians. Source:

Reproduced by permission of Mary N. MacDonald.



Figure 6.1 The many islands of Oceania are

traditionally divided into Polynesia, Micronesia,

Melanesia, and Australia.

Figure 6.2 In the 1860s Rongorongo, the hieroglyphic

script of Easter Island, came to the attention of

Eugene Eyraud, the first European missionary to

work there. He noticed that houses contained wooden

tablets with rows of tiny symbols including animals,

birds, plants, celestial objects, and geometric shapes.

Today only a few of these tablets remain. In this

example, the glyphs of each line are upside-down

with respect to the line before it. Source: Photo by

Christopher Hu.

Figure 6.3 The then Prime Minister Kevin Rudd

embraces members of the “Stolen Generations” in

2008, after delivering an apology from the Australian

government for its presumptuous and tragic

mistreatment of Aboriginal peoples. Source: Reuters

/Mark Baker.

Figure 6.4 Tanna Island in Vanuatu is home to one of

the last remaining cargo cults. Founded by John Frum

after the islanders came into contact with the

material wealth of American troops during World War

II, it borrowed and adapted several Christian images.

This painting depicts a black Jesus, a black Mary

(weeping at the foot of the cross) and red cross. Frum

always used a red cross, which he may have seen on

equipment brought by American medical units.

Source: © Anders Ryman/Corbis.

Figure 6.5 The Gubbi Gubbi people have a special

relationship to the Queensland Lungfish (Dala) which

is one of only six extant lungfish species in the world.

Recognized as a vulnerable species, the fish is

potentially at risk with the construction of dams and



weirs to regulate the waters of the Mary and Burnett

Rivers. Source: Photo by Joel Abroad.

Figure 6.6 The Rainbow Snake, here depicted on a

wall mural, is both a benevolent protector and a

punisher of law breakers. In northern Australia,

where monsoons are prevalent, the Rainbow Snake

often has a violent persona. In the central desert,

where seasonal changes are less dramatic, he or she

is depicted as shaping the landscape with greater

calm. Source: © Bill Bachman / Alamy.

Figure 6.7 In the highlands of New Guinea, periodic

exchanges called pig-kills serve to cement alliances,

remember the ancestors, and, in the contemporary

period, express Christian faith. People gather, make

speeches, dance, feast, and renew communal life.

Source: © Danny Lehman/Corbis.

Figure 6.8 Bark paintings are done on the inside of a

strip of tree bark. Traditionally they served

educational and ceremonial purposes, depicting clan

emblems and ritual information: here three spirits

from The Dreaming are depicted. Today artists

produce them for collectors on the world market.

Source: Heritage Image Partnership Ltd / Alamy.

Figure 6.9 A drawing of a funeral platform from a

French first contact in New Guinea. The corpse is

covered with leaves and exposed to the elements on a

platform made of branches. Source: Roger-Viollet /

Topfoto.

Chapter 7

Holy covenant, chosen people. A Jewish boy prepares

to become a “son of the commandment,” or bar

mitzvah. Wearing a skullcap (yarmulke) and a prayer

shawl (tallit), he holds a Torah scroll wrapped in a



velvet mantel and adorned with a silver shield and

reading pointer. In the background is the case, or ark,

where the scroll is kept when not in use. Source:

Reproduced by permission of Mark Lewinsohn.

Figure 7.1 While many Jews now live in Israel, even

more live outside the homeland in the Diaspora,

especially in North America.

Figures 7.2 and 7.3 Columns of text in an open Torah

scroll. Note that Hebrew runs right to left. The line to

the right of the right column is the join between two

pieces of leather. The detail from another Torah scroll

shows some of the letters decorated with “crowns,” a

convention used to mark the Torah's exceptional

holiness. Torah scrolls have no punctuation, and few

indications as to how words are to be vocalized. A

reading pointer, or yad (literally “hand”) is used so as

not to touch the page. This practice is explained

variously as a way to keep the scroll clean, or as a

consequence of a Talmudic teaching that when one

touches the Torah (except in the Temple in Jerusalem)

it “makes the hands unclean.” Source: Will Deming.

Figure 7.4 According to the Torah, Abraham was born

in the ancient city of Ur (now in southern Iraq) and

moved with his family to the ancient city of Haran,

where he encountered God. From there he traveled

south into the promised land (Canaan), on the eastern

coast of the Mediterranean Sea.

Figure 7.5 The plateau fortress Masada, as seen from

the northwest. On the right is the earthen ramp used

by the Roman army in 74 CE to gain entry and end

the Jewish Revolt. Source: Duby Tal / Albatross /

Alamy.



Figure 7.6 Jews and others pray before the enormous

stone blocks of the Western Wall in Jerusalem.

Source: Reproduced by permission of H. Richard

Rutherford, C.S.C.

Figure 7.7 When Christian rulers expelled Jews from

Spain and Portugal at the end of the fifteenth century,

Sephardi teachings and customs spread into Italy and

parts of the Mediterranean world controlled by the

Ottoman empire.

Figure 7.8 According to Kabbalistic traditions,

although God is unbounded, he allowed his divine

qualities to be divided into ten emanations (sefirot) in

order to create our world. As this tradition further

developed, some mystics speculated that one or more

of these emanations had shattered its bounds. This

cosmic tragedy accounted for the chaos and evil in

the world and called Jews to the divine task of tikkun,

or “repairing” the world.

Figure 7.9 The word in the middle of this text,

underlined in gray, is the divine name of God

(YHWH). Unlike the words around it, it has no vowels

(the dots and lines, which are called “pointing”). This

is one way to remind the reader not to pronounce the

word out loud, but replace it with a traditional

substitute. Source: Will Deming.

Figure 7.10 A 100-shekel coin from the 1980s,

reflecting the hope of some Jews that the modern

homeland would be rebuilt according to ancient

Jewish patterns. The monetary denomination “shekel”

is found in the Bible, and the menorah stamped on

the back recalls the famous lamp stand used by the

Maccabean liberators to rededicate the Temple. By

contrast, the word “Israel” appears in Hebrew,

Arabic, and English, a reminder of the diverse



population of the emerging nation. Source: Will

Deming.

Figure 7.11 An ark in the chapel of a Conservative

synagogue. When closed, this ark resembles a large

Torah scroll with a burning bush on its pages—an

allusion to Moses' first encounter with God. The text

on the bush quotes Exodus 3:2: “And the bush was

not consumed” and the words above the ark state:

“For out of Zion shall Torah go forth” (Isaiah 2:3).

Source: Will Deming.

Figure 7.12 A boy participates in games at a Jewish

summer camp, his tzitzit hanging down almost to his

shoes. Source: Will Deming.

Figure 7.13 A Jewish man prays the morning prayer

wearing a tallit (prayer shawl) and tefillin (black

scripture boxes). Source: Ira Berger/Alamy.

Figure 7.14 A mikveh. When more “natural water” is

needed, rain water is channeled through the hole that

is now covered by the small wooden panel with the

round handle. Source: Will Deming.

Figure 7.15 An elaborate, jeweled and gilded

mezuzah reading “Shalom” (peace, wellbeing), with a

hinged door and latch, so that the parchment it

contains can be checked periodically. Source: Will

Deming.

Figure 7.16 A girl reads from the Torah at her bat

mitzvah, using a silver reading pointer. Source:

Reproduced by permission of Paul W. Rizzo

Photography.

Figure 7.17 A fanciful yad on its ornate carrying case.

Source: Will Deming.

Chapter 8



Salvation through Jesus Christ. A Gothic altarpiece at

the National Cathedral in Washington, DC, showing

various events in the life of Jesus, whom it calls “the

Way the Truth and the Life (quoting the Gospel of

John). Source: Will Deming.

Figure 8.1 A map showing approximate densities of

Christian populations in the world.

Figure 8.2 Maps showing the locations and

approximate population densities of the three largest

divisions within Christianity.

Figure 8.3 Beginning in the second or third century,

Christians used a fish drawing to express their

beliefs. The Greek word for fish is ICHTHUS, an

acronym that translates “Jesus Christ, Son of God and

Savior.” Source: Will Deming.

Figure 8.4 A map showing the location of Nag

Hammadi, a town in modern Egypt where a small

library of formerly unknown Gnostic writings was

found in 1945.

Figure 8.5 Dedicated in Constantinople in 360 CE,

Hagia Sophia (Holy Wisdom) became the seat of

authority for the patriarch of Constantinople. The

building that presently occupies the site was built

between 532 and 537 CE at the direction of the

Byzantine Emperor Justinian, after the original

structure, as well as an earlier replacement, had been

destroyed in riots. Source: Reproduced by permission

of David R. Bains.

Figure 8.6 A map showing the division of Christianity,

east and west, with their respective capitals at

Constantinople and Rome. The red dots, plus Rome,

are cities where churches were known to have

existed before 100 CE.



Figure 8.7 A fourteenth-century Bible depicts the

Crusaders being led into battle by Christ himself.

Astride a white horse, Christ holds out the Gospel. In

his mouth he brandishes a sword, which is both a

cross and the word of God. Detail from the Queen

Mary Apocalypse, 14th century, MS Royal 19 B XV f.

37. Source: British Library, London.

Figure 8.8 Martin Luther's legendary nailing of the

95 Theses to the door of a Wittenberg Church is

celebrated by Protestants as a heroic act of religious

liberation. Source: Reproduced by permission of

David R. Bains.

Figure 8.9 A lay preacher, known as a circuit rider,

makes his preaching rounds on the American frontier

in the 1800s. Source: © North Wind Picture Archives

/ Alamy.

Figure 8.10 Source: Reproduced by permission of

David R. Bains.

Figure 8.11 A man is baptized in the Holy Spirit by a

Pentecostal minister in a church in Tanzania. Source:

Jake Lyell Alamy.

Figure 8.12 Catholic and Orthodox Christians keep

eucharistic bread, once it has been consecrated and

become the body of Christ, in ornate cases called

tabernacles. This particular example is in the shape

of a church. The writing on the front (IC XC NIKA) is

a Greek abbreviation for “Jesus Christ conquers.”

Source: Will Deming.

Figure 8.13 In accordance with the Orthodox

tradition, this Ukrainian church has an iconostasis

(screen of icons) between the congregation and the

eucharistic table. (The table in front of the screen is



for displaying the relics of saints.) Source: Will

Deming.

Figure 8.14 A child plays a wise man bearing a gift

for Jesus in a nativity play. Source: Will Deming.

Figure 8.15 Station of the Cross 12. Source: Will

Deming.

Figure 8.16 Station of Cross 13. Source David R.

Bains.

Figure 8.17 As in many eastern European countries,

these Polish Catholics observe All Saints' Day by

visiting the graves of deceased relatives and adorning

the cemetery with flowers and candles. Source: Photo

by John Thaxter.

Figure 8.18 This icon of Saint Andrew, one of Jesus'

original disciples, is illuminated by a hanging votive

lamp and stands behind a brass altar containing sand,

in which worshipers put tall candles. Source: Will

Deming.

Figure 8.19 Since the 1950s, women clergy have

become increasingly common in mainline Protestant

denominations. Here two female pastors preside over

the eucharist celebration. Source: Will Deming.

Chapter 9

The oneness of God. Muslims on pilgrimage surround

the Kabah (“Cube”) in Mecca, unified in their

submission to the one true God. Source: Photo by

Fadi El Binni.

Figure 9.1 Most Muslims live in the eastern

hemisphere between 10° latitude south and 40°

latitude north.


