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I am very lucky – I work in a natural history museum, where millions of ani
from across the world have been brought together into one place. Museums 
similarities and differences between species, which can tell us about how th

and how they are perfectly shaped to live their lives. 

One thing that fascinates me is when animals look incredibly similar, but a
related. I find it completely mind-blowing, for example, that a predator evo

which looked exactly like a stripy wolf, but it’s not a member of wolf family
thylacine, and it’s a marsupial, related to koalas and kangaroos. 

Thylacines and wolves look the same because they do the same thing in the
so they evolved the same adaptations, separately, on opposite sides of the w
explores other examples of animals that have the same adaptation even tho

to different groups. 

Each chapter looks at a different adaptation and shows how similarities ca
and again different groups of vertebrates (animals with backbones: birds, m

amphibians and reptiles). These patterns in nature, when different animals 
adaptation to do the same job, are examples of something called converge

I hope that this book encourages you to look closely at nature, to spot othe
patterns where species are different in many ways, but also have somethi

in common. 

—J.A. 
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EASTERN 

LONG-BEAKED ECHIDNA 

Animals can have many different coverings, from
hair to scales, and feathers to smooth skin. 

Some have modified their covering to 
form defensive spines, and long-beaked 

echidnas are among the very 
largest prickly beasts. 
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