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Preface
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friends, colleagues and other close professional associates of S. Panchapakesan,
in addition to being experts working in one or more of the above-mentioned
areas. All the articles present here have been peer reviewed and carefully or-
ganized into 20 chapters. For the convenience of the readers, this volume has
been divided into the following parts:

e INFERENCE

RANKING AND SELECTION
MuLTIPLE COMPARISONS AND TESTS
AGREEMENT ASSESSMENT ANALYSIS
RELIABILITY

BIOSTATISTICS

The above list has taken into account various types of inferential problems
of interest. This volume is not a proceedings, although many of the authors
were present at an International Conference held in honor of S. Panchapakesan
during December 2002 in Chennai, Tamilnadu. India.

Our sincere thanks go to all the authors who have contributed to this vol-
ume. They all share our admiration and appreciation of S. Panchapakesan for
all his contributions and sincere work during the past 35 years, and have given
us their full cooperation and support in bringing this volume out. We are also
indebted to the referees for helping us in the evaluation of the manuscripts and
in improving the quality of this publication. In particular, we thank Professors

Dipak Dey, Wen-Tao Huang and Nitis Mukhopadhyay for their assistance in
the editorial process.
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Special thanks are due to Mrs. Debbie Iscoe for the excellent typesetting of
the entire volume. Finally, we thank Mr. Thomas Grasso (Editor, Birkhauser,
Boston) for the invitation and encouragement to undertake this project.

With great pleasure, we dedicate this volume to our beloved friend and
colleague, S. Panchapakesan.

N. Balakrishnan
McMaster University, Hamilton, Canada
N. Kannan
University of Texas, San Antonio, U.S.A.
H. N. Nagaraja
The Ohio State University, Columbus, U.S.A.
October 2004
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