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Introduction

elcome to Golf Rules & Etiquette For Dummies, 2nd

Edition, which makes sense of those two very impor-

tant parts of the game. No, I don’t show you how to
swing a 6-iron or hit a flop wedge. Nor do I list my favorite golf
courses and give you tips on how to watch tournaments on tele-
vision. That’s what Gary McCord does in the bestselling Golf For
Dummies, 5th Edition, and I have no reason to duplicate his good
work. Instead, I’'m here to tell you about those all-important
rules that govern the wonderful game of golf and describe the
basic etiquette for playing — and watching — the sport.

About This Book

Dozens of books have been written about the Rules of Golf,
including the bible on the subject, appropriately titled The Rules
of Golf and published by the United States Golf Association
(USGA), one of the governing bodies of the game. Other books,
like Golf For Dummies, touch on issues of etiquette as well. But as
far as [ know, this is the only book that covers both subjects with
equal emphasis and authority — and does so with a certain dose
of knowledge, humor, and fun.

Golf Rules & Etiquette For Dummies, 2nd Edition describes how and
when the rules of golf were written and why they are followed so
closely. Plus, I cover most of the unwritten rules as they relate to
course behavior and etiquette, whether you’re playing a public
course, a high-end daily-fee layout, or you’re hobnobbing with
the rich and famous at some posh country club. When you read
this book, you’ll find out what you need to know about business
golf (whether with your boss, clients, or coworkers) or tourna-
ments and charity outings. You’ll find tips on tipping as well as
advice on betting, drinking, and appropriate golf attire. Whether
you’ve been playing for years or are just figuring out which end
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of the putter to hold, this book has useful information for you.
(And it wouldn’t be a bad gift for your friends at the office,
either.)

Also, staying true to the design of the For Dummies series, I've
organized this book in a very simple fashion, beginning with
explanations and descriptions of the rules and then moving into
the etiquette of the game. The book is divided into parts, which
contain chapters that give you the information you’re looking for.

But you don’t have to read this book from cover to cover. Pick
the chapters that interest you most, and take it from there. If
you’re a beginner, the Glossary may be an immediate help to you
so that you have a better idea of how to talk golf before you start
reading more deeply. Parts 2 and 3, on unwritten rules and eti-
quette, merit close attention for beginners as well. (Experience
tells me that no matter how long you’ve been playing the game,
looking over this material won’t do you any harm. After all, we
can all use a refresher course on occasion.) Chapter 3, which
explains the rules themselves, will likely appeal to anyone head-
ing out to the course, whether you’re just playing on Sunday
mornings with your friends or competing in a tournament.
Finally, if you use a lot of golf in your business, a number of
chapters, and especially Chapter 7, will be helpful for golf out-
ings with your bosses and clients.

Foolish Assumptions

2

When it comes to you, the reader, I make very few assumptions
other than that you have some level of interest in the game of
golf. This book is for golfers of all backgrounds and abilities,
from the 9-year-old girl taking her first lesson to the 84-year-
old duffer who tees it up at his local course every weekend.
Whether you’re a high-rolling country clubber or a regular at
your neighborhood muni track, you’ll find plenty of useful
information in these pages. High-school players will garner
better knowledge of the game, and businesspeople who find that
golf is part of their work lives will be able to make the transition
from the boardroom to the putting green with ease. Even com-
petitive amateur players and professionals may pick up some

Golf Rules & Etiquette For Dummies
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helpful tips in these pages, because the rules and etiquette of the
game of golf can get complicated — and even the most experi-
enced players don’t know it all.

Used in This Book

Icons are those attention-grabbing little pictures in the margins
of this book that are intended to, well, grab your attention. Here
are the icons I use in this book and an explanation of what each
one means:

This icon steers you to important tips that will help you follow
the rules of the game and conduct yourself with proper
etiquette.

As the robot in an old TV series used to say, “Danger! Danger!”
Be careful and pay heed when you see this icon nearby.

This information bears repeating. Bears repeating.

You don’t have to be a rocket scientist to understand the rules
and etiquette of golf. But information like this sometimes makes
it seem that way.

This icon lets you know when I’'m telling one of my best golf
stories. Please listen up!

Beyond the Book

You can find additional advice for golfers and golf fans, plus tips
on handling common penalties and surviving (and even
enjoying) a business outing on the golf course. Just go to www.
dummies.com or your browser and type Golf Rules & Etiquette
For Dummies Cheat Sheet in the Search box.
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You've Got to
Play by the
Rules



IN THIS PART ...

You'll find all the information you need on the Rules of
Golf — from where the game and its rules originated
to the latest updates for the ancient game.



IN THIS CHAPTER

» Rules 101: Discovering how the rules
began

» Finding out the who, what, when,
where, and why behind the rules

» Figuring out the roles played by the
two major golf organizations, the
USGA and the R&A

Chapter 1

Who Made
the Rules?

e didn’t make the rules, and our grandfathers didn’t

either. A bunch of Scotsmen in the game’s ancestral

home put together the first set of rules in the 1700s,
when America was still a colony and “Tiger Woods” would
be understood as a scary area in India or Russia. Since then,
millions of people have swatted balls around grassy fields,
enjoying (usually) the game called golf.

Most golfers pay close attention to the rules that govern the
game. In this chapter, I help you understand where those rules
came from, who made them up, and why they are so important.
I also show you how they have broken many a player’s heart
over the years — not because I enjoy the suffering of others, but
because the Rules of Golf will do that sometimes.

CHAPTER 1 Who Made the Rules? 7



