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Criminologists have increasingly become involved and interested in envi-
ronmental issues to the extent that the term Green Criminology is now
recognised as a distinct subgenre of criminology. Within this unique area
of scholarly activity, researchers consider not just harms to the environ-
ment, but also the links between green crimes and other forms of crime,
including organised crime’s movement into the illegal trade in wildlife or
the links between domestic animal abuse and spousal abuse and more
serious forms of offending such as serial killing. This series will provide a
forum for new works and new ideas in green criminology for both aca-
demics and practitioners working in the field, with two primary aims: to
provide contemporary theoretical and practice-based analysis of green
criminology and environmental issues relating to the development of and
enforcement of environmental laws, environmental criminality, policy
relating to environmental harms and harms committed against non-
human animals and situating environmental harms within the context of
wider social harms; and to explore and debate new contemporary issues
in green criminology including ecological, environmental and species
justice concerns and the better integration of a green criminological
approach within mainstream criminal justice. The series will reflect the
range and depth of high-quality research and scholarship in this burgeon-
ing area, combining contributions from established scholars wishing to
explore new topics and recent entrants who are breaking new ground.
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Foreword

Green criminology has now—for decades—been pushing the boundaries
and expanding consideration of what constitutes harm. Harm transcends
notions of legality; it includes the lawful and unlawful, the administrative
violations as well as the criminal ones. For many green criminologists,
harm also transcends humans; it includes people, but also all parts of
nature—the non-human is central to consideration. Regardless of the
species—and not only species but also ecosystems and the environ-
ment—the criteria for something to be environmentally harmful are suf-
fering, damage, injury, injustice.

(In)justice is also a concept that green criminology has challenged
understanding of. And this edited collection furthers this debate.
Ecological, or ecojustice, is justice for non-human nature (Washington
et al., 2018) or the justice between human and non-human species
(Naess, 1973). To have a just relationship with the Earth and all the
beings on it, humans should minimize—or, at best, end—suffering,
damage, and injury. From a largely global perspective detailing examples
from Africa, America, Asia, and Europe, the chapters in this collection
explore the myriad ways in which humans act unjustly with regard to the
non-human. Many of these instances involve non-human animals as vic-
tims of illegal hunting and wildlife trafficking. They are taken from their
homes, kept as companion animals, forced to race, or killed for food or
medicine. All these situations are forms of injustice—to the individual
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Vi Foreword

non-humans who become victims, to non-human animal communities
who lose members, and to the larger environment due to the degradation
and disruption of ecosystems.

As the collection documents, eco-injustice is not confined to non-
human animals. Human-induced wildfires are decimating landscapes as
are human wars. The undeterred and unsustainable use of fossil fuels has
set climate change in motion; this, in turn, is already impacting nature
and human communities. In terms of human responses to climate change,
one consequence is humans preying on other humans by trafficking them
when they are forced to move.

The scale of injustice can be overwhelming, but contributions to the
collection offer ways forward. One is foregrounding justice in the inter-
national justice system by recognizing ecocide as the fifth crime against
peace within the Rome Statute. This would mean severe environmental
harm becoming an internationally defined criminal offence. Another is
expanding the use of restorative justice systems for green crimes so that
when there is an injustice a remedy is central to the punishment. As the
collection concludes, however, there are challenges for the furtherance
of ecojustice. On a planet largely continuing environmental exploita-
tion to sustain often lavish human lifestyles, where is the entry to scale
up ecojustice? For anyone interested in learning more about the differ-
ing forms of eco-injustice and how even small improvements can be
made to achieving more justice for the nonhuman, this collection is a
vital resource.

Vienna, Austria Tanya Wyatt
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Global Green Crime and Ecojustice

Daan van Uhm and Dina Siegel

Opver the past decades, green crimes and ecojustice has gained significant
international attention. Characterized by profound impacts such as
deforestation, mining, climate change, and species extinction, ‘green’
issues have become global in nature, with far-reaching environmental
and social consequences (Dirzo et al., 2014; Johnson et al., 2017; Steffen
et al., 2015). Scientists have warned of a new, so-called Anthropocene
epoch, which is marked by significant changes to the Earth and atmo-
sphere as the result of human activities. The collapse of pre-industrial
institutions and the development of new free trade zones and technolo-
gies have radically transformed the world and its ecosystems (Beck, 1992;
Crutzen & Stoermer, 2000).

Understanding the interconnectedness of all life forms and their con-
tributions to ecosystem stability and resilience is crucial for compre-
hending the evolving landscape of environmental protection and
ecojustice (Benton, 1998; White, 2011). This emphasizes the necessity

D. van Uhm (&0) * D. Siegel

Willem Pompe Institute for Criminal Law and Criminology
Utrecht University, Utrecht, The Netherlands

e-mail: d.p.vanuhm@uu.nl; d.siegel@uu.nl

© The Author(s), under exclusive license to Springer Nature Switzerland AG 2025 1
D. van Uhm, D. Siegel (eds.), Global Green Crime and Ecojustice, Palgrave Studies in
Green Criminology, https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-91557-4_1


http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1007/978-3-031-91557-4_1&domain=pdf
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-91557-4_1#DOI
mailto:d.p.vanuhm@uu.nl
mailto:d.siegel@uu.nl

2 D. van Uhm and D. Siegel

of preserving the environment not merely for its utilitarian benefits to
humans but also for its inherent worth (Wilson, 1993; Crook et al.,
2018). As a result, green crimes have emerged as significant global issues,
necessitating their anticipation and integration into both scientific and
social discussions.

Green Crimes and Criminogenic Implications

In recent years, green crime has emerged as one of the most significant
black markets worldwide (UNEP & INTERPOL, 2016). The financial
incentives for engaging in green crimes are substantial, with illegal activi-
ties such as deforestation, wildlife trafficking, illegal fishing, mining and
waste dumping generating billions of dollars annually (Moreto & Pires,
2018; Petrossian, 2019; Siegel, 2020; Sollund, 2019; van Uhm, 2023;
Wyatt, 2013; Wong, 2019). These activities are often considered as less
risky compared to other forms of crime, as enforcement and penalties
remain relatively weak. Therefore, crime groups are increasingly diversify-
ing into the lucrative markets of natural resources, alongside other crimi-
nal activities (van Uhm & Nijman, 2022).

The criminogenic nature of global environmental issues perpetuates
unequal power relations across the world. The increasing scarcity of natu-
ral resources, rising deforestation, and global pollution are all significant
predictors of crime, conflict, and violence (Le Billon, 2012; Siegel,
2020). These environmental stressors exacerbate social inequalities and
contribute to the marginalization of vulnerable communities, who are
often the most affected by environmental degradation (Duffy, 2010;
Ross, 2003). The competition for dwindling resources can lead to dis-
putes, often escalating into broader conflicts. The exploitation of natural
resources by crime groups further destabilizes these regions, creating a
vicious cycle of environmental harm and social unrest (Welsch, 2008;
van Uhm, 2024).
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