




“The strategy that is most likely to lead to financial pros-
perity is surprisingly simple. This succinct book elegantly 
filters out the noise and focuses the read on what 
really matters.”

—James Choi, Professor of Finance, Yale University

“Charles Ellis is an investment industry legend, as a prac-
titioner, executive and academic for longer than most 
asset managers have been around. I can think of no one 
whose advice I would rather take when it comes to my 
own personal investments. Rethinking Investing is Charley 
at his most practical best.”

—Robin Wigglesworth, author of Trillions
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“If Charley Ellis is writing it, I am reading it! And you 
should too. Each new article and book bring a new per-
spective, a new insight and a new brilliant analogy! This 
book, is a gift from Charley to the millions of current and 
future investors who will find themselves better off.”

—Jenny Van Leeuwen Harrington, Chief Executive 
Officer, Gilman Hill Asset Management
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How often have we heard people say, “If only I had 
known how small changes I could have made 
earlier in life could have made such profound 

changes in my financial security today in retirement.” 
And “Wouldn’t it be nice if I could have a short and simple 
primer from a knowledgeable expert that explained how 
almost unnoticeable changes in my lifestyle today will 
profoundly affect my long run financial well-being.”

Charley Ellis, one of the legends in the investment 
profession, has come to the rescue. In these brief pages, 
you will learn all you need to know about investing wisely 
and setting yourself on the road to a secure financial 
future. Here you will learn not only what to do but also 
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F o r e w o r d

how to avoid the common errors that can ruin any finan-
cial plan. And all the important lessons are presented in 
an accessible, clear, and engrossing writing style. Reading 
this brief Charley Ellis chronicle of lessons learned from a 
lifetime of helping investors achieve their financial goals 
will be the most beneficial way anyone could spend a few 
hours of their time.

The average working household in the United States 
has no retirement assets apart from Social Security. The 
savings and related assets that do exist are closely corre-
lated with income and wealth. This fact is prominently 
recognized by politicians who have favored imposing 
wealth taxes on the most affluent. However one views the 
fairness of the distribution of income and the tax system, 
there is another helpful way to lessen wealth inequality. 
Small changes early in life can absolutely ensure that even 
people with the most modest incomes can look forward to 
a seven-figure retirement portfolio.

On November 26, 2023, the New York Times published 
a charming story about Geoffrey Holt, who died leaving 
his entire estate of almost $4 million to his adopted home-
town, Hinsdale, New Hampshire, to support community 


