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Introduction

e are back!

Bigger!

And even better!

The first edition of The ELL Teacher’s Toolbox contained 45 chapters highlighting hun-
dreds of strategies we had used in the classroom during our then-combined 35 years of
experience in the classroom.

Now, we have well over 40 years combined classroom experience. And with that added
experience, we have added 16 new chapters and have revised all 45 previous ones—some in
minor ways, and others from top to bottom.

Most chapters now have a new differentiation chart, recommending ways to make each
strategy accessible to students of all English proficiency levels.

We also discuss artificial intelligence in most chapters; however, keep in mind it’s evolv-
ing so quickly that some of our comments may not be relevant by the time you read them.

But even as our ed tech recommendations become outdated, links to Larry’s constantly
updated blog will keep you up-to-date.

We have so much new content that a substantial amount, including
11 chapters, can now be found online and is freely available to everyone—no
registration is required. In addition, most exhibits and figures from the book
are there for downloading. To make space for more chapters in the hard-copy
version, we also put references for all the chapters online. You can find all these
resources and more at www.wiley.com/go/ellteacherstoolbox2. You can also
access the page via the accompanying QR code.
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2 INTRODUCTION
The Bonus Strategies that you’ll find online are:

Bonus Strategy 1: Literary Conversations
Bonus Strategy 2: Concept Attainment - +!
Bonus Strategy 3: Sentence Navigators and Sentence Builders
Bonus Strategy 4: Cooperative Writing
Bonus Strategy 5: Writer’s Notebook
Bonus Strategy 6: Micro-Progressions
Bonus Strategy 7: Oral Presentations
Bonus Strategy 8: Debate

Bonus Strategy 9: Flashcards

Bonus Strategy 10: Learning Stations
Bonus Strategy 11: Textbooks

We also want to note that we are aware that the title of this book uses the term English
language learner, which more and more is being recognized as a deficit-focused term, with
replacement labels being ones like emergent bilinguals and multilingual learners.

There is no universal agreement yet on what term to use. We have decided to stick to
the “ELL” description for this edition because it is still the most common term. However,
as every strategy in this book tries to communicate, we certainly don’t view our students
through the lens of deficits.

As we said in the first edition, we want to make clear that we use the vast majority of
these strategies with our English-proficient students, too. Good ELL teaching is better
teaching for everybody!

We know you will apply these strategies in ways we haven’t even thought of and, as
always, look forward to hearing from you. Good luck to us all!
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