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Preface

Laboratory-bred common marmosets (Callithrix jacchus) have a natural lifespan in captivity in excess of 12 years, and
their maximum longevity is more than 16 years. Due to its small size, its relatively easy adaptation to laboratory
conditions and neuroanatomical similarities with human species, this animal is considered to represent a convenient
primate model for neurosciences and drug development.

During our research and due to scarce available literature data in this species, a need for some support regarding
the morphological interpretation of autoradiographic data and brain anatomy was raised. Based on existing stereo-
taxic equipment and technological skills, we decided to build a basic atlas of the marmoset brain in stereotaxic
coordinates. Several technical difficulties were addressed, and the final document is now ready after 2 years of hard
work. We hope this atlas will provide a comprehensive guide for those — researchers and undergraduates — interested
in the marmoset brain, tissue target characterization and comparative anatomy. The nomenclature and atlas
presentation were inspired from existing reference brain atlases in other species, and the quality of illustrations was
achieved thanks to automated whole slide scanning.

We would be pleased to receive comments from the delineations we have made, so that continuous improvement
could be made in future editions.
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