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This collected volume investigates the ways in which historical 
training supports current activism and advocacy in global times by 
highlighting models of social activism and political reprsentation in 
different parts of the world, with diverse social actions, strategies, 
and protest spaces.   

Morocco is a fascinating society to examine protest movements 
in an authoritarian regime. For the first time ever, the contributors 
reply in detail to questions, challenges and findings regarding 
the implications of historically informed activism in Morocco. The 
cooperative perspective is the key to a better understanding as 
it reinvigorates a conversation between social scientists—socio-
logists, anthropologists, and political scientists—and historians 
about how to analyse social and political activism.

The main findings relate to the great structural transformations 
that have shaped the current power regimes in a longue durée 
perspective. How are social movements born, how do they ma-
ture, and how do they die? Through the dynamics of social mo-
bilisation, we discover the structure of the power regime, the 
responses (strategies), and its forms of survival (resources and 
capacities).

How does history inform and empower current activism? The book 
covers 22 scenarios of popular revolts—urban, rural, and periphe-
ral. Casablanca (1907, 1965, 2000), Fez (1907, 1990), the Eas-
tern Rif (1909, 1921, 1958, 1984, 2004), Meknes (1937, 2011), 
Tangiers (1952, 2011, 2015), Salé, (1930, 2008), Taza (1915), and 
Imider (2011).

SOCIAL
S

O
C

IA
L M

O
B

ILIS
ATIO

N
 IN

 M
O

R
O

C
C

O

MOBILISATION

Feliu
, M

ateo
, Izq

u
ier

d
o

, 
R

ib
a

s
-M

ateo
s



Laura Feliu, Josep Lluís Mateo, Ferran Izquierdo,  
Natalia Ribas-Mateos, eds. 

Social Mobilization in Morocco 
Lessons Learned for a Historically Informed Activism 

 





Laura Feliu, Josep Lluís Mateo,  
Ferran Izquierdo, Natalia Ribas-Mateos, eds. 

SOCIAL MOBILIZATION  
IN MOROCCO 

Lessons Learned for a Historically Informed Activism 

 



Bibliografische Information der Deutschen Nationalbibliothek  
Die Deutsche Nationalbibliothek verzeichnet diese Publikation in der Deutschen 
Nationalbibliografie; detaillierte bibliografische Daten sind im Internet über 
http://dnb.d-nb.de abrufbar. 

Bibliographic information published by the Deutsche Nationalbibliothek 
Die Deutsche Nationalbibliothek lists this publication in the Deutsche Nationalbibliografie; detailed 
bibliographic data are available in the Internet at http://dnb.d-nb.de.  

Cover image: Ministerio de Cultura y Deporte. Archivo General de la Administración, Fondo de Medios 
de Comunicación Social del Estado, IDD (03)082.000, signatura 33-01489-00010-0001-r: una (1) 
fotografía de la manifestación con motivo de la detención de cinco activistas argelinos por las 
autoridades francesas (1956). 

 

ISBN-13: 978-3-8382-7712-7 
© ibidem-Verlag, Stuttgart 2022 
Alle Rechte vorbehalten 

Das Werk einschließlich aller seiner Teile ist urheberrechtlich geschützt. Jede Verwertung 
außerhalb der engen Grenzen des Urheberrechtsgesetzes ist ohne Zustimmung des 
Verlages unzulässig und strafbar. Dies gilt insbesondere für Vervielfältigungen,  
Übersetzungen, Mikroverfilmungen und elektronische Speicherformen sowie die  
Einspeicherung und Verarbeitung in elektronischen Systemen. 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in or introduced into a retrieval system, or 
transmitted, in any form, or by any means (electronical, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise) without the 
prior written permission of the publisher. Any person who does any unauthorized act in relation to this publication may 
be liable to criminal prosecution and civil claims for damages. 



To Elies, Eloi, Laila, Nora, Poppy, Rai, and Uriel 
 

To Maria Rosa de Madariaga, in memoriam 



 



7 

Table of Contents 

Acknowledgments ........................................................................................... 11 
List of Photographs .......................................................................................... 12 
List of Maps ...................................................................................................... 12 
List of Tables ..................................................................................................... 12 

Natalia Ribas-Mateos, Fadma Ait Mous and Saskia Sassen 
Openings: The City and Its Actors of Resistance ......................................... 13 
Structure of the Book....................................................................................... 29 

Laura Feliu, Josep Lluís Mateo and Ferran Izquierdo  
Chapter 1.  A Century of Social Mobilisation in Morocco:  

Bases for a Historically Informed Activism ......................... 31 

FIRST PERIOD: PRECOLONIAL MOROCCO ....................................................... 55 

Sahar Bazzaz  
Chapter 2.  Reform and Rebellion during Kattaniyya Revivalism:  

The 1907 Hafiziyya Uprising ................................................. 57 

Jean-François Clément  
Chapter 3.  Singularities of the 1907 Revolt in Casablanca in a 

Comparative Context .............................................................. 71 

Rachid Yechouti 
Chapter 4.  The Sedition of Sharif Mohamed Ameziane in the  

Eastern Rif (1909–1912). ........................................................ 87 
  



8 

SECOND PERIOD: COLONIAL MOROCCO ....................................................... 101 

Odile Moreau 
Chapter 5.  The 1915 Revolts in Northern Morocco During the  

First World War ..................................................................... 103 

María Rosa de Madariaga 
Chapter 6.  The 1921 Riffian Revolt in the Valley of Al-Hoceima:  

The Struggle Against Foreign Occupation ........................ 119 

Josep Lluís Mateo 
Chapter 7.  The Foundational Myth of Moroccan Nationalism:  

The Recitation of the Latif and the Protests in Salé  
Against the Berber Dhahir (1930) ...................................... 133 

Eloy Martin 
Chapter 8.  Influence of the Spanish Labour Movement on the  

Origins of Moroccan Labour Organisation in Tetouan 
(1931–1936) ........................................................................... 147 

Adam Guerin 
Chapter 9.  Resource Sovereignty and State Power:  

The 1937 Revolt in Meknes.................................................. 161 

Rocío Velasco de Castro 
Chapter 10.  The So-Called Intifada in Tetouan The Incidents of 

February 1948 ........................................................................ 177 

Bernabé López García  
Chapter 11.  Not an Ordinary Day: 30th March 1952 in Tangier ........... 193 

THIRD PERIOD: NATIONAL MOROCCO ......................................................... 207 

Mimoun Aziza  
Chapter 12.  The So-Called Second Revolt: The Rifian Revolt  

Against the Makhzen (1958–1959) ..................................... 209 
  



9 

María Angustias Parejo  
Chapter 13.  Reviewing Immobilism of an Authoritarian Regime: The  

1965 Social Mobilisation and Revolts in Casablanca ....... 223 

Ángela Suárez-Collado 
Chapter 14.  The City of Nador in 1984:  

The Bread Riots in a Moroccan Periphery ......................... 241 

Blanca Camps-Febrer 
Chapter 15.  On the Way From Strike to Intifada:  

The Fes Events Of 1990 ........................................................ 255 

FOURTH PERIOD: NEOLIBERAL MOROCCO ................................................... 271 

Carmelo Pérez Beltrán and Juan A. Macías Amoretti 
Chapter 16.  Polarised Activism on the “Woman Question”:  

The Islamic March of Casablanca in 2000 ......................... 273 

Rachid Aarab 
Chapter 17.  A Public Protest Against the Moroccan Makhzen:  

The Rif Against Territorial Policy ....................................... 287 

Ángeles Ramírez 
Chapter 18.  Struggles for Land Rights: Implications for Female 

Activism in Morocco ............................................................ 299 

Koenraad Bogaert 
Chapter 19.  Local Struggles and Mass Protest:  

The Case of Imider in 2011 .................................................. 311 

Laura Feliu 
Chapter 20.  Beyond the 20F Activism in Tetouan:  

The Emergency of Peripheral Cities ................................... 327 

Mercedes G. Jiménez 
Chapter 21.  Activism From a Mediterranean Corner.  

The 20th February Movement in Tangier ........................... 339 
  



10 

Khalid Mouna  
Chapter 22.  When a Protest Movement Is Measured by Repression.  

A Look Back at the F20 Movement in Meknes ................. 351 

Mercedes G. Jiménez and Annafs Azzakía Ibn Sbih  
Chapter 23.  The Revolt of Candles: Citizen Mobilisations Against  

the Electric Company in Tangier ........................................ 365 

Natalia Ribas-Mateos and Blanca Camps-Febrer  
Chapter 24.  Discovering Moroccan History Through the Lenses of 

Photography: A Form of Inspiring Activism ..................... 377 

Annex I. Chronology ..................................................................................... 391 
Annex II. Map of the Region ........................................................................ 399 
Index of Terms ................................................................................................ 401 
Index of Places ................................................................................................ 415 



11 

Acknowledgments 

A much longer version of this book was originally published by Edicions 
Bellaterra in 2018 (in Spanish) and by Litograf, Tangier (forthcoming ver-
sion in Arabic). The three different publications are results of different pro-
jects of the Spanish Ministry of Science and Innovation. In particular, this 
publication in English is the result of a new project of the Ministry of Sci-
ence and Education (PID2020-113784GB-I00-IRMENA XXI. Reconfigu-
ration of Actors and Transnational Elites in the MENA Region, directed by 
Laura Feliu and Ferran Izquierdo).  

We thank everybody who has made possible the transformation of 
this book into English. In particular, we have to thank the excellent invest-
ment of the translation work of Sarah Moss (U. Corunha), and the proof 
editing work of Alison Stewart (Bath Editing, UK), and the support of the 
Maria Zambrano Fellowship (UAB-INTERASIA), which has made possi-
ble the work investment on this final manuscript. The Arabic sections have 
been facilitated by Rachid Aarab. 

We sincerely thank all those people who have offered us valuable in-
sights into the chapters and different sections of the book, especially Jean-
François Clement. We would also like to thank all the people who have 
participated in the debates of the Spanish book launch in Spring 2021: in 
the Archive of the City of Ceuta, in HEM-Chair Fatéma Mernissi (Rabat), 
the Centre ACRES-Tangier, and in SESAMO Naples (June 2022). 

We also thank the whole team at ibidem Publishers. We sincerely ap-
preciate the decision they took in considering that this manuscript would 
make out an extremely important book in the production of knowledge 
and in the contemporary publication industry.  



12 

List of Photographs 

Photo n. 1: Press conference with Torres (left) and Benaboud (right). ...... 181 
Photo n. 2: Torres and Benaboud with Mehdi and Tayeb Bennouna 

(leftmost) and a group of sympathisers and journalists. ........... 181 
Photo n. 3: Protesters in the Zoco Fouqi.......................................................... 184 
Photos n. 4 & 5:  Suppression of protests near the Plaza de España (Tetouan) ... 185 
Photo n. 6: The demonstrators dispersed along Cuesta de la Playa.  

Tangier 1952 .................................................................................... 197 
Photo n. 7: Demonstrators and police in the European city. ........................ 200 
Photo n. 8: Demonstrators and police in the European city. Tangier 1952 .. 201 
 

List of Maps 

Map. 1.  Map of the Mining Strata in the Oriental Rif area. .................... 399 

List of Tables 

Table 1.  Wounds of those injured by firearms on 30th March 1952 ........ 198 



13 

OPENINGS:  
THE CITY AND ITS ACTORS OF RESISTANCE 

Natalia Ribas-Mateos, Fadma Ait Mous and Saskia Sassen 

1.  Opening Historically Informed Activism 

“There is no society without uprising” 
“Il ne peut pas y avoir des sociétés sans soulèvements”, 
Michel Foucault.  
(August 1979; published in Arabic. French version in Ré-
vue Rodéo, n. 2, 2013: 35–56). 

This book is a contribution to building a readership, to working towards 
elaborating a real tool that can be used as lessons in informed activism. 
Such lessons may be thought of as a way of expanding knowledge, of reach-
ing an audience interested in understanding how local and global history 
is directly affecting our social actions. 

To be more precise, activism, in the context of the book, is under-
stood in a re-evaluation of practice and action (history), in a critical con-
text where social structure is both a historical and sociological object. 
Thus, practical activism is understood as a way of timely historically in-
formed interventions in complex contemporary struggles1.  

 
1  These types of academic engaged biographies flourished during the 1960s and are di-

rectly propelled by Third-world activism. This can be seen, for example, in the biography 
of Fatéma Mernissi, in the biography of Saskia Sassen, and also in the biography of Bern-
abé Lopez. It has become very palpable in the case of Maria Rosa de Madariaga: “Because 
I said to myself: it just happens that right on Spain’s doorstep, in the South, in the south 
of Spain, you have received a movement of liberation against colonialism. We have had 
our colonies and we also celebrate the war against the colonizer (…). It is perfectly clear 
how the movement evolved, which is not a movement against the cabilas, against the 
tribes; it became a movement against foreign occupation. There is an important dimen-
sion of national liberation, and later it would be a movement of socio-economic libera-
tion. I toured the Rif by bus. (…) The most important thing was the working method, 
placing major importance on primary sources. I realized this for the Rif by studying the 
character of Abdelkrim. (…) Since then I have noticed that the majority of the move-
ment against the Rif war meant dying for a cause that is not your own cause (…) When 
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Protesting, advocating and demanding all have a role as forms of sol-
idarity and of social mobilising. Activism here compels the parameter of 
space and time2 to establish a base on which to situate contemporary strug-
gles; to establish the way in which they interplay with each other, in which 
struggles interconnect, how they interact as a process of interlacing com-
munity actions and the organisation of social movements. The “interlacing 
threads” (Ventura 2022), as shown in the case studies of the book; enable 
an expression of each spatial-temporal singularity.  

This book investigates the ways in which historical knowledge sup-
ports current activism and advocacy in Morocco3. The chapters give 
presentations on how their work on the historical question and how their 

 
you analyse Spanish militarism in the Spanish protectorate in Morocco, you frequently 
develop the weight of a certain mentality (especially on the African military), and fre-
quently highlight the image of that military Spain in the Rif, but were not all colonialisms 
hypermilitary? (…) The homeland (patria) concept of a colonised people is not the same 
as that of a European colonising people. The concept of the European nation is a concept 
that denotes superiority. On the other hand, for colonised countries, the concept of the 
‘watan’ (nation) is a concept of getting rid of the countries that dominate, of imperial 
countries. (…) That gridded view was used by anthropologist David Montgomery Hart, 
in reference to the Spanish military. As you know, I had a great admiration, as he did for 
Emilio Blanco Izaga, who had conducted studies on the Rif. For Hart, it coincides with 
his segmentalist thesis of society. (…) Spain assumes the protectorate as a sublease from 
France, but Spain did not have the economic capacity (…) France had a strategic Liautey 
method, they called ‘la tâche d’huile’ (the oil stain), thus gaining the population little by 
little, in contrast to the methods used by the Spanish, who tried to buy the qaids. And 
that he used these kinds of slogans: Our enemy of today can be our friend of tomorrow” 
(Interview with Maria Rosa de Madariaga, Ribas-Mateos 2021) 

2  We could introduce the concept of ‘multiversum’ here. In the work of Ernst Bloch, ‘mul-
tiversum’ is associated with a critique of linear progress and Eurocentric evolutionism. 
The multiversum can also receive political and historical applications. It reflects the par-
adox of a unity that does not subsume the multiple, but consists of the difference, of the 
different temporalities (and histories, narratives) that recreate closed totalities (Ventura 
2022). 

3  Several historians have worked on urban revolts. Ira Marvin Lapidus undertook remark-
able work on Muslim towns in the medieval period (Muslim Cities in the Later Middle 
Ages, Harvard University Press, 1967). More recently, in 2009, and edited by Christian 
Lange and Maribel Fierro, Public Violence in Islamic Societies: Power, Discipline, and 
the Construction of the Public Sphere, 7th–19th Centuries CE, Edinbugh, addresses this 
question both for Saadian Morocco (Fernando Rodríguez Mediano) and Alaouite Mo-
rocco, before and after the protectorate treaty (Manuela Marín). 
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selected case considers questions of authority and the challenges of histor-
ically-informed organising, and how that case has grappled with questions 
of the way history informs and empowers current activism. We reflectively 
think this way when debating the historical truth, when debating breaking 
the silence surrounding the use of iperita gas in the Rif, or when we con-
sider the struggle of the families of political prisoners (Chafai 2021).  

What is at stake in such historically informed activism and advocacy 
in contemporary Morocco? Critical interrogation is not simply revisiting 
these terms to theorise what place they might occupy in a contemporary 
debate, but rather to see if there is a new conceptualisation of the original 
terms and contradictions today. For example, in women’s studies we can 
see how the first, second and third waves of feminism have given histori-
cally different forms to today’s activism.  

Research on social movements cannot be limited to situating their 
object in the immediate context; instead, the true subject of study is society 
as a historical problem. The compendium of efforts in the book contribute 
in different ways to describing the complex attempts to transcend this sep-
aration of approaches, presenting perspectives, methodologies and direct 
applications for the study of power relations and systems of social classifi-
cation, paying special attention to the reconstruction of colonial situations 
and emergent social movements today. Logically, researchers in the book 
face the challenge of memory—often violent, even legitimised violence, 
and extreme violence—but also the challenge of understanding history and 
its intersection with spatial urban power4. For much of the 20th century, 
the field of ‘historically informed activism’ has defined its research through 
a series of contrasted geographical settings. Urban life had been mainly op-
posed to the rural and peri-urban areas, particularly in the Maghreb. Fur-
thermore, research conducted in this book is not only biased by the urban 
representation, as we can see in the various chapters, but also because the 
North has been amply studied. On the positive side, this somehow replaces 

 
4  “We’ve waited a long time to have a good quality book in the puplic space, with a per-

spective of colonial studies, subaltern dynamism, transborder activism” (Ksikes 2021, 
during the launch of the first version of the book in Spanish). 
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a niche of study in the historiography of Morocco, which focused less on 
the case of the North of Morocco, the Chamal.  

What problematisations does this book present? The first critical 
problem encountered in this work is the way of dealing with the past. If 
authors in this book have chosen to immerse themselves in this imbroglio, 
it is because they believe that it is possible to learn from thinking about the 
past as an ethnographic/historical/sociological problem, a strange other, 
and to reflect on the present time as a historical problem. Therefore, the 
starting point of this book is an epistemological problem that has yet to be 
resolved: the way in which human beings in their cultural diversity inter-
pret time and divide it into ‘past’, ‘present’ and ‘future’ as one of the main 
concerns of how to think about the present moment, or as Coello and 
Mateo, would put it, in the ethnographic present (Coello and Mateo 2020), 
or in this case, the activist’s presence in 20th century Morocco (Feliu 2022) 
and its continuity in neoliberal times (Camps 20225). 

Any critical reflection on historical activism must also address the 
fact that the epistemological problems analysed here are intertwined with 
widely known ethical factors and political biases: how does the present af-
fect the way of reconstructing the past and what role does this view of the 
past and of history itself play? The creation of the past as an object is an 
absolutely relevant challenge; the construction of the nation, of an ethnic-
ity, of a religious group, debates about genocides, conflicts from the past 
and memory are all examples of this challenge. 

The second problem is methodological. The book describes the com-
plex attempts to present perspectives, methodologies and direct applica-
tions in the study of power relations and systems of social classification, 
paying special attention to the reconstruction of colonial situations. This 
book presents dialectical methodologies for the study of human relations, 
showing the variants at play, trying to go beyond not so much the 

 
5  How does the private provision of security relate to an authoritarian regime? By consid-

ering security as a changing social practice, embedded in a historical approach in the 
case of Morocco and by taking an international socio-political approach to neoliberal 
times.  
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ambivalences as the dualisms (nature-culture, subject-structure, tradition-
modernity6), but rather focusing on multi-faceted power relations. 

The study of power is central to this work because we consider it one 
of the engines of history, beyond focuses that are materialist or symbolist, 
agential or structuralist. In all these perspectives, the dimension of power 
emerges, shaping unequal relationships in the sexual division of work, in 
the organisation of subsistence, in redistribution and, obviously, in the 
forms of social organisation. Power7 also exists in the forms of symbolic 
significance found in the world, through legitimation and the social strug-
gle to answer it and to define the world itself.  

The third problem is identifying the key actor8. Another of the com-
mon themes that runs through this book is the consideration of the history 
of the excluded. Contributions to microhistory such as Carlo Ginzburg 
(1976, 1993) have made it possible to incorporate plebeian (or subaltern) 
sectors into the historical drama, including the case of women. The em-
phasis here was on popular culture that did not seek to analyse tradition, 

 
6  We could add many more: modernity movement/traditionalism-staticism (or even mo-

dernity presented in patchwork form within a plural temporality, as Tozy, 2021, men-
tions), immobilisation (political repression and stereotyped poverty)/processual vision, 
dominant knowledge versus peripheral knowledge (Arabic sources), double colonial-
ism-single colonialism, siba/makhzen etc. 

7  The structure of the regime in power has a direct impact on both the type of regime 
response (strategy) and its possibility of survival (control of resources and capacities), as 
well as the configuration and dynamics of the mobilization. Different regime models 
provoke different reactions that, in turn, affect the dynamics and chances of success of 
social mobilizations. Thus, these dynamics can become a comparative tool in helping us 
understand why revolts have different processes and results. It is not enough to focus on 
apparent processes of democratization; the analysis extends to the entire power regime, 
not just the political. In this sense, the extension of the analysis to cover all actors and 
resources involved in the power regime, complements and enriches the analyses of the 
political system. As a response, resistances are related to the processes of accumulation 
(economic, political, ideological etc.), by the elites and, ahead of these processes, to the 
population’s objectives of improving their living conditions. Resistances mainly occur 
against these dominant processes of power accumulation. 

8  We also have to be careful. It is not only city dwellers who are the main actors in the 
urban revolts. In 1907, in Casablanca, rural notables were involved. Failure to grasp a 
detailed insight into the psychology of the time will prevent the understanding of the 
failure of this revolt and the fact that a year later the consequences were no longer visible, 
at least not materially.  
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understood as the persistence of traditional ways of life, but rather the cul-
tural practices and forms that had been actively marginalised by the dom-
inant culture. 

Saïd Bennis has recently published a text (in Arabic) addressing many 
of these issues which, in its preface, opens with: “tasâwulât h’awul mafhûm”, 
“al-châr’a al-Îh'tijâjî”, which deals with the concept of protest in Morocco. 
Among other issues, it questions the extent to which the space of protest 
can contain diversity and corporate pluralism, be a factor of reinforcement 
and internalisation of coexistence and social ties, or on the contrary, act as 
a factor in the dismantling of coexistence, in the deepening of distance and 
in the promotion of logics of confrontation on new bases. What can be 
done to convert the space of protest into one of identity renewal, of histor-
ical and linguistic affiliations? 

How can the data and facts collected in the various forms of revolts 
be classified (populist, political, religious, secular, cultural, ideological, rev-
olutionary, or are they a mix of these forms)? Will it depend on the type of 
actor, protester profile, or the nature of the demands raised? We will next 
consider two key examples of how some of the questions that arise in the 
book may be approached; firstly, in reference to the city as a key space of 
revolt, and secondly, in reference to the feminist struggle9. 

2. Cities as Places of Resistance 

Several chapters intersect in their articulation of certain core theoretical 
arguments such as the key dimension of sociospatial relations under capi-
talism, or the intensification of flexible multiscalar epistemologies (Bren-
ner 2019) within hierarchical arrangements of the socio-political struggle 
during the 20th century.  

The vision of the urban was famously represented in Burges’ classic 
concentric rings diagram from Chicago in 1921. From the urban worlds 
developed by the Chicago School to the elaboration of Global Cities, we 

 
9  In this respect, see the ways of transnational feminism as a question of contemporary 

change by the action of engaged networks (eg, Mujeres 24/FLDF-Oxfam Maroc), with 
Moroccan strawberry pickers in Huelva (Escrivá 2021). 
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can examine a number of questions regarding the role citizens play. We 
mainly refer to the citizenship characteristics defined by the Chicago 
School with regard to individualism and anonymity and leaving behind 
communitarianism. The city has long been a strategic site for the explora-
tion of major subjects confronting society. In the first half of the 20th cen-
tury, the study of cities lay at the heart of sociology—evident in the work 
of Simmel, Weber, Benjamin, Lefebvre and the Chicago School. These so-
ciologists confronted massive processes: industrialisation, urbanisation, al-
ienation, and a new cultural formation they called “urbanity”. Studying the 
city meant studying the major social processes of an era. 

However such observations were mainly made in North America. It 
is principally in the works of the so-called Manchester School, where Brit-
ish sociologists working in the mid-20th century in Africa (especially in 
Southern Africa), had observed the profound urban character or ethnic 
links, as Portes had also done in the case of the urban enclave in Miami 
back in the 1990s. In the case of Southern Africa, they invented the city not 
in opposition to traditional social relations but reformulating and interact-
ing with them: they were embedded citizens inside the city. This view op-
posed the colonial vision of the ‘African’ as a mainly rural person (and fixed 
in a past without history, encapsulated as ‘indigène’). In this case, there were 
two main biases: that of the urban character of African societies, and the 
marginalisation of research from the Manchester School (see Mitchell 
1956), in favour of that by the Chicago School.  

Since the 1990s, the claim for rights in the world’s cities has spread in 
its convergence of forms related to human rights claims, environmentalist 
claims, urban poor and social movements (living conditions and human 
settlements), local policies and international policies. 

How do we see those aspects that are typically rendered invisible by 
modern narratives of development and urban competitiveness? In the early 
1900s, the city was a lens for understanding larger processes—but half a 
century later, it had lost that role. It was Jane Jacobs10 who taught us again 

 
10  She was known by her urban activism against the destruction of diversity and vitality of 

cities. 
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to view the city in a deeper, more complex way. She helped us re-emphasise 
dimensions that were usually excluded—or rather expelled—from general 
analyses of the urban economy. Indeed, we can imagine she would have 
affirmed without a shadow of a doubt that, no matter how electronic and 
global the city might one day become, it still has to be ‘made’—and therein 
lies the importance of place.  

The container of the city—embedded within a dynamically whole 
‘city dominant’ approach—has lasted for a long time. In such a dominant 
approach, Global Cities are not only operative spaces for transnational 
firms, but also spaces for activism. The powerless in the cities gain from 
multi-sited digital platforms, and the feeling that they are part of a bigger 
community. In this sense, the new paradigm of the Global Cities has also 
relegated the role of cities in the South. These ‘global cities’ are placed in-
side a hierarchy of the main global cities (London, New York, Tokyo), while 
the internal global cities in the South have been relegated in the hierarchy 
of power and also in terms of the attention research has afforded them. 

Cities do not seem to have any choice other than to become more 
competitive, more ‘global’, more modern, more developed; see, for exam-
ple, the new urban projects in the cities of Casablanca, Rabat, and Tangier 
in neoliberal times. As a consequence, in addition to the global injustice in 
the cities of the South there are other types of injustice regarding the impact 
of the population of neglected neighbourhoods, so researchers from the 
urban South are often excluded from theoretical debates, and solutions 
have to be found in the new forms of activism. So in the future, we hope 
activism will be increasingly built up around a form of historically in-
formed activism.  
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3. Women as Actors of Resistance 

“Of course, by focusing on the stories of key women of 
the national movement and the armed resistance, the 
book leaves out other stories, other points of view. We 
have not heard much from men, and nothing from the 
colonisers, the Moroccans who worked with them, or mi-
nority groups like Moroccan Jews or Algerians living in 
Morocco. We will not hear anything from rural women 
(women of the Rif, Middle Atlas or the Ait Baamrane of 
the South), the population that many Moroccans con-
sider to be the real fighters of the resistance”  
Baker 1998:3). 

Across Morocco, Tunisia and Algeria, the 20th century witnessed the emer-
gence of individual women as political actors, as a category of political and 
social actors, and women (or “the woman question”) as a theme for politi-
cal action across North Africa. This history is intertwined with, and for a 
long time overshadowed by colonialism, nationalism, and postcolonial 
state-building processes. Prior to the 20th century, the women who have a 
place in historical records are almost exclusively those from elite families11. 
There are examples of the Amazigh warrior Queen Kahina leading the re-
sistance in the 7th century or Sayyida al-Hurra of Tetouan.  

By visualising the role of women, we can explore the emergence of 
individual women as political and social actors, as well as the stages of “the 
mobilisation of women as a group in the anti-colonial struggle, post-

 
11  The books ‘arguments point out the great structural transformations that have shaped 

the current power regimes. It takes a longue durée perspective, by understanding the 
emergence of capital and the state as central resources in the processes of power accu-
mulation, and how these resources and the elites compete for control, and influence so-
cial mobilizations. the fate of social mobilizations, and even revolutions, is directly 
linked to the strength of the elites they face, what some authors have called ‘the structure 
of opportunity’ (see Tilly, 2006 and Kriesi, 2004), which is directly linked to the degree 
of concentration of power. Social mobilization is always embedded within a relationship 
of power, and as such is influenced by all actors involved in it. And, as in any social 
relationship, it is the actors with the greatest power that influence the most in their dy-
namics. These claim-making acts, collective or individual, have both practical and policy 
implications. Through direct action, people make themselves heard; they create realities 
on the ground that the authorities sooner or later have to come to terms with. 
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colonial state feminism and then a shift towards women speaking, writing 
and organizing themselves”. Women’s place in Moroccan history, especially 
during the Protectorate period, remains virtually invisible. The few writ-
ings devoted to it have concluded that there is very little recognition of 
women’s role in the anti-colonial struggle through both nationalist history 
and memory.  

When mentioned in the writings of male nationalists who have left 
traces, women are most often anonymous. In these accounts of nationalist 
memories, women are represented first as an object of prohibition (they 
were forbidden from visiting the Saints, for example). This is the Salafist 
reformist discourse. They are then considered as an object of reflection 
around the nation, in relation to the question of their own education, and 
education on which the nation’s children depend for their own education. 
Woman, a term used here in the singular, appears as an object in a reformist 
petition signed by 400 people, and produced by the fassies notabilities, ad-
dressed to their municipal council in 1928. The document is preserved, 
translated and presented by Jacques Berque, the sociologist-colonial ad-
ministrator. The reduction in women’s places and rituals, their circulation 
in the outer space, the imposition of more ḥudūd (borders in the sense of 
Mernissi), give us an image of this religious reformism as it was practised 
at the time.  

Gradually women moved from this category of thought, as well as 
from being an object of colonial and nationalist politics, to become a sub-
ject of their own individuality; that is to say, a politically conscious actor. 
Such dynamics started during the struggle against colonialism. Moroccan 
women participated in both the armed resistance (in cities and in the coun-
tryside) and in urban political resistance. Social class, educational back-
ground, activist trajectory, and the post-independence destiny of women 
in the urban political resistance differed from those of women in the armed 
resistance. In the latter case, women came from modest rural families 
newly established in the cities, while the women active in political re-
sistance were from educated, urban, notable families.  
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Following independence, Moroccan women who had participated in 
the anti-colonial armed struggle returned to their previous roles and lives 
while those engaged in political parties and NGOs (from the end of the 
1990s) continued their emancipation and activism. Post-independence 
structural dynamics in Morocco showed increased access for women to ed-
ucation, a visibility of pioneering female ‘models’ and principally the crea-
tion of structures to sustain female activism.  

Women who had been socialised in the women’s sections of political 
parties (PI, PDI or PCM), many of whom already had socioeconomic and 
educational capital, continued to be activists within these parties, focusing 
particularly on education and social actions. For working-class women, the 
Progressive Union of Moroccan Women was created in 1962 as part of the 
Moroccan Workers’ Union (UMT), which was under state control. The so-
cio-political situation from 1965 onwards, with a series of protests in Cas-
ablanca and other towns and cities, led to a clampdown on political free-
dom. It was in this context that Moroccan state feminism emerged through 
the creation of the National Union of the Women of Morocco (Union Na-
tionale des Femmes du Maroc, al-Itihad al-Watani lil-Nsā’ al-Maghrib, 
UNFM) in 1969. 

From the late 1970s onwards, there was considerable political open-
ness which allowed political parties of the opposition to resume their ac-
tivities and particularly to call upon their female members to organise 
themselves in women’s sections. From the mid-1980s, autonomous femi-
nist associations which explicitly focused on women’s rights and gender 
power relations would begin to emerge: examples include the Democratic 
Association of Women of Morocco (1985), The Feminist Action Union 
(1987), the Association for the Defence of Women’s Rights (1992), the 
Democratic League of Women’s Rights (1993), and Jossour, Forum for Mo-
roccan Women (1995). This emergence was supported by activists’ desire 
to make their own demands, speak in their own words, and organise them-
selves in ways different to those of the women’s sections in political parties 
and trade unions. It should be noted that in such spaces, women’s specific 
grievances were often ignored or taken as secondary.  
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From the late 1980s and early 1990s onwards, women activists made 
women’s lives much more publicly visible by writing and speaking for 
themselves, as well as forming their own activist groups to articulate and 
claim their specific demands in an innovative way. Such visibility is due to 
many social transformations, among them women’s growing access to pri-
mary, secondary, and higher education as well as the marketplace. The 
work of Fatima Mernissi and a group of scholars around her project was a 
turning point at that period. Many writings, including platforms such as 
magazines, were used to give voices to Moroccan women from different 
sides, including rural women and women in history.  

In terms of political activism, the main focus of the first women’s 
NGOS during the 1980s and 1990s was to reform the 1957 Personal Status 
Code (Moudawana), perceived as reducing women to a subordinate status. 
The process of such reform began with a movement led by l’Union de l’Ac-
tion Féminine with the support of a number of allies, and showed the use 
of new repertoires of action such as the 1992 One Million Signatures peti-
tion.  

The 1990s witnessed a great debate between two feminisms in Mo-
rocco condensed as modernist and Islamist in a polarised societal debate 
around the National Plan for the Integration of Woman to Development. 
Two major demonstrations were organised by both sides either to defend 
or resist the Plan. In the end, King Mohammed VI established a commis-
sion for reformation of the Family Code (see the chapter by Pérez and 
Amoretti).  

We should also note the plurality of women’s movements in Morocco. 
The emergence of an ‘Islamic feminism’ is noticeable via many dynamics 
including the emergence of structures and individual intellectuals as well 
as public policies. Women have been active in Al Adl wal-Ihsane since the 
1980s, and the women’s section of this NGO was officially created in 1998. 
Al-Adl women, as well as other Islamic intellectuals such as Asma 
Lamrabet, have engaged in ijtihad (the effort to reinterpret and recontex-
tualise religious texts) to demonstrate that discrimination against women, 
both in the family and in wider society, is the result of men’s actions, not 
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scripture. Since the 2000s, a state version of ‘reformist feminism’—formu-
lated with the aim of creating the image of a ‘moderate Moroccan Islam’ for 
local and international audiences—has also emerged. For instance, the 
State-sponsored murshidat (female religious guides) are sent around Mo-
rocco to explain a ‘correct version’ of Islam. The fact that these are women 
in positions of religious authority speaking to other women, without men 
as intermediaries, is a prominent rupture. The question remains whether 
the murshidat will promote a less conservative version of Islam than men 
do.  

During the so-called Arab Spring, a new feminism emerged among 
younger generations who criticised previous women’s activism as reduc-
tionist since it views Moroccan women as a homogenised group, neglecting 
disparities among women from rural and urban areas, as well as from dif-
ferent classes. To sum up, recent publications studying gender dynamics in 
Morocco show new categories of women activists. This can be seen in the 
case of the Soulaliyats, a women’s movement claiming their rights over col-
lective lands and fighting against land dispossession (see the chapter by 
Ramírez, and also Ait Mous and Berriane 2016). 

4. What’s Next? 

The 22 essays in this volume illustrate some of the ideas discussed here. 
First, the historical process is marked by a distinctive kind of temporality 
exposed in different periods inside the book. This temporality is multi-lev-
elled and subject to different rates of acceleration and deceleration 
(Koselleck 2002), and functions not only as a matrix within which histori-
cal events occur but also as an informed source in the determination of the 
present reality of activism today (see for example the figure of Abdelkrim). 
Consequently, historiography is here able to build a general discourse, an 
informed narrative in the discovery of both society and knowledge, as solid 
bases for an informed activism.  

The book approaches new debates. Their main objective, as academic 
activists, is to highlight through this publication the need to learn from 
each other’s struggles, practice, debates, reflections—as well as sharing and 
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documenting different experiences. How are social movements generated, 
how do they develop? How are they repressed? How do they die? What 
enables them to move beyond borders (Morocco or the Arab World)? What 
prevents them? What is their current shape, singularity, and when do they 
collapse? How do their original framed ideas, structures and social prac-
tices directly or indirectly affect their results in society? How can they best 
handle encounters with the authoritarian state and with the articulation 
with global capitalism? Bearing all these questions in mind, the book seeks 
answers, answers designed to provide a “longue durée perspective”, answers 
researched and elaborated by academics who are also activists. 

The book also approaches new perspectives on the understanding of 
global movements that are rooted in history but have become active in ne-
oliberal times. The book contains both academic knowledge and solid 
grounding for activist-oriented political action. With this book we address 
a key issue in the contemporary transformation of world politics. It shows 
how the need to research and think matches academic knowledge, through 
theoretical and empirical exploration, with key action in social movements. 
It also goes beyond Mediterranean societies to connect social movement-
activists and globalisation perspectives. 
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Structure of the Book 

The following chapters on social mobilization in Morocco highlight activ-
ist and engaged academic research in social movements as well as use mul-
tidisciplinary tools and methodologies (from anthropology, geography, 
history, and international relations). The privileged theoretical and meth-
odological framework used conforms with a crossroads between public 
policy approaches, the sociology of power and the theory of social move-
ments and the practicalities of such social movements, with close links to 
activism, especially since the Arab Spring. 

Particularly, regarding the following dimensions: growing inequali-
ties, unemployment, fiscal crisis, corruption, access to public health and 
social services, environmental crisis, food and water scarcity, social control, 
censorship and repression, violence (state violence, armed conflicts, etc.), 
political representation, participation, regimes’ legitimacy crisis, identity 
politics, sectarisation, migration, borders and mobility. 

The selection of the twenty-two cases of popular revolts collected of-
fers a rich diversity of actors and casuistic with a varied geographical rep-
resentation, including urban, rural and peripheral. Thus, the main enclaves 
present in the work are: 

CASABLANCA (1907, 1965 and 2000), FES (1907 and 1990), the 
EASTERN RIF (1909, 1921, 1958, 1984 and 2004), MEKNES (1937 and 
2011), TANGIER (1952, 2011 and 2015), SALÉ and its surroundings (1930 
and 2008), TAZA (1915) and IMIDER (2011). 

The different chapters of the book are distributed into four different 
parts and they stimulate different reflections on the idea of social mobili-
sations from a theoretical and empirical point of view, by questioning and 
problematizing the understanding and framing of social movements from 
a historical perspective in different periods that conform the four different 
parts book:  
  


