
The Legacy of the 
Trump Administration
A Disruptive Presidency
Edited by 
Michael Grossman · Francis Schortgen
Ronald Eric Matthews Jr.
David B. Cohen

THE EVOLVING AMERICAN PRESIDENCY



The Evolving American Presidency

Series Editors
Michael A. Genovese, Political Science & International Relations, Loyola

Marymount University, Los Angeles, CA, USA
Todd L. Belt, Graduate School of Political Management, George

Washington University, Washington, DC, USA



This series is stimulated by the clash between the presidency as invented
and the presidency as it has developed. Over time, the presidency has
evolved and grown in power, expectations, responsibilities, and authority.
Adding to the power of the presidency have been wars, crises, depressions,
industrialization. The importance and power of the modern presidency
makes understanding it so vital. How presidents resolve challenges and
paradoxes of high expectations with limited constitutional resources is the
central issue in modern governance and the central theme of this book
series.



Michael Grossman · Francis Schortgen ·
Ronald Eric Matthews Jr. ·David B. Cohen

Editors

The Legacy
of the Trump
Administration

A Disruptive Presidency



Editors
Michael Grossman
Department of Social Sciences
University of Mount Union
Alliance, OH, USA

Ronald Eric Matthews Jr.
Thiel College
Greenville, PA, USA

Francis Schortgen
The University of Utah, Asia Campus
Incheon, South Korea

David B. Cohen
Department of Political Science
University of Akron
Akron, OH, USA

ISSN 2945-6150 ISSN 2945-6169 (electronic)
The Evolving American Presidency
ISBN 978-3-031-65246-2 ISBN 978-3-031-65247-9 (eBook)
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-65247-9

© The Editor(s) (if applicable) and The Author(s), under exclusive license to Springer
Nature Switzerland AG 2024

This work is subject to copyright. All rights are solely and exclusively licensed by the
Publisher, whether the whole or part of the material is concerned, specifically the rights
of translation, reprinting, reuse of illustrations, recitation, broadcasting, reproduction on
microfilms or in any other physical way, and transmission or information storage and
retrieval, electronic adaptation, computer software, or by similar or dissimilar methodology
now known or hereafter developed.
The use of general descriptive names, registered names, trademarks, service marks, etc.
in this publication does not imply, even in the absence of a specific statement, that such
names are exempt from the relevant protective laws and regulations and therefore free for
general use.
The publisher, the authors and the editors are safe to assume that the advice and informa-
tion in this book are believed to be true and accurate at the date of publication. Neither
the publisher nor the authors or the editors give a warranty, expressed or implied, with
respect to the material contained herein or for any errors or omissions that may have been
made. The publisher remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in published maps
and institutional affiliations.

Cover credit: DOD Photo/Alamy Stock Photo

This Palgrave Macmillan imprint is published by the registered company Springer Nature
Switzerland AG
The registered company address is: Gewerbestrasse 11, 6330 Cham, Switzerland

If disposing of this product, please recycle the paper.

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-65247-9


Preface

The presidency of Donald J. Trump, arguably, represents one of the most
turbulent periods in modern American history. With no prior political
experience, the businessman and television personality defied all expec-
tations to become the 45th President of the United States. Fueled by
a populist wave that hit home with many voters who had become disen-
franchised with the political establishment, Trump’s unexpected victory in
2016, ushered in an era marked by significant policy shifts, international
controversies, and domestic upheaval.

As Donald Trump, once again begins his run to return to the presi-
dency, his tenure in the White House has been a subject of intense debate
and scrutiny. In April 2023, two years after Trump had left office, more
than 100 political scholars, students, and members of the press came
together at the University of Mount Union to discuss the leadership and
legacy of this controversial president.

This conference was the third such gathering, following similar confer-
ences on George W. Bush and Barack Obama. The goal of the conference
was to provide a balanced and nuanced account of Donald J. Trump’s
presidency. By examining the policies and the broader context of his
administration, the gathering sought to offer insights into one of the most
significant and polarizing eras in American history and to understand the
complexities of Trump’s impact and enduring legacy.

The chapters in this book represent only some of the papers presented
at the conference. Providing a look at both the broader trends as well as
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vi PREFACE

specific policies, the authors in this volume allow us further insights into
one of the most controversial presidents in American history.

As we begin this assessment, we would like to acknowledge the partic-
ipation of all those who attended and presented at the conference. While
we were unable to include all their papers, their participation made this
conference one of the most memorable. We also want to thank Major
Garrett, Don Ganyea, Anna Huntsman, Christopher Banks, Lara M.
Brown, Richard Conley, Karen Kessler, Mitchell McKinney, and Christo-
pher J. (“C.J.”) Peters. These scholars and members of the press added
to the richness of the conference.

Finally, we want to acknowledge the support of the University of
Mount Union and the University of Akron’s Bliss Institute. The support
our institutions provided has made these conferences possible. Most
importantly, we want to acknowledge the work of our student volunteers
who helped run the conference.

Alliance, USA
Yeonsu-Gu, Korea (Republic of)
Greenville, USA
Akron, USA

Michael Grossman
Francis Schortgen

Ronald Eric Matthews Jr.
David B. Cohen
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CHAPTER 1

Introduction: The Voice of the Deplorables

Ronald Eric Matthews Jr., Michael Grossman,
Francis Schortgen, and David B. Cohen

In the spring of 1960, two young women living on the verge of poverty
in a rural community in the Deep South drove to their local Board of
Elections Office to register to vote in their first presidential election.
Mesmerized by John F. Kennedy, a charismatic politician of inherited
wealth and status, they envisioned an opportunity to step into the main-
stream, to vote for an individual who was going to help them achieve a
level of status never felt in their household before and to make a better
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2 R. E. MATTHEWS JR. ET AL.

life for their young family. They were inspired by the idea that they, too,
could own a piece of Camelot and that they could play a role in making
America great.

They left the Board of Elections Office that day without a voter regis-
tration card. Their enthusiasm for government and politics was quickly
dashed when they could not answer simple questions about their polit-
ical party affiliation. Were they Republican or Democrat? When their
extremely limited knowledge of the political process became evident by
their response (“Baptist”), they were instructed to come back when they
“knew what they were.”

As the mother of one of the authors recounts the story 63 years later,
the message to them was clear: government, politics, and the Amer-
ican Dream are not in your future. Government is for the elite. While
her enthusiasm for voting would return, her excitement for the process
became more cyclic and transitional. She supported the conservative views
of Dixiecrat-turned-Republican Senator Jesse Helms and voted for Pres-
ident Jimmy Carter with whom she felt she had a connection as it
pertained to her simple views about patriotic America, working hard, and
living a simple life.

Using her first experience at the Board of Elections as motivation, she
became a regular patron of the voting booth and supported the working-
class values approach of Ronald Reagan and the idea of ending welfare as
we know it. She supported the idea of returning integrity to the Office
of the President and the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan during the George
W. Bush era.

In 2016, she, like many others in the United States, became enthu-
siastic about another charismatic politician, like Kennedy, with inherited
wealth and status. An individual who promised to “Make America Great
Again.” To be the voice of those who have been ignored and sent to
the margins. A voice for the voiceless. Industrious Americans who were
seeing their tax dollars spent to support illegal immigration, liberal policy
issues and attacks on their way of life. One who would “drain the swamp”
and put an end to all the nonsense. And their feelings solidified and
boiled over when the Democratic presidential nominee, Hillary Clinton,
delivered a speech referring to them as a “basket of deplorables” (Reilly
2016). Donald Trump, the Republican presidential candidate, seized the
moment and in so doing began to solidify and finalize a period of political
realignment that had started decades before (Aistrup et al. 2023).
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Appearing at a press conference days after Clinton’s speech was publi-
cized, Trump hit the proverbial cord with Americans who had been
searching for a leader:

Hillary Clinton is an insider supported by powerful insiders attacking
Americans who have absolutely no political power. Hillary Clinton spoke
with hatred and derision for the people who make this country run. She
spoke with contempt for the people who thanklessly follow the rules, pay
their taxes, and scratch out a living for their family, a hard-earned living,
too. While Hillary Clinton lives a sequestered life behind gates, walls, and
guards, she mocks and demeans hardworking Americans who only want
their own families to enjoy a fraction of the security enjoyed by our politi-
cians. After months of hiding from the press, Hillary Clinton has revealed
her true thoughts -- that was her true thoughts. She revealed herself to be
a person who looks down on the proud citizens of our country as subjects
for her rule. She views it as her rule. (Trump 2016)

Trump supporters rallied around his populist message and made their
voices heard in a way that left political observers scratching their heads in
disbelief.

As analysts began to decipher the voter turnout, several important
observations became clearer. Notably, among white voters, Clinton was
unable to capitalize on the coalition Barack Obama had constructed
eight years earlier to capture the White House. Figure 1.1 shows that
among the white electorate, that collectively accounted for 71% of all
voters, Trump carried white women by 9% (52%–43%); among white men,
Trump annihilated Clinton two to one (CNN Exit Polls 2016).

While it is true that Clinton won the popular vote by nearly three
million votes, the Electoral College cocktail Trump constructed consisted
of stalwart conservative states plus the battleground states of Pennsyl-
vania, Michigan, Ohio, and Wisconsin—four states with large populations
of white non-college graduates. Many of these voters associated them-
selves with Clinton’s “basket of deplorables.” Figure 1.2 shows that
Trump’s strongest base of support was among men without a college
degree who supported him 71% to Clinton’s 23% and white women
without a college degree, 61% to 34%.

PBS Politics (2016) postulates that Trump’s surprising victory was no
surprise at all but rather a calculated approach based on populist rhetoric
that effectively completed a political realignment that had begun decades
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Fig. 1.1 Voter share by race/gender, 2016 presidential election (Source CNN
2016)

Fig. 1.2 White voter turnout, 2016 presidential election (Source CNN 2016)


