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Preface

The present volume is the result of a conference held in May 2023 in
cooperation between the Institute for Digital Law Trier / Trier University
and the University of Würzburg, pursuing a common interest in a promin‐
ent yet elusive legal concept: confidentiality. The idea for the conference
arose from the fact that recent European legislation in different areas of
private law tends to emphasise transparency, seemingly to the detriment of
its counterpart confidentiality. With this dichotomy enticing discussions in
almost every sub-discipline of private law already, it seemed time to provide
an overarching, intra-disciplinary forum to identify recurring themes, com‐
mon lines of argument and general challenges in preserving confidentiality
in the digital age.

In line with the main areas of discussion, we have divided this volume
into three parts. The first part examines the theoretical and constitutional
foundations of confidentiality as a legal concept. In the second part, the
specific challenges to confidentiality in data and AI law come to the core.
Finally, the contributions in the third part focus on the role of confidential‐
ity in core areas of private and procedural law and its shift in the context of
technological developments.

As organisers of the conference and editors of this volume, we are in‐
debted to many people. First and foremost, we would like to express our
sincere gratitude to the contributors for their enthusiasm about the gener‐
al topic, for vivid and stimulating discussions at the conference, and for
their sustained dedication throughout the publication process. To Nomos
Publishing we owe thanks for the swift and professional publication of the
book as well as for sponsoring the conference. We would also like to thank
the Verein zur Förderung des Deutschen, Europäischen und Vergleichenden
Wirtschaftsrechts e.V. and the Trier University for their generous financial
support. Finally, our special thanks go to the team of both our junior
professorships: to Niklas Köny and Johanna Singer for their invaluable
support in staging the conference; and to Mona Al Rowas, Tristan Meier
and Silvia Giegbefumwen for their assistance in finalising the manuscript.

Trier/Würzburg, February 2024 Lea Katharina Kumkar and
Wiebke Voß
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