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FOREWORD

In the third decade of the twenty-first century, the forces of disorder
are challenging the world order in multiple domains. World politics
in the present era is marked by shifting global dynamics and the rise of
new power centres. As the world witnesses the emergence of new powers
seeking to assert their influence on the global stage, the stage is set for
a paradigm shift in terms of conflict in world politics. The spectre of
conflict looms large over different parts of the international landscape.
The ongoing conflicts in Ukraine and Gaza serve as stark reminders of
the potential for conflict escalation and the complex interplay of interests
among nations. The threat of a regional conflict expanding to become a
great power conflict is very real.

The presumptive ‘rules-based liberal world order’ that emerged after
the Second World War has changed irrevocably in the twenty-first century.
The number of major powers, including nuclear armed powers, has
increased in different regions of the world. The global architecture
constructed on the basis of a world controlled by a small number of
major powers in the Western hemisphere has become redundant in a
new world with many emerging powers that seek their rightful place
in the global discourse. The emerging powers seek their share of power in
the global system and their place on the high table. The existing system of
global governance faces a serious legitimacy crisis and there is an urgent
need to redesign the governance architecture to manage the complex
global power structure that exists today.
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As rising powers seek to challenge the hegemony of established
regional powers, the stage is set for conflict as each side perceives the
other’s actions as threatening. This dynamic is exacerbated by the quest
for regional hegemony, as rising powers seek to expand their influence and
alter the existing regional order to their advantage. The rapid growth of
emerging powers has the potential to disrupt the delicate balance of power
in the regional and international system, leading to increased tensions and
the possibility of conflict.

A key contribution of this book is its analysis of regional
dynamics, particularly the interactions between regional hegemons and
rising powers that mirror great power conflicts. This book delves
into the growing tensions between emerging powers and estab-
lished regional powers, shedding light on the underlying dynamics that
drive these conflicts. Drawing on a rich tapestry of theoretical frameworks
and empirical evidence, the authors present a compelling argument for a
new trend in world politics—the potential for great power wars sparked by
the rise of emerging powers. This book offers a timely and insightful anal-
ysis of great power-emerging power conflicts that are reshaping the world
order. By shedding light on the underlying dynamics of these conflicts, the
authors provide a valuable resource for scholars and policymakers seeking
to navigate the complex maze of contemporary international politics.

R. Sridhar

Vice Principal

Madras Christian College
Chennai, India



PREFACE

This book is about war. The world today is passing through a difficult
phase in its history where inter-state conflicts or war is gradually increasing
across regions in the world. The loss of lives and the human suffering that
is emerging through these conflicts is indeed perturbing. Should it spread
across all regions of the world, the devastation of life and property will be
unimaginable.

We think it necessary to make known to the reader the motivations
for taking a rather different view of inter-state conflicts that have been
hitherto discussed in numerous books that are available. When COVID-
19 was announced as a global pandemic, India and China for the first
time since 1962 witnessed blood being spilt in the Himalayan region.
The Galwan impasse that led to both countries’ soldiers engaging in
a street fight like brawl that saw twenty soldiers from the Indian side
and an unknown number of Chinese soldiers who were thrown off the
cliff, beaten to death with nail studded clubs and other unconventional
weapons is one of the reasons for this book to have been conceived.
Different perspectives emerged and theoretical analysis of the conflict
were presented to the world as to why this impasse is important to world
politics. Importantly, this fighting in the borders between Indian and
Chinese soldiers saw realism as the prominent theory that was being used
to interpret it. To be more precise the theory of offensive realism became
prominent in the discussion of the border dispute between India and
China. For us too offensive realism seemed to offer a more convincing
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analysis of the disputes that are present between India and China. This
book is therefore an extension of such conflicts between states which
can be seen and interpreted from a rather new perspective. We suggest
that these conflicts between states present a new trend of asymmetrical
conflicts that could possibly bring great powers into these conflicts and
thereby increase the possibility of great power confrontation in the future.

In the post-Second World War period asymmetrical conflicts, that
is, conflict between states with unequal power resources engage in war
became a trend. A few examples such as the Prussia-Austria, Hungary
and Turkey, Pakistan’s war with India, Sino-Indian war are indicative of
asymmetrical conflicts around the world. One of the important obser-
vations and interpretations that can be brought out of these conflicts is
that it suggests the fulfilment of the realist assumption that states seek
survival and in order to ensure survival states must acquire more power.
Thus, the quest for power also seems to be a cause for conflicts between
states. When a dominant power is challenged by a rising power, there is
the possibility that the dominant power would seek to preserve its status
or position by which it can reap the benefits that it would through the
preservation of its status. The rationale thus for this study comes with
the realization that although there are numerous studies that examine
great power conflicts and asymmetric conflicts in the world, conflicts
between emerging powers and great powers are a new trend seems to be
eluding the discourse on international conflicts in the world. We there-
fore engage with specific cases of conflicts in the world that includes the
US-China, US-Russia and the Sino-Indian rivalries to explain that these
asymmetrical rivalries could trigger a great power confrontation. The past
offers numerous examples of emerging powers and great powers or domi-
nant power engaging in war that has resulted in international political
change. Great power war brings change in the international system. Two
important consequences emerge through great power war: (i) the state
which has been hitherto the dominant power may be replaced or (ii)
the challenging state may be defeated and the status quo is sustained
until there arises another challenge to the dominant power. The above-
mentioned conflicts thus show that there is an emerging trend that great
power-emerging power conflicts are indeed a problem which needs to
be examined with greater emphasis. This study is therefore an attempt to
examine such conflicts in which emerging powers are becoming more and
more entangled in conflicts with great powers.
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We have greatly enjoyed writing this book which tries to explain and
define great powers and emerging powers and we hope that the reader
benefits from the assumptions that it makes to comprehend that this trend
of emerging power-great power conflicts is indeed an interesting field of
enquiry that needs more attention. Although in certain ways the study is
limited and may not be all encompassing, we hope that the book enables
the reader to acknowledge the emerging trend of international conflicts
and how it could transform itself into great power conflicts once again in
the world.

Chennai, India Haans J. Freddy
New Delhi, India V. Bijukumar
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CHAPTER 1

Introduction: Emerging Powers and Great
Powers

In today’s world, the possibility of war between states has increased at
an alarming rate. The war between Russia and Ukraine, Isracl-Palestine
war and the rise in tensions between Pakistan and Iran, North Korea and
South Korea are examples that draw our attention to these dangerous
problems that will have enduring consequences for the future of the
world. In general, international politics has been dominated by great
powers and smaller powers; emerging powers and middle powers have
had little say in it. Great powers have determined the rules of the game
and have in general decided who gets what since they have both constitu-
tive and distributive powers. Treaties such as Westphalia (1648), Utrecht
(1713), Vienna (1814), Berlin (1878), Versailles (1919) and Yalta and
Potsdam (1945) illustrate that great powers were in control of the rules
for the new state system that would be established in the post-war period
(Sweijs, 2010: 2). However, changes in the distribution of power among
states brought significant transformations in the political, economic and
military realms which had tremendous implications in the context of
distribution of power in the world (Gilpin, 1981: 1). Countries’ obses-
sion for power and with the rise of nations from the Global South, the
rise of China and other emerging powers have brought with it complexi-
ties and challenges to the existing world order. International relations as a
discipline has had to adapt itself to analyse these changes wherein, in the
context of power, new categorizations such as rising powers, emerging
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