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Foreword 

Always a pleasure when asked to write a forward for a book by authors, 
but for such a request to come from a mentee, is a double honour and a 
joy fulfilled. The book dwells on one of the most intractable and intricate 
security challenges in Nigeria, focussing on the entanglement underpin-
ning oil pipeline infrastructure insecurity and conflict in Nigeria’s historic 
Niger Delta region. The author shows this entanglement constituting 
a ‘Gordian knot’ of deeply interconnected social, economic, environ-
mental, political, and security challenges. Through extensive first-hand 
empirical research engaging an array of stakeholders on the ground, this 
eye-opening book provides illuminating and essential insights into the 
dynamics of these issues from the perspectives of those directly impacted. 
The in-depth interviews spanning key players ranging from impoverished 
community members to civil society activists, security forces, and oil 
company executives represent a profoundly valuable contribution distin-
guishing this text. Unlike abundant prior academic analysis of Nigeria’s 
petro-insecurity dilemmas which has relied on secondary data and macro 
analysis, this book uniquely prioritises amplifying the voices of those 
experiencing these challenges first-hand in the affected communities. 

Giving primacy to these local Niger Delta viewpoints enriches under-
standing of the context-specific frustrations and disparities which simmer 
below the surface before potentially manifesting in pipeline vandalism, oil 
bunkering, illegal refining, and the spectrum of threats to human and crit-
ical infrastructure security. Whether due to perceived social injustice and
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viii FOREWORD

economic marginalisation, the unbearable burden of the environmental 
impacts of incessant oil spills and gas flaring, or the rural perspectives 
revealed in this book, add essential nuance regarding what fuels regional 
instability and infrastructural risks. 

In addition to its empirical foregrounding of diverse qualitative insights 
from the bottom up, another signature hallmark of this text lies in its 
application of relevant theoretical propositions to logically explain the 
conflicts documented. The foundational Frustration-Aggression Displace-
ment Theory first posited by Yale sociologist John Dollard and extended 
more recently by criminologists and human security scholars provides 
a cogent explanatory framework. Within Nigeria’s oil-producing Delta 
communities long afflicted by abject poverty and lack of basic infrastruc-
ture despite providing the lion’s share of government foreign exchange 
revenues, this analytical model illuminates logical linkages in how chronic 
unresolved development grievances psychologically give rise to anger, 
then aggression, often directed through displacement at the structures 
of powerful external oil interests. 

As a compelling supplement to such established conceptual models, 
an additional seminal theoretical contribution of this text comes through 
the author’s proposed Community Neglect Aggression Displacement 
Theory. This integrates environmental considerations by highlighting 
how sustained degradation of the local livelihoods and ecology essen-
tial for subsistence fishing and farming also fans community frustrations 
which at boiling point bubble over into destructive backlash. Hence the 
book provides actionable policy insights by tracing a circular cascade 
spanning socio-economic and environmental drivers of perceived neglect, 
eliciting hostility channelled toward the infrastructure enabling exclusion 
amid plenty. 

For its grounded empirical enrichment of the discourse and novel theo-
retical explications, this book represents essential reading not only for 
academic researchers but for policymakers, development institutions, and 
industry leaders keen to get to grips with the ‘hydropolitics’ of energy 
insecurity. All have integral roles to play in dissolving rather than tight-
ening the ‘Gordian knots’ of risk. Indeed, objective diagnosis here of 
the underlying societal malaise points the compass for how remedial 
interventions ought to be reoriented toward actualising comprehensive 
seaport, rail, and road infrastructure modernisation for Niger Delta region 
and its infrastructure-deprived population. This blueprint articulated at 
the community level serves as a microcosm for the urgency of reforms
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from the highest levels of political leadership down to multinational oil 
conglomerates and even small-scale illegal bunkering entrepreneurs. What 
is clear in this book is how technical pipeline security solutions or rhetor-
ical amnesty gestures alone cannot hope to sustainably redress accelerating 
pressures without a holistic understanding of their root sociological and 
environmental drivers. 

The clarity of the book leads me to conclude that it contributes long 
overdue enlightened perspectives toward solving the notoriously complex 
security problems that have bedevilled the Niger Delta region of Nigeria 
for decades. Additionally, the transferable insights the book provides 
are of critical relevance from Latin America’s resource-rich Amazon to 
the Caspian’s hydrocarbon hotspots anywhere vulnerable populations 
perceive pipeline corridor protection initiatives as instruments of exclusion 
and socio-ecological subjugation. This is a book for state and non-state 
actors contending with local, national, regional, and global environmental 
degradation and attendant socio-economic and political effects. 

Prof. Obas John Ebohon 
Dean of the Academy for 

Sustainable Futures 
Canterbury Christ Church 

University 
Canterbury, Kent, UK



Preface 

This book explored the causes of onshore oil and gas pipeline infras-
tructure insecurity in Bayelsa state as a lens to understand the oil and 
gas infrastructure insecurity problems in the Niger Delta and the Global 
South. Its aim focused on the critical analysis of the vandalism of the 
Nembe Creek Trunk Line which has also experienced several oper-
ational blowouts. Although oil and gas infrastructure insecurity and 
pipeline vandalism in the Niger Delta has fascinated many scholars who 
have focused on the political and economic perspectives, and socio-
economic dimensions of the problem. Most scholars have shielded away 
from exploring a range of underlying socio-economic issues, poor gover-
nance, environmental conditions, and politics that are responsible for 
the vandalism of the NCTL. This book explored the borderline areas. 
It drew on inferences from both political socio-economic, and environ-
mental factors and linked them to structural issues to reveal the causes 
of onshore pipeline vandalism, and oil and gas infrastructure insecu-
rity in Nembe Bayelsa and most petrostates in the Global South. Many 
works of literature, documentary, and regulatory framework policies were 
reviewed, scrutinised, and analysed to have a broader understanding of oil 
and gas operations, and the dynamics of the insecurity problems in the 
sector. The book applied the frustration-aggression displacement theory 
to explain how various regulatory policy frameworks implemented by the 
oil and gas operators, the regulators, and the government represent the
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instrumental triggers that lead to anger and frustration resulting in aggres-
sion and vandalism. FADT is supported by a theoretical model called 
Community Neglect Aggression Displacement Theory. The proposed 
CNADT explains that the collective neglect to resolve the underlying 
socio-economic and environmental issues in communities led to poverty, 
unemployment, and a decrease in household incomes provoking anger 
and aggression that led to vandalism. FADT and CNADT established that 
a person, group, or community that has experienced extreme depravity, 
marginalisation, and obstruction to their source of wellbeing, happiness, 
and livelihood will be frustrated, angry, and turn to aggression. This 
book found that the heightened cases of pipeline vandalism and oil and 
gas insecurity problems in Nembe-Bayelsa, and most local communities 
across petrostates in the Global South are due to decades of collective 
neglect of many issues that concern local communities, poor governance, 
corruption, and environmental devastation. 

January 2024 Dr. Abdul L. Abraham Jatto, 
Ph.D., FHEA 

AdvanceHE Teaching Fellow 
in Politics & International 

Relations, Political Security/ 
Resilient Oil and Gas Security, 
Nigeria, Sub-Sahara Africa & 

Global South, UK
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CHAPTER 1  

Introduction 

Introductory Statement 

The novelty of this book is the 41 face-to-face professional and commu-
nity stakeholder interviews that validate the use of the Frustration-
Aggression Displacement Theory (FADT). Other scholars before now 
have neither interviewed this nature of population samples nor inter-
rogated a combination of this type of stakeholders, CSO, villagers, 
policymakers, or operators. Oil and gas exploration and production have 
led to many disparities in trickle-down socio-economic benefits between 
the privileged few and many host communities in Nigeria (Collier, 2007; 
Hammond, 2011: 348; Okonofua, 2016). An additional novelty of this 
book is its structured and systematic outlining of underlying root causes 
that trigger socio-economic, corruption, and organised crime, and cursed 
leadership factors that cause vandalism and insecurity of the NCTL 
onshore pipelines and oil and gas infrastructure. There is no isolated 
factor(s) that cause oil and gas pipeline vandalism. The problem is a 
combination of factor(s) that are reinforced by a combination of under-
lying issues as alluded to by Umar and Othman (2017). Evidence shows 
that other petrostates in the Global South such as Venezuela, Myanmar, 
and Angola to name a few experiences the same problems leading to 
tensions). Oil and gas and other extractive activities are responsible for 
the devastating environmental and negative human development incidents

© The Author(s), under exclusive license to Springer Nature 
Switzerland AG 2024 
A. L. A. Jatto, Oil and Gas Pipeline Infrastructure Insecurity, 
New Security Challenges, 
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-56932-6_1 
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ravaging many host communities in Nigeria and across many other coun-
tries in the Global South (Dodd & Merwe, 2019; Loft & Brien, 2023; 
Olawuyi, 2012; Onuoha, 2007, 2008; UNEP,  2012; UNSDG, 2016). 

This chapter provides a synopsised summary of onshore oil and gas 
pipeline vandalism and infrastructure insecurity problems in Bayelsa, 
Niger Delta region of Nigeria; threats, tensions; and conflicts which are 
problems also found in the Global South (Alagoa, 2005; Dollard et al., 
1939; Hammond, 2011; Igbinovia, 2014; Okumagba, 2013; Onuoha, 
2007, 2008). It discussed historical changes and challenges that occurred 
in the decades leading up to 2021 in the Nigeria petroleum industry. 
This is followed by an introductory search of some literature and a range 
of conceptual perspectives that herald many oil and gas exploration, and 
infrastructure security policies. The purpose, scope, and originality of this 
book are outlined across all sections of the book as demonstrated by 
the chosen research design strategy and data collection methods. This 
is followed by the concluding section which details a breakdown of the 
chapters and a summary of their content. 

The book uses Bayelsa Nembe Creek Trunk Line (NCTL), in Nigeria, 
as a lens to understand the various issues of vandalism, threats, tensions, 
and varying degrees of insecurity problems in most petrostates in the 
Global South. It deconstructs the “resource curse” hypothesis advanced 
by Collier (2007) and Ross (2012, 2015). It argues that the issues of 
socio-economic stagnation and conflicts in many Global South countries 
are not due to the natural resources under the soil that these countries 
are endowed with, far from it. The evidence presented throughout the 
book supports the conclusion that the cyclical nature with which incom-
petent political leaders emerge in the Global South, which has assumed a 
“leadership curse”, is the problem. The “curse” is the inability to break 
away from the negative trend of cases of incompetent political leaders in 
the Global South, like Myanmar. Who constantly create the impression 
of degrading the socio-economic opportunities for their citizens. This 
“curse” phenomenon also suggests that there is a supernatural power 
preventing the majority of citizens in Nigeria from comprehending the 
harm that the recycling of incompetent political leaders inflicts tensions, 
conflicts, and insecurity problems on them (Chapters 3, 4, 5, and  8). This 
book interrogates the views of different stakeholders to gauge their views, 
and those of professional civil society representatives working with the 
host communities, on the impact of collective neglect by the government 
and oil firms. This is to find out the underlying reasons for vandalism
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of the onshore NCTL oil and gas pipeline infrastructure in the Nembe 
case study area as well as explain reasons for other tensions leading to 
insecurity in Bayelsa state. 

The book is structured around two distinctive areas: (1) it starts with 
an analysis of oil and gas infrastructure insecurity in Nigeria and the 
Global South, its midstream and downstream petroleum regulatory poli-
cies and operational activities of oil and gas multinational organisations 
coupled with the security architecture deployed drawing on professional 
civil society organisations, partly discussed in Chapters 2, 3, 4 and 
throughout Chapter 6; and (2) a study of the impact of oil and gas 
regulatory policies and activities of multinational oil and gas operators 
on host communities, by interrogating representatives of local NGOs, 
discussed in Chapters 6, 7, and  8. It draws on this structure to advance 
three main arguments which are (1) the instrumental policies of the 
government and their implementation; (2) along with the non-adoption 
of best international practices and some unethical behaviours, by oil and 
gas multinationals and; (3) on top the devastating impact of oil activi-
ties on the environment, suffered by the communities, caused tensions 
between individuals, communities, oil companies, and the government 
which cascades to varying degree of insecurity problems. These tensions 
and their wider socio-economic impact on host communities are not 
isolated to Nigeria and Africa, but are also prevalent in many countries 
in the Global South (Collier, 2007; Hammond, 2011). 

The aims, objectives, and questions the book addresses are a reflection 
of the above two broad areas and the three arguments. Throughout the 
whole book chapters, the nexus between petroleum regulatory policies, 
security architecture, and the onshore pipeline structural resilience as well 
as the impact of oil and gas operations is considered. This book estab-
lished that the failure to address underlying causes of socio-economic, 
environmental, political, and poor governance issues makes resolving 
the insecurity problems difficult. Scholars have always focused on the 
symptoms, random and sometimes reactive government regulatory policy 
frameworks, and the operationalisation of the regulations by oil and gas 
multinational corporations. They neglect the views of different commu-
nity stakeholders and therefore fail to identify the underlying root causes 
of onshore pipeline vandalism in the Niger Delta. Reports, gazettes, and 
published statistical data in this area have neglected to undertake empir-
ical interviews with the stakeholders to gauge their perspectives on the 
impact of oil and gas activities and government policies on their lives and
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collective communities. Therefore, creating a substantial gap in the liter-
ature around the empirical data that highlights the underlying reasons 
that motivate communities to aggress against onshore oil and gas pipeline 
infrastructure in Nigeria’s Niger Delta, and other oil-producing countries 
in the Global South (Ross, 2012). 

The context for this book is thus set based on observed and identi-
fied gaps in the literature which is the neglect of the views of different 
stakeholders, particularly the Bayelsa community stakeholders. The book 
filled the gap in the literature by undertaking empirical fieldwork and 
engaging in face-to-face semi-structured interviews to gather data from 
41 different oil and gas and community stakeholders including profes-
sional civil society, security, and oil and gas executives. It draws on a 
variety of 41 respondents with representatives of oil and gas compa-
nies, security agencies, climate change and civil society/NGO professional 
representatives, community leaders, high-profile community members, 
and local environmental activists. It used the thematic analysis technique 
to analyse the patterns and themes that emerged from the qualitative data 
reduction, coding, and categorisation processes. Critical Discourse Anal-
ysis (CDA) was also used throughout the study as an analytical tool to 
explain the relationship between power, language, and social conflicts, as 
explained in detail in Chapter 5. The triangulation of thematic and critical 
discourse analysis enriched the outcome of the book, giving the student 
and reader a comprehensive understanding. Using both techniques did 
not reduce the relevance of any but corroborated the significance of the 
result. 

The data gathered supported the richness of this book and the argu-
ment made. The Frustration-Aggression-Displacement Theory (FADT) 
provides the theoretical and explanatory framework for the book (Dollard 
et al., 1939). Applying FADT theory to the data gathered illuminates 
a deeper understanding of the reasons and mechanisms by which the 
underlying causes of discontent and resentment are understood. Whether 
they be socio-economic, environmental, or political, and highlighting 
how this led some individuals and local communities to support violent 
aggression and vandalism of the NCTL pipelines. The book builds on 
and complements FADT by proposing the Community Neglect Aggres-
sion Displacement Theory-CNADT model (Bergstresser, 2017; Coleman, 
2015; Etemire,  2016; Etete, 2017; Okonta, 2016). Applying CNADT 
reveals deeper insight into why the aggressive reactions of some individ-
uals and local communities are predicated upon frustration and anger due
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to collective neglect and poor human development index that has been 
suffered in the case study area and the Global South for many decades. 
In short, the arguments put forward are that the negative impact of oil 
and gas extraction combined with the other underlying causes mentioned 
above leads to frustration and displacement of aggression against onshore 
oil and gas pipeline infrastructure. In other words, creates tensions and 
exposes the infrastructure to poor resilience. This violence has serious 
socio-economic, security, and environmental implications thus, triggering 
a vicious cycle of violence and insecurity problems that is difficult to break. 

The Aim and Academic Contribution of the Book 

The book aims to explore the oil and gas pipeline infrastructure inse-
curity in Bayelsa state focusing on the vandalism of the NCTL pipeline 
in Nembe, threats, and conflicts in the historic Niger Delta area within 
the broader context of the Global South. Many underlying issues are the 
root causes of the vandalism of the onshore oil and gas pipeline infras-
tructure in the case study area. This book highlights that there are many 
innovative instrumental policies in the oil and gas sector as found in the 
recent Petroleum Industry Act 2022. But this Act, like many other policy 
instruments, contains inherent policy and organisational tensions and 
conflicts that are problematic to disentangle and resolve. These tensions 
and conflicts directly impact the host community’s perceptions leading to 
resistance and thus the potential success of oil activities in Bayelsa host 
communities. Scholars argue that these tensions and insecurity issues in 
the Niger Delta have wider contextual implications across resource-rich 
host communities in the Global South (Rutten & Mwangi, 2014: 52–55). 
Some of these issues are socio-economic disparity and resource exploita-
tion, land and fishing water displacement and loss of legitimate sources 
of livelihood, cultural and socio-cultural displacement, and inequitable 
distribution of benefits amongst others (Collier, 2007; Okumagba, 2012, 
2013). 

Although there have been research and papers written on pipeline 
vandalism in Bayelsa and the Niger Delta (Igbinovia, 2014; Mathias, 
2015; Onuoha, 2007, 2008, 2016). None has used FADT to explain 
how oil and gas pipeline infrastructure vandalism and insecurity problems 
occur or interviewed different stakeholders on why they aggress against 
onshore and offshore oil and gas pipelines (Anderson & Dill, 1995: 365; 
Dollard et al., 1939; Krueger, 1996; Lazarus, 1994). Their tension and
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anger lead to a transfer of frustration against the oil and gas pipeline 
infrastructure (Berkowitz, 2011; Okumagba, 2013; Sanderson, 2010). 
Bayelsa was chosen for this research because it has one of the largest 
onshore oil fields, producing oil wells, and pipeline networks while the 
NCTL in Nembe is the most expensive and ironically the most vandalised 
onshore pipeline in Nigeria, which is the largest producer of crude oil 
and gas in Africa. Natural resources, especially, hydrocarbon minerals 
placed the historic Niger Delta at the forefront of political, economic, 
and environmental tensions in Nigeria for many decades (Alagoa, 2005; 
Alamieyeseigha, 2008a, 2008b; Douglas & Okonta, 2003; Ibaba, 2012; 
Igbinovia, 2014; Mathias, 2015; Onuoha, 2016). This book fills the gap 
in the academic literature through the professional and community stake-
holders’ interviews and analysed data. Previous studies have not done this 
before but mainly focused on the symptomatic outcome of oil and gas 
activities in Nigeria’s Niger Delta. However, some reports have reviewed 
the inhuman environmental disaster and destruction in the Niger Delta 
area for over 63 years. 

A study by Buzan (1984a, 1984b) and Waever (1998) provides a  
critical and vital insight into human/political security that focuses on 
the citizen as the central referent, which is a nonconventional approach 
to studying security. Thus, contributing to international security and 
international relations. This book examined some of the policymaking 
documentary evidence, its impacts, and processes, and the undercurrent 
dynamics that interact to instigate the factors that lead to tensions, threats, 
conflicts, and vandalism. Security seamlessly serves social, economic, 
climatic, environmental, moral, political, human, and religious justice to 
all citizens (Emmers, 2016; Hudson, 2010; Irvine,  2018; Neocleous, 
2007; Schwegler, 2017; see Chapter 2). Suggesting that security should 
be practiced as a “process” rather than as an “assumption”. 

This study defines security as the effectiveness of established struc-
tures and instruments that are created to transparently address internal 
threats and conflicts between citizens and resolve environmental tensions. 
At the same time, protecting the state from external aggressions, and 
attacks. Unlike other oil and gas literature, this book explores the inherent 
tensions, and underlying background issues that interact with policies and 
procedures to impact host communities leading to tensions, oil theft, 
and vandalism. This book is more comprehensive because it analyses the 
entire spectrum of oil and gas issues from policy agenda setting, formula-
tion, and implementation to its impact on host communities, the national



1 INTRODUCTION 7

budget, and defense security. This book, rather than focus on the under-
lying causes of onshore oil and gas pipelines alone, drills deeper and 
broadens its analytical scrutiny into the policymaking processes and how 
the tensions, resistance, and aggressive reactions from host communities 
have affected the implementation of various oil and gas policy regimes. 
Interrogating different community stakeholders is an additional contribu-
tion that this book makes to this field. Other areas of contributions made 
by this book are: 

Political Security: A new perspective was introduced to the causes of 
pipeline vandalism and the onshore oil and gas infrastructure insecu-
rity debate. By focusing on the vandalism of the NCTL this research 
contributes to the body of knowledge on political security. 

Security and Insecurity Debate: The Community Neglect Aggres-
sion Displacement theoretical model contributes to the nonconventional 
approach to security debates that focuses on the rights of the citizens. 
The nonconventional—Copenhagen security approach ties security to the 
socio-economic, human, environmental, and climate rights of citizens 
(Haq, 1995; Owen,  2004). This agrees with Cordesman’s assertion that 
the individual is the irreducible unit for discussing security (2016). This 
has relevance to human security which Haq described as the freedom of 
the citizens from fear and wants (1994). To the United Nations Human 
Development Report (UNHDR), human security is a people’s safety from 
chronic threats and protection from sudden hurtful disruptions in the 
patterns of their daily lives (1994). This study contributes to the inse-
curity debate by proposing a Community Neglect Aggression Displace-
ment theoretical model. The factors that define CNADT lean towards 
factors identified by Haq, Owen, UNHDR, and Codesman’s postula-
tions on (in)security. CNADT theoretical model explains that the failure 
of the private sector and the government’s negligence in providing basic 
human needs leads to frustration. The failure to address food scarcity, 
shelter, employment, and health, halt environmental degradation impov-
erishing local communities. As well as addressing the consequences of 
climate change is responsible for the aggression, vandalism, and insecurity 
problems across the six geopolitical zones of Nigeria. 

Theoretical Framework: This study uses the frustration-aggression-
displacement theory to explain the vandalism of the NCTL pipelines. 
By explaining that when people are prevented from achieving their goals 
and set objectives they are bound to be frustrated and angry and in turn
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aggressively react overtly or non-overtly against the source of their frus-
tration (Dollard et al., 1939; Okumagba, 2012; Sanderson, 2010). This 
study contributes to the body of knowledge by proposing CNADT to 
support the FADT hypothesis. While FADT points out that people reac-
tively when prevented from achieving their set objectives. CNADT notes 
that people will react aggressively when displaced from sources of their 
socio-economic independence and issues are neglected and unresolved 
by the government and private oil firms. When local communities suffer 
more hunger, decreased income, unemployment, and impoverishment 
they will become reactive. This provokes them to displace aggression 
against oil firms and the government by vandalising pipelines. 

Pipeline Vandalism and Oil and Gas Infrastructure Insecurity: There is 
an inherent correlation between the factors and actions of the actors in 
the Niger Delta’s insecurity problems (Umar & Othman, 2017). This 
study asserts that the factors that cause onshore oil and gas pipeline 
vandalism and infrastructure insecurity problems, such as poor governance 
and politics; environmental degradation; leadership curse; socio-economic 
issues; and corruption and organised crimes highlighted and discussed 
throughout this book, and the micro-foundational variables that trigger 
those factors are found in the micro-foundational variables that underpin 
CNADT. 

Structural Integrity of the Pipeline: Timashev and Bushinskaya (2016a, 
2016b) say materiality, design code, as well as technology, are major deter-
minants that ensure the structural integrity of oil and gas pipelines (see 
Chapter 5). This study contributes to knowledge by highlighting the dark 
spot underlying the structural weaknesses of pipelines. 

The Purpose of the Book 

The purpose ties in with the rationale for this book which draws on 
the “Bottom Billion” hypothesis proposed by Paul Collier (2007). He 
outlined reasons why natural resource wealth has neither percolated to the 
grassroots nor translated into socio-economic growth and critical infras-
tructure development in poorer countries in the Global South as observed 
in Bayelsa state. The assertions of Collier are reflective of the present-
day realities in the historic Niger Delta region of Nigeria and some 
other natural resource-rich poor countries in the Global South (Moyo, 
2011; Rodney, 2012). This book further highlights ways of approaching 
pipeline security in Nigeria that could be mirrored by countries in


